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have already been working for the emanci- 
pation of the Colonial and Coloured Peoples. 

GANDHIJI : I want to say yes. 1 want to understand its 
full implications. 

RANGA : The greatest social problem of the modern 
world is the exploitation of the vast masses 
of agricultural peoples by the industrial peo- 
ples and countries through the unequal 
exchanges imposed upon the former by the 
latter through their control over the world 
markets and finance and imperialist machi- 
nery. Are we right in thinking that you 
stand for the abolition of this process of ex- 
ploitation of the producers of primary com- 
modities and of the agricultural masses of 
the world ? 

GANDHIJI : Root and branch. 

RANGA : Are we right in thinking that ours is only a 
part of the general struggle of colonial peo- 
ples against world capitalism and imperia- 
lism and that India is the vanguard m World 
movement of colonial and agricultural mas- 
ses for freedom , economic and political? 

GANDHIJI: I hope so. 




PREFACE 


The mam portion of this thesis was prepared by 
Prof. N G. Rangain March-April of 1941 while in jail. He 
was trying to bring it up to date until 11th March 1942, 
when he was released by the British Government, after 
detention in jail for 25 months without being charged 
or tried by any court. On his release, he was able to 
organize the Coloured and Oppressed Peoples' Freedom 
Front with the blessings of Mahatma Gandhi and the 
goodwill of Pandit lawaharlal Nehru and the Indian pea- 
sant and labour leaders. He was again detained on the 
7th September, released the next day and once again 
detained on the 4th November and kept in jail for the 
sixth time till the 9th October 1944 — all because of his 
champior^hip of the cause of India and her peasant 
masses. This plea for the independence of all the 
Coloured and Colonial Peoples comes thus from one 
who has himself passed through struggles and suffer- 
ings in the cause of the Indian Peoples' freedom, and is 
therefore bound to make a great appeal to all those who 
genuinely desire freedom for all peoples now oppressed. 
Sri Ranga initiated the Indian Peasant Movement in 
1923 and he can be said to be the father of the All-India 
Kisan (Peasant) Congress. 

As long ago as 1922-3 Prof. Ranga f an^l other 
oriental undergraduates when thfeV were studying at 
Oxford were struck with the importance and urgency 
of the problems of exploited coloured,* people? and also 
Labour in continents other than Europe; He had then 
the advantage of meeting some Nega^p&'s, ;Red Indians, 
Malayans, Chinese, Sinhalese and Artibs'ih the Univer- 
sities of Oxford, London and Paris and discussing the 
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problems of their peoples. They decided to form 
international labour study groups in every university 
centre. Sri Ranga was in charge of the Oxford Group. It 
organized a number of lectures, socials and debates every 
year between 1922 and 1926 The Oxford Group, which 
was the most active, helped to develop very valuable 
contacts with intellectual leaders and earnest students 
of the subject peoples then m England The books 
of Dr Norman Leys on Kenya, Lord Olivier on West- 
African colonies, Hobson on Imperialism, Wolfe on the 
Economic Consequences of Imperialism were the most 
important literature and basis for their discussions. 
When again he visited Europe in 1930-1, Sri Ranga 
started on the task of bringing into existence a definite 
central organization to fight for the freedom of all the 
coloured peoples of the world, especially the subjects of 
European and American Empires With the help and co- 
operation of a number of comrades including Kenyatta, 
Ching, and Dr Harold Moody, he was able to bring into 
existence the League of Coloured Peoples, with London 
as its headquarters. Mr Harold Moody, its President, 
has been serving this cause ever since its foundation. 
He has been making strenuous efforts to make the Colo- 
nial Office aware of its duties as a Trustee. 

Of course this League could only strive to be the 
common forum of different elements in the recent poli- 
tical world of the Negro and other Africans, Red Indians, 
Mangols, Malayans and others. So at first it contented 
itself with the task of improving the status of the Man- 
dates, besides collecting reliable information about the 
freedom struggles in India, Egypt, the Arabian nations, 
and winning more and more friends in the West for the 
general cause of the advancement of all coloured 
peoples. 
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Ever since Japan launched upon her imperialist 
compaigns, beginning with the conquest of Manchouko, 
the necessity has been growing for extending and in- 
tensifying the effort for the advancement of coloured 
peoples. Hence the emergence of the Coloured and 
Oppressed Peoples Freedom Front which strives for 
the liberation of all colonial peoples from whichever 
imperialism they may be suffering— white, yellow or 
any other. And Sri Ranga has once again taken the 
lead in this great work and has given practical shape 
to the Colonial Peoples Freedom Front with its offices 
in India and in England 

He has been one of the great pillars of all the 
popular and class movements and organizations of India 
He is a sincere and constructive socialist. His studies 
of the economic conditions of Indian peasants and 
workers have won for him an enviable place among 
Indian economists and his seven books on the aims, 
ideals and activities of the Indian Peasant Movement 
have become classics 

The August 1942 Resolution of the Indian National 
Congress favours the freedom movements m all the 
colonial countries and the progress of all the backward 
peoples. We sincerely hope that this thesis by one of the 
doughty champions of Freedom's cause will win many 
friends for the Colonial and Oppressed Peoples' Freedom 
Front and further their awakening. 

Thanks are due to Mr. A. K. Kher, Author and Jour- 
nalist, Bombay, for preparing the Index to this book. 

Central 

Peasants' Institute, G. L. NARAYANA 

Nidubrolu (P.O.) C. BALI REDDI 

South India P- TIMMA REDDI 

May 1945 




SIGNIFICANCE OF PROF. RANGA’S WORK 

By A. G. Stock, M.A. (Oxon.) 

Author of Prison Anthology; Sometime Assistant Editor, 

Socialist Review 

[The following extracts from a letter written on 
1-6-1941 by A.G. Stock to Prof. Ranga then m jail, regard- 
ing his life mission and the significance of his work for 
the awakening of peasants and workers of the world, 
are egually applicable to all the colonial countries and 
the coloured peoples of the world most of whom are 
agriculturists.] 

" The wakening and emancipation of the peasants 
of the world is the next great problem of the human 
race. Something — some movement, some prophet or 
statesman — must do for them the equivalent of what 
Marx has done for the industrial proletariat — give them 
a world- wide interpretation of society, and a con- 
ception of their own part in it ; a coherent basis for 
united action, and a technique adapted to their own 
needs and situation. I think that the Mahatma has gone 
further than any other human being ir^ shaping this new 
consciousness and also in devising the technique and 
the strategy, but he has not gone far enough. I believe 
in you and your work whole-heartedly, with a conviction 
that deepens the more I think about it, because I see you 
in the front rank of the forces that are shaping this most 
significant of human developments of our age. Free or 
in gaol you lead a movement and a work that will go on. 

" I think too that peasants and agriculturists, by the 
very nature of their work, are the guardians of human 
freedom — because above all other people they need to 
resist coercion rather than to coerce. They can fight 
successfully only when they find weapons and methods 
that are stronger in defence than attack/' 
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CHAPTER I 

WAR-TIME PROMISES 
AND WHAT BECAME OF THEM 
I. Three New Ideals 

When World War I was dragging to its close, British 
and other Allied statesmen let their peoples believe that 
they were fighting that war to end all wars. " Waging 
war to end all wars " was then the most popular slogan. 
President Wilson declared that America was entering 
the war also to establish the right of all nations to self- 
determination, to put an end to the traditional practice 
of the victor to annex the territories of the vanquished, 
to establish a new World Order by abolishing all secret 
diplomacy and treaties, and by establishing a League of 
Nations to maintain an international order to replace the 
anarchy that until then had prevailed Naturally, all 
subject peoples of the world's empires hoped for their 
national independence in pursuance of the principle 
of self-determination. The subject peoples of Turkey 
(Egyptians and Arabs, for example) and of Germany (for 
instance, the Negroes of East Africa) rallied to the Allied 
cause in the belief that once their imperial masters had 
been defeated, they would be free. Indians, Burmese 
and others in the British Empire enthusiastically espous- 
ed the Allied cause in the hope that, at least out of grati- 
tude, Britain would extend to them the benefits of the 
principle of self-determination. All the smaller nations 
of the world, likewise, began to feel more sanguine about 

their future, since they had been promised a League 

/ 

of Nations for the maintenance of international order. 
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None of these hopes was however fully realized, for 
no statesman among the European Allies ever sincerely 
tried to achieve these aspirations, to enforce these pro- 
mises, or to realize the new international order Indeed, 
the French, Italian, Japanese and British Governments 
were only too eager to repudiate their war-time promises, 
and to dismiss the high-sounding slogans inspired by the 
stress of war Yet so great was the pressure of public opi- 
nion in favour of such slogans and so overwhelming was 
the strength of the enlightened and progressive forces 
demanding fulfilment of war-time pledges that Allied sta- 
tesmen, for all their hypocrisy, had to yield certain very 
important concessions, by way of homage as it were, to 
the forward-reaching spirit of the world Thus came into 
existence the League of Nations, the system of Mandates 
(the conception of trusteeship in respect of the so-called 
'backward peoples') and the International Labour Office. 
If the nineteenth-century methods of post-war settle- 
ment had prevailed, these three great innovations could 
not have been introduced. But for the Russian Revolution 
and the American President's strong stand, the European 
Powers might have resisted even these concessions. 

The League of Nations, the Mandates Commission 
and the International Labour Office are nothing com- 
pared to the hopes and aspirations of the masses who 
had made such stupendous sacrifices in that war. Mil- 
lions of innocents had sacrificed their lives in vain ; for 
the statesmen, it soon became apparent, were only 
sowing the seeds of the next war. But out of that carnage 
and cruel frustration of the hopes of mankind emerged 
three great new ideals, the importance and urgency of 
which even the Jingo press, conservative politicians, and 
imperialistic leaders have had to recognize and accept, 
however unwillingly or haltingly 
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The League stood for the idea that there must be an 
efficient regulation of relations among nations to abolish 
the state of international anarchy that threatened to 
destroy all civilization The Mandates stood for the new 
conception that no longer should one country be allowed 
to grab another as part of its Empire, and that, if at all 
any country is to be allowed to gain control of another, 
it must be only temporarily, in the interests of the latter, 
and that, not as conqueror or imperial Power, but as 
trustee, in order to help the peoples of the latter to 
attain the knowledge, training and equipment necessary 
to administer themselves through their own self-govern- 
ing institutions. Thus, instead of being annexed, the 
dependencies of the conquered Powers were assured of 
their right to the ultimate achievement of self-government 
and membership of the League, that is, equal partner- 
ship with other free and independent nations . 1 Thirdly, 
through the I L O the world was to be helped to realize 
that labour was as important in its social significance as 
capital, and that even if labour was not reckoned as the 
sole factor in production, it had, at least, to be admitted 
to equal partnership with the employer. This in itself 
was a great advance over the earlier conception, so 
readily accepted and enforced by the ruling classes, 
that labour's role was to take orders from capital. These 
three great principles were accepted, though perhaps 
half-heartedly, by conservative Governments and em- 
ployers, because, during the course of the last war, 
Allied Governments had been obliged by the pressure 
of their dependence on the workers' co-operation and 

1 The Spanish Church did flirt with this idea of trusteeship 
over the Latin American Colonies for centuries, but m actual 
practice it came to nothing, since there was no international 
authority to enforce it. 



4 COLONIAL AND COLOURED PEOPLES 

the momentum of the exalted hopes entertained by the 
fighting masses, to commit themselves officially to even 
more glittering and revolutionary pledges. 

But today, in the present world conflagration, none 
of the belligerent Governments on either side has come 
forward with a clear statement of its war-aims Of course, 
no Government of the Nazi-Fascist persuasion could be 
expected to subscribe to any exalted humanitarian ideals, 
nor could they be trusted, if victorious, to inaugurate a 
nobler and healthier ' New World Order' 


II. British Oflicial Attitude 

But what about the European Allies and the Ameri- 
cans ? Is it reasonable to hope for anything better from 
them ? Their Governments have so far been content to 
contemplate the future of Europe and of the Christian 
nations only. The late Mr Neville Chamberlain repeat- 
edly maintained that the war was being fought for the 
protection of the integrity of the European nations, for 
the strengthening and spread of democracy in Europe. 
Lord Halifax (then Britain's Foreign Secretary) declared 
that his country was waging war to re-establish the 
Christian ideals of democracy, liberty and indepen- 
dence among the European nations The war-time Pre- 
mier, Mr Churchill, was content to say that the immediate 
aim of the Allies was to win the war Terrible sufferings 
were being borne by the British masses. Many millions 
of people in the British Empire were being called upon 
to make sacrifices, either by sending men to thg battle- 
fronts, or by organizing their industries with the sole 
object of supplying the necessary war materials. Mil- 
lions died of starvation and malnutrition in order that the 
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armies might be fed (witness the colossal tragedy enacted 
in Bengal and Bihar). Everywhere the life of the peasant 
and worker has been shaken to its very foundations, that 
war demands might be accommodated. Yet Britain's war- 
aims were never made public. Why? Could it be because 
the British Empire did not wish to pledge itself to any real- 
ly democratic and cultural advancement of subject peo- 
ples ? It knew only too well that at least a quarter of any 
commitments made would have to be fulfilled. Its sphinx- 
like silence therefore, was indeed extremely ominous. 

That the British Government had no intention, even 
after the cessation of hostilities with Germany, to display 
any generosity and humanity towards the colonies is 
evident from the British Colonial Office declaration of 
June 1941. In it, the British Government gratefully 
acknowledged the colonies' colossal cash gift of £ 20 
million. This gift was in addition to " a smooth supply of 
essential raw materials". In return, it asked the Govern- 
ments of the respective colonies to " develop as far as 
possible the education, health services and resources in 
their territories". But with whose money? Evidently 
not with this £ 20 million (a far richer Britain had already 
spent it all on the war) but with the slender resources of 
their local Governments which suffer from chronic 
deficits And when ? Only after the war Knowing full 
well how difficult that would be, the elusive and conve- 
nient phrase "as far as possible" had been advisedly used 
by the Colonial Office. First to deprive them of their cash, 
and then ask the local Governments whose revenues are 
derived from the colonial peoples to develop their social 
services " as far as possible " with their own money is 
typical indeed of the imperialist conception of gratitude! 

Lest the colonies, taking advantage of the decrease 
in imports, should hope to develop their local industries 
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during this war by importing American machinery, they 
are warned that they must safeguard against " exhaustion 
of their dollar resources " through their purchase of 
American goods or machinery All their dollar securities 
have been conscripted for the benefit of Britain. The 
British Government recognizes that the "colonial empire 
has had to face the problem of loss of markets caused 
by the war " Britain's policy in that regard has been 
to " protect the colonies from the worst effects of dis- 
location of trade and shipping " without incurring the 
charge of " unnecessary generosity " and without dis- 
sipating Britain's own war resources. In plain language, 
the colonies are to be left to their own fate, and Britain 
will do nothing for them Their lost markets cannot 
be made good by British purchases. Their local in- 
dustries cannot be developed. No large-scale in- 
dustrialization may be inaugurated by the colonies, 
which depend mainly on the sale of their raw ma- 
terials. Most of them are ' generously ' left to shift for 
themselves. There could be no greater condemnation 
of British colonial exploitation than this latest ' gesture '. 

In 1941 and again in 1945, the British Colonial Office 
announced grandiloquently that a real effort was going 
to be made to develop the economic resources of the 
colonies, to provide work for the unemployed and to 
raise standards of living. But it did not state what funds 
were being set apart for that immense task, and it took 
care, too, to declare that it would necessarily take a long 
time to achieve anything appreciable All impartial 
writers# like Cary, Macmillan, and Norman Leys, unani- 
mously urge the offer of British loans as well as grants to 
develop manufacturing concerns ; to convert local agri- 
cultural produce into consumer goods and thus minimize 
local unemployment; and also to reduce the colonial 
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peoples' dependence upon the vagaries of American 
and European markets for raw produce The Colonial 
Development Board is not provided with adequate funds. 
No wonder the plea of the Institute of International 
Affairs (Chatham House) for a generous gift by the British 
to help the industrialization of the colonies is a cry in 
the wilderness. All this generosity is in return for the 
munificent — rather, suicidal gift of £ 20 million extracted 
by Great Britain from the colonial people. Such is the 
queer concern displayed by this 'trustee'. 

In May 1942, Mr Anthony Eden made it clear that 
the British people would be having colonies to administer 
even after the war and that there would be nothing like 
conferring upon them national freedom Thus he sang 
the swan-song to Major Attlee's enthusiastic declaration 
on behalf of the Labour Party that the Atlantic Charter, 
published on August 14, 1941, would be applied as much 
to the African peoples as to others. And up to the day 
of his resignation, Mr Churchill had not publicly an- 
nounced that the provisions of the Charter would apply 
to all colonial peoples, though President Roosevelt had, 
laconically and unilaterally, asserted that it applied to 
all peoples irrespective of their colour, creed, or country- 
It is significant that the Dutch Premier has been envisag. 
ing the return of the Netherlands East Indies to his 
empire and offering the vague hope of some qualified 
freedom to the ten million Dutch Indians The recent 
White Paper on the Constitutional Plan for reconquered 
Burma is truly an extraordinary document. It provides 
for the suspension for a period of three years of even the 
semblance of democratic institutions that obtained be- 
fore the Japanese invasion. The self-government promis- 
ed after that interregnum of autocratic Governor's rule 
is reduced to a mockery by the perpetuation of the 
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stranglehold of foreign business interests and the crea- 
tion of large backward areas. 

Even statesmen like Lord Olivier and Lord Hailey 
who have evinced some interest in the fate of British 
subjects in Africa, and Labour leaders like Lord Pass- 
field have failed so far to work out any plan for the 
political and economic salvation and development of the 
African Negroes and other peoples Neither Chatham 
House nor the League of Nations had busied itself with 
the formulation of a programme for the political progress 
of coloured peoples, especially of the Negroes and other 
Africans, Red Indians and the peoples of the East and 
West Indies. 


III. British Non-Official Attitude 

Mr H, D Henderson, an eminent Cambridge eco- 
nomist, warned the British that the African colonies 
" are inhabited mainly by peoples of non-European stock 
who, widely as they differ from one another in their 
degree of civilization, are none of them regarded as fit 
at present for self-government " Yet concerning the 
benefits derived by the imperial Power, he is constrained 
to admit that " the production of many colonial products 
is highly profitable and has provided advantageous 
openings for the investment of capital." ( Colonies and 
Raw Materials — Oxford Pamphlets) 

H G. Wells in The Rights of Man appeals to us to 
" spread the idea of world collectivization plus the rights 
of man". But how can the coloured peoples establish 
their title, so long as these empires endure, to the very 
first of these fundamental rights?— that "every man is 
joint heir to all the world's resources . . . and entitled, 
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without distinction of race, colour, or professed belief 
or opinion, to all services, covering medical care and the 
attention needed to realize his full possibilities of 
physical and mental development and to keep him in a 
state of health from birth to death." 

W. B. Cary has approached the problem of the 
colonies in a bold and realistic manner He was anxious 
that the British should adopt a liberal attitude towards 
colonial peoples m order to be able to face Germany's 
claim for the return of her colonies He says in The 
Case for Federal Union (which is a paraphrase of the 
book Union Now by the American journalist Mr 
Clarence Streit) that "the system of Mandates implied a 
belated recognition on the part of the Powers that no 
country is justified in exploiting its colonial possessions 
purely in its own national interests," and that "something 
must be done, since the present situation is altogether 
unworkable and untenable- It would surely not be 
difficult, given the will, to create an international com- 
mission which would control all the non-self-governing 
parts of the world and be charged with the responsibi- 
lity of governing those areas, first of all, in the interests 
of the inhabitants and, secondly, in a manner that does 
equal justice to the claims of all other sections of 
mankind The only way to take the question of the 
colonies right out of the arena of international sguab- 
bling is to put them, once and for all, under international 
control. But even he must think of the second respon- 
sibility of keeping them open for industrial exploitation 
egually by all other nations — a most disastrous policy. 

What Barbara Wood has to say constitutes the 
challenge of the Conservative imperialist. " The three 
most important conditions to be observed by the 
Mandatory Power", she asserts, " are the safeguarding of 
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the open door, recognition of the duty of trusteeship over 
the natives, and readiness to submit an annual report to 
the Mandates Commission. In return, all the administra- 
tion of the Colony and all the other advantages go to the 
Mandatory Power/' 

Writing m support of the plea for the transfer to 
Germany of her former colonies, Barbara Wood answers 
British imperialists in her callous manner "Lord Lugard 
stipulates that no change should be accomplished with- 
out the willing consent, or at least complete indifference, 
on the part of the natives themselves— both extremely 
difficult to establish. Did they [the natives] consent to 
the settlement of 1919 ? Did we not rather take it for 
granted that we were conferring on them the greatest 
of advantages in freeing them from German rule ? And 
there remains the fact that since 1919 we have on 
several occasions made colonial re-adjustments without 
showing undue anxiety to meet the wishes of the natives 
themselves." 

Barbara Wood also considers the alternative of 
transferring all the Mandates to " an international com- 
mittee " of the League, so that " one by one the pro- 
blems of the colonies would be detached from the 
rivalries of nations." But the difficulties of providing an 
international civil service, arising out of the impediments 
of differences m language and race and want of esprit 
de corps are trotted out to negative this suggestion. 

The third alternative is to increase the powers of 
the Mandates Commission (and at the same time to 
reduce those of the Mandatory Power) to " organize 
essential public works and services on such terms and 
conditions as it thinks fit. The Mandatory Power will 
not enjoy a free run of the economic resources of the 
colony. The Commission is to have the right to conduct 
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an examination of any dispute or complaint on the spot 
It must be empowered to hear direct appeals, and the co- 
lonial peoples must be represented on the Commission/' 
To Barbara Wood the 1 New Colonial Era ' dreamt of 
by liberal-minded people is utopian For it demands 
conditions in which "all economic barriers on nationa- 
listic lines are thrown down, in which the development 
of native peoples towards economic and political inde- 
pendence goes forward with all speed under the 
guidance and with the help of the more civilized peo- 
ples and in which, owing to the disappearance of 
economic and national barriers, all advanced nations 
will co-operate m bringing the rest of the backward 
world up to a higher material and cultural standard." 

But the alternative of bringing all colonies, old 
and new, under the system of Mandates is favoured, so 
that the "well-being of native peoples might be treated 
as a primary trust , that the open door might prevail ; 
that there might be no militarization either of popula- 
tions or territory , and that there might be an annual 
examination of the Mandatory by the Mandates Com- 
mission This anticipated the Atlantic Charter 

Barbara Wood goes further To the Britain of 1938 
she utters this Conservative's warning The British Em- 
pire is "the most satisfied of all satisfied Powers", so 
"from it, and from it alone, must the lead come. Aus- 
tralia disregards Japanese claims, because Singapore 
[since lost] is not far from her shores , South Africa 
pursues her dangerous native policy, because she be- 
lieves Great Britain would be bound to see her through 
m the event of a native rebellion Australia's attitude 
towards Japanese and Italian immigration is senseless 
and dangerous. Six and a half million people, whose rate 
of increase is already falling, cannot keep to themselves 
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a land which even the most sober statistician believes 
capable of supporting 15 or 20 million. Canada, 
too, has an exclusive immigration policy, and the 
same lack of vital energy in its own population. Instead 
of the 20 million forecast at the beginning of the cen- 
tury, the population is now only about 10 million. Most 
of the unallotted land m the world lies inside the British 
Empire, where the birth rate is everywhere declining 
Italy and Japan cannot be expected to take their exclu- 
sion as a matter of course " 

Concluding, Barbara Wood says. "We cannot 
expect Germany to take the lead in renouncing colonial 
exploitation She has no colonies to exploit. We, the 
exploiters, must take the first step. If we do not, then 
the ' haves ' and the ' have-nots ', successful exploi- 
ters with the would-be exploiters, Imperialisms of the 
past with Imperialisms of the present and the future, 
will go down together into the pit of war that our selfish- 
ness, short-sightedness and lack of courage have 
helped to dig/'— a warning sounded in 1938 which 
proved so prophetic ! 

Chatham House was constrained to publish its two 
monumental studies on political and economic condi- 
tions in the British Mandates and other colonies in 
answer to the German challenge that the British derived 
great benefits from their colonies But these studies 
were content to demonstrate the industrial backward- 
ness, primitive agriculture and economic infancy of 
these territories And they tried to prove that the 
Negroes in those areas were hardly competent to work 
towards their economic development They maintained 
that there was complete freedom of trade with those 
countries, that Germany could develop commerce with 
them without let or hindrance from the Mandatory 
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Powers, and that Britain was not trying to derive any 
special social or economic advantage from her posses- 
sions. They concluded by stressing the great financial 
sacrifices made and social services rendered by Great 
Britain in the interests of these Mandated territories 

All that Lord Hailey can hold forth for the colonial 
peoples is the "prospect of admission to membership of 
that Commonwealth — an ideal which should inspire 
them to create for themselves the conditions which 
justify the grant of independence." (The Future of Co- 
lonial Peoples — Oxford University Press, 1943) He too 
objects to the transfer of colonies to the charge of an 
international body and takes shelter behind the opposi- 
tion displayed by the "native press” which "of course is 
usually influenced by local authorities". He too thinks 
that an'international civil service cannot work efficiently 
In the last resort, he falls back upon the existence of 
European communities in some colonies to veto this 
proposal. He comes to the comfortable conclusion that 
not much change is necessary, beyond constituting 
Regional Mandated Commissions. 

Only one British author, Mr Leonard Barnes has 
made bold to advocate in 1944 in his Soviet Light on 
the Colonies (Penguin) the granting of "the cultural 
autonomy of the new scientifically demarcated regions 
of Africa" (p 221) He maintained that "colonial freedom 
is the second front which the democratic principle will 
have to open throughout the world, if it is to save itself." 
(p. 225) But strangely enough, Soviet Russia whose 
methods Barnes admires so much, would not take up half 
as unequivocal and democratic a stand at San Francisco 
in favour of colonial autonomy as Barnes wants us to 
believe that every Soviet citizen likes to see achieved. 



IV. What o£ American Aims? 


The fifth of President Wilson's famous fourteen 
points reads thus • "A free, open-minded and absolutely 
impartial adjustment of all colonial claims, based upon 
a strict observance of the principle that in determining 
all such questions of sovereignty, the interests of the 
populations concerned must have equal weight with the 
equitable claims of the Government whose title is to be 
determined Thus even the great President was un- 
willing to concede that the interests of the populations 
in question should be the one and only concern of the 
League No wonder then that "by Article 19 of the 
Peace Treaty, the title to the German colonies was 
transferred to the Allied and associated Powers as a 
body, and they proceeded to farm these territories out * 
to Mandatories in accordance with Article 22." (See The 
Fourteen Points and the Treaty of Versailles , Oxford.) 
Has not the time come to stop this farming out process 
at least after this War? 

America's War-time President, the late Mr Roosevelt, 
laid down this law for democracy "All countries shall be 
free, no people shall be subjugated by another, and de- 
mocracy shall be sustained everywhere " He made a 
very encouraging speech in March 1941, in which he 
declared : "There has never been and never will be any 
race of people fit to serve as masters over their fellow- 
men. The wrold has no use for any nation which, 
because of its size and military might, asserts its right to 
goose-step to world power over other nations and 
races " He believed that "every nationality, no matter 
how small, has the inherent right to its own nationhood." 
The world has had such a bitter experience of the 
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ostrich-like complacency of the European 1 that it can- 
not hope to derive any consolation when statesmen 
like Mr Roosevelt grow eloquent over democratic ideals 
especially when they scrupulously avoid any mention of 
the future of empires, of the economic and political as- 
pirations of subject peoples and the coloured races. 

Even the Chairman of the Caribbean Union in New 
York was constrained to protest against the arguments 
of those who, while agreeing with the claptrap about 
fighting for democracy, advocate at the same time the 
ruthless acquisition of so-called real estate without a 
passing thought to the rights of the inhabitants of the 
West Indies to a voice in the affairs of their native land, 
or to their right of self-determination. This suspicion 
has been strengthened by the failure of the U.S.A. to 
accord even to this day effective equality of rights to 
its Negroes and Red Indians either in its political and 
social institutions or in its defence forces, war industries 
and civil services The American Negroes are con- 
strained to complain, even in war-time, of discrimina- 
tion against them m the defence forces and war mdus- 

tnes - hJAWAB SALAR JU'MC D'.HADUR 

Here are other statements in the past which expose 
the hollowness of the tall claims made by Western 
statesmen . The late Mr Wendell Willkie, the Special 
Emissary of the late President Roosevelt to Russia and 
China, came out with his bold declaration that if the 
Eastern nations were to have complete faith in the war- 
aims of the Anglo-American nations and put forth 

1 A European who always has serious mental reservations re- 
garding the coloured peoples of Asia and Africa when he talks 
so inspiringly and spiritedly about his great ideals of happiness, 
liberty, equality and fraternity and the coping stone of demo- 
cracy. 
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their best effort against the Axis Powers, then the 
Governments and statesmen of Britain and the U.S.A. 
must be prepared to shed their imperialism, abolish 
colonial slavery and abandon colonial exploitation. But 
his inspiring call to all imperialists among the Allies to 
be prepared to shed their imperialism was seriously 
undermined by President Roosevelt's failure to assure 
the natives of North Africa on the eve of the American 
invasion of that continent in November 1942, that they 
would be liberated from their French masters evmn as 
they would be saved from the clutches of the Axis mon- 
sters The U S. President, on the contrary, was careful 
enough to promise the French the restoration of all 
their rights and possessions once the exigencies of war 
were over Does this not demonstrate the hollowness of 
the Atlantic Charter— the failure of its framers to think 
of the fate of the coloured peoples, and also the un- 
willingness of the President, not to speak of the British 
Premier, to realize that the colonial peoples of the 
French Empire have also their rights, apart from those 
of their imperial masters ? 

The United States has recognized that no longer can 
Asia be kept under political thraldom to the Western 
Powers So, she has come out, through a declaration by 
Mr Wallace (then Vice-President), with her slogan of 
' Free Asia as opposed to the Japanese slogan of 
' Asia for Asiatics '. But if we refer to the Chungking 
Declaration of July 1944, of Mr Wallace and Generalis- 
simo Chiang, we find that America is not thinking of 
helping Asia to emancipate herself at the end of the war 
or in the very near future. She talks of providing a 
ladder — who knows with how many rungs— for Asiatic 
countries to attain their national liberation. Asia does 
not want ladders " She wants immediate freedom. But 
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America plans to export her capital and manufactured 
goods to all these Asiatic countries favourably disposed 
towards her — thanks to her high-sounding slogans — and 
thus to capture their markets, so that by I960, she can 
gain an invisible import of goods worth two to three 
billion dollars from all these countries in return for her 
economic imperialism. Hence the warning by our Colo- 
nial Freedom Front against these treacherous slogans 
of the industrial Powers, whether of the East or West. 

Mr Edgar Snow has tried boldly to face this problem 
of colonial peoples without any imperialist prejudices 
and with a genuine concern for their progress, in his 
article contributed to Asia of January 1941 He urges 
England to make a declaration specifying the conditions 
for the liberation of the colonies, and their adherence to 
a "Federation of Democratic States of the World" under 
a customs union, mutual defence agreement and com- 
pulsory arbitration of international disputes. He de- 
mands a promise of independence to all colonies or 
conquered nations of the Fascist Empires who struggle 
for their own emancipation, including Korea, China and 
Indo-China He protests that "the American people have 
no stake of any importance in Britain's colonial empire " 

He has had to plead with American capitalists that 
the emancipation of such colonies as Indo-China, India, 
the Dutch Indies and a large part of Africa is positively 
essential to the regeneration of external markets. "If 
democracy is to prevail," he adds, "our loans must be 
made direct to democratic organizations inside those 
countries, such as the industrial co-operatives of China, 
concerned with developing their own internal markets 
and strengthening the economic basis of democracy, and 
not with the exploitation of cheap labour and raw 
materials for purposes of collection of tribute at home 
2 
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and abroad." He is even conscious that the Marxists 
might ridicule this programme as mere absorption of 
British imperialism by American monopoly capital, but 
thinks of it as a feasible transition towards a new eco- 
nomy His moderation is due, one suspects, to his fear 
that conservative American capital may not accept any- 
thing more But when the test came, even Mr Snow 
showed his partiality for the status quo When India 
demanded immediate freedom under the threat of refusal 
to co-operate with the war-effort, he joined the Com- 
munists in condemning her attitude 

Mr and Mrs Beards testify, in their excellent History 
of American Civilization, to the fact that in education, 
cultural opportunities and political rights, most American 
Negroes are still subject to grave disabilities. 

Even the war-time needs of the United States have 
not proved strong enough to force American business- 
men and war leaders to abolish the colour bar and to 
give equal opportunities to Negroes to rise to the highest 
positions of honour, responsibility and authority 

The present President, Mr Truman, and his adminis- 
tration have backed the British in continuing the main 
edifice of the Mandatory System and in not extending 
even that unsatisfactory system to all other colonies of 
all empires. Need one be surprised at our scepticism 
about America's love for other coloured peoples ? 


V. Natural Reaction of Oppressed Peoples 
to this Imperialist Spirit 

The Indian National Congress has tried in vain to 
extract from the British Government an unequivocal 
statement of its war-aims. Equally infructuous were the 
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attempts made by the Muslim League. Hence the British 
Government's failure to enlist the active co-operation of 
any of the major political parties in India with Britain's 
war-effort. The Egyptians were unwilling to participate 
in this war on Britain's side even when Axis forces had 
actually invaded their soil Why ? Because Britain had 
failed to satisfy the nationalist parties and was unwilling 
to concede their demand of full freedom for India. 

Mahatma Gandhi who is the best spokesman of the 
colonial peoples said on 2nd August 1944 • "The Allies 
are today making brave declarations about democracy 
and liberty which to me, or, to put it plainly, to the 
exploited nations, mean nothing Mere declarations 
pleasing to the ear can give no satisfaction to the suf- 
ferers. By exploited nations, I mean Asiatics and Afri- 
cans. If the Allies are fighting for democracy, their 
democracy should include all the exploited races of the 
earth. Facts, as I see them, prove the contrary." 

Referring to the ' Quit India ' resolution of August 
1942, and the Congress offer of co-operation in the 
war-effort through the proposed National Government, 
Gandhiji said that the August Resolution only meant 
that "British rule should end m its entirety, even while 
the war is going on — if the war is truly for the deli- 
verance of the exploited nations of the earth." 

Iraq is another unhappy instance where Britain's 
unwillingness to grant full freedom resulted in that 
country's Government waging war on the Allies. Why 
has even Eire not joined the British? Because the 
iron has entered her soul — she cannot forget the ugly 
fact that the British are not prepared to allow the Irish 
to become a united nation Rightly did Mr De Valera 
answer the ill-humoured taunt of Mr Churchill that Eng- 
land would remember Eire's neutrality during the War, 
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that the world would certainly remember Ireland's heroic 
struggle for hundreds of years against one of the most vici- 
ous imperialist and even fascist powers, namely England. 

The editor of Indian Express concludes his survey 
of European imperialism with the words : “It is therefore 
clear that the various European imperialist powers 
are planning the recovery of their colonial and imperial 
possessions Mr Bernard Shaw has put it thus in his 
pithy language . ' There is no power m the world 
more completely imbued with the ideas of its own 
domination than the British Empire Even the word 
Commonwealth, as a substitute for the word Empire, 
sticks in Mr Churchill's throat every time he tries to 
utter it.' " (8-8-44) 

VI. San Francisco — Sino-Soviet Failure — 

India's Lead 

We have so far reviewed briefly the attitude of 
Anglo-American officials and non-officials regarding the 
colonial and oppressed peoples' right through this war 
period. Let us now proceed to see the results (as 
reflected in the decisions of San Francisco Conference 
of 1945) of their pro-imperialist and undemocratic war- 
objectives. 

The achievements of such a conference could not 
be very much different from the war-aims and ideals of 
the major Powers taking part in it. We have seen how un- 
prepared both Great Britain and the United States were 
to liquidate imperialism and to liberate the unprivileged 
peoples and uplift the coloured and oppressed peoples. 

But two other major Powers also took part in that 
Conference : they were China and Soviet Russia Both 
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of them were reputed to be very much in favour of 
the liberation of these oppressed peoples What did 
they do ? China proposed, with the support of Russia, 
that colonial peoples should be assured that the aim of 
colonial administration would be to help them to attain 
independence as early as possible. 

This Smo-Soviet proposal is too moderate to be 
acceptable to the colonial peoples and it leaves room 
for the continuation of the political and economic hege- 
mony of the imperial Powers over the colonies, though 
subject to the final supervision and control of the World 
Security Council. In fact the London Conference of the 
Colonial and Oppressed Peoples demanded, in terms of 
our own proposal, the immediate recognition of the in- 
dependence of the colonies and their peoples It is a 
wonder how both China and Russia could have advanced 
such a proposal. 

Yet, even that proved to be unacceptable to the 
Anglo-American statesmen and public opinion Why ? 
Because their imperialist communal matrix would not 
brook even the idea of ultimate liquidation of imperia- 
lism. Because they had not been forced either by their 
public or thinkers or statesmen to adopt any liberal, 
noble and really democratic war-aims and ideals. 

So the Anglo-American Delegations insisted that 
they could not go beyond promising to tram and guide 
the colonial peoples towards self-government But the 
world has had the unpleasant experience of India, 
Ceylon, and Egypt about this British game of " training 
and guiding towards self-government" to warn it about 
its limitations 

After a good deal of discussion, a compromise was 
reached to the effect that this self-government might be 
allowed to ultimately lead to independence, if and when 
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the colonial people concerned come to achieve and 
make good use of self-government and then choose to 
demand complete independence. All the unhappy 
experience of India in her vain efforts to utilize the self- 
governing institutions started by the British with their 
infantile paralysis of communal separate electorates, and 
also to overcome the British-generated evil of communal 
disunity seems to have failed to convince the Smo- 
Soviet Delegations about the utter impracticability and 
unattainability of this compromise formula Evidently 
they did not properly appraise India's unhappy expe- 
rience India too is promised independence but she is 
told that she can attain it only if she first achieves com- 
munal unity And the ruling Power sees to it that such 
a unity is unattainable Hence the Congress demand 
that British imperialism must first quit India, for only 
after independence can communal unity be attained. 
What is there to prevent an imperialist Power to play the 
same game in other colonies too ? Yet, the Sino-Soviet 
Delegations were obliged to bow to the irresistible 
Anglo-American imperialism and accept this face-saving 
but highly delusive compromise. 

So, today, as the upshot of this second World War 
and all their enforced sacrifices and sufferings, the 
colonial peoples have nothing more inspiring before them 
than this utterly impracticable and unrealizable "possi- 
bility" of self-government leading on to independence. 
The imperial Powers will continue to rule over them. 
Their governors are supposed to be accountable to the 
Mandates Commission of the World Security Authority. 
But they may not be replaced. The World Authority 
can and will have its Secretariat in each of the colonies 
and can entertain complaints and institute enquiries. It 
can also prepare plans for colonial development. But 
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when the Security Council is itself dominated by the 
five great Powers, three or four of whom have their 
fingers in the imperialist pie, what justice and protec- 
tion can be expected from it can be easily imagined. 

The only new things that have emanated as a result 
of this new World War is that Soviet Russia and China 
have found places on the Mandates Commission and 
that the Commission is made more powerful to do good 
in a small way to the colonial peoples and that the 
World Food Organization is brought into existence 
which may do some good to the colonial peoples who 
are mostly the producers of raw materials, especially 
cereals and oil-seeds But these are an utterly poor 
compensation for all the sacrifices imposed upon the 
colonial peoples And they cannot be expected really 
to lead the subject peoples to their national liberation 
within any measurable period of time 

Thus has the Second World War too failed to ap- 
proach the colonial problem in a rational, democratic and 
honest manner. This failure is as much due to the un- 
preparedness of the Anglo-American public opinion to 
appreciate the dangers inherent in the continuation of 
imperialism and the system of colonial administration, 
as the absence of a clear objective before the colonial 
peoples themselves and also before those like the Smo- 
Soviet peoples who are interested in their own emanci- 
pation — I make bold to say this despite the assertions 
of Barnes in his Soviet Light on the Colonies 

It was only in the light of Indian experience of Bri- 
tish machinations between 1930-1942 that so many of us 
have come to realize, under the leadership and guidance 
of Mahatma Qandhi and Pandit Nehru that the only sove- 
reign remedy for this seemingly insoluble and complex 
colonial problem is Gandhiji's demand that imperialism 
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shall 'quit' the colonies , that is, the world must force the 
imperialist peoples to shed their imperialism, and de- 
clare the colonial and oppressed peoples as entirely free 
peoples and recognize their countries as independent. 

Only when their status of independence is recog- 
nized, can a more fortunate people be trusted to go 
into their midst to serve them, not as masters with the 
right to decide upon their own tenure of office, remune- 
ration, and other privileges, but as real servants working 
for the welfare of the colonial peoples, subject to the 
immediate and effective control of the World Authority 
and to the ultimate judgement of the colonial peoples 
Only then can the protection and rapid progress of 
colonial peoples be ensured. 

Such is the discovery made by Indian nationalism 
during this second World War Hence Gandhiji's slogan 
of " Quit India ". Such again is the lesson drawn by those 
of us who have been taking interest in colonial peoples 
from the machinations, communal matrix and imperialist 
ambitions of the United Nations, as displayed during this 
War And our conclusions are justified by the failure of 
the Sino-Soviet Delegations even to approach, accept and 
voice this fundamental demand of all colonial and op- 
pressed peoples of the world for the immediate recogni- 
tion of their national independence. The very failure of 
San Francisco Conference supplies zest to our demand, 
and challenges us to discover other aims and methods 
to achieve the freedom of these unhappy peoples. 

Unfortunately such does not seem to be the case 
with the so-called Socialists of England. For instance 
the Socialists of the F. C. Bureau could only ask 1 for the 

1 Fabian Colonial Essays (Allen & Unwin), reviewed in 
The New Statesman and Nation , 23 June 1945. 
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privilege for coloured peoples "to travel to liberty". 
How long these poor people are expected to thus "travel 
to liberty " they do not say. They put in an eloquent plea 
for freedom, the necessity for which "is not altered by the 
colour of men's skins, hair, or eyes Yet, they could 
only demand a few more advances in Social Services 
and a little more political representation in the tribal 
and State legislatures of Africa and Malasia, which 
cannot even reach the Morley-Minto political reforms in- 
augurated in India so long ago as 1908. It is in the light of 
this failure of Western Socialists that our slogan of "Quit 
the Colonies" assumes its right historical perspective. 

We are glad to find that the leaders of the coloured 
and colonial peoples are quickly reacting to this mise- 
rable failure of all the United Nations and to comprehend 
the utter necessity of the subject peoples to demand 
and achieve complete freedom from imperialism. Both 
m the United States and in England they met and 
demanded the recognition of their national indepen- 
dence And Maulana Azad, the President of the Indian 
National Congress has rightly and boldly stipulated 
with Lord Wavell the British Viceroy in India that if In- 
dian nationalists were to go into the proposed National 
Government, that Government should have the right to 
press for the liquidation of imperialism and the real 
liberation of the Malasian and other Pacific peoples as 
well as Africans from their respective imperialist masters. 
And British imperialism has had to yield on this front to 
India's championship of colonial peoples. 

Thus it is India with her "Quit India" policy, her 
leaders Gandhiji and Nehru, who are devoted to the 
cause of colonial peoples and their freedom struggles, 
and the anti-imperialist and militant Indian National 
Congress that bid fair to lead the world's anti-imperialist 
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struggles and support the demand of colonial peoples 
for freedom. 

Why do we demand the immediate declaration 
of the independence of all the colonial peoples ? Be- 
cause imperialism has impoverished these peoples, 
prostrated them and destroyed their social and econo- 
mic hegemony , because imperialism can be allowed 
to continue only at the peril of utter destruction of the 
"will to live" of the colonial peoples; because there 
are still in the colonial peoples immense potentialities 
for progress — under self-government, because these 
peoples deserve the right to live their own way of life , 
because their historic mission tends to lead them to a 
more progressive, democratic and universal way of life 
than that of Soviet Russia 

This thesis seeks to present, not so much to the im- 
perialist peoples and those of other great Powers, as to 
the colonial peoples themselves, the utter untenability 
of the San Francisco compromise with the imperialist 
ideas of Sacred Trust, Trusteeship, Mandatory System, 
Self-Government and ultimate independence under the 
aegis of imperial systems propped up by the World Se- 
curity Council, etc ; and the absolute urgency of their 
demanding the recognition by the whole world, of their 
national independence, here and now, and their need 
to organize themselves to fight for that independence. 

We shall now proceed to review briefly the evil 
consequences of imperialism and its failure to improve 
the conditions of the colonial peoples, and the utter 
failure of even those Europeans like Mr Russel, who are 
genuinely interested in colonial peoples, to reach up to 
and comprehend the colonial peoples' fundamental 
demand for freedom and answer the slanderous and 
prejudiced objections raised by the Westerners to the 
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coloured peoples' demand for national independence 
Then we will proceed to indicate how in the West Indies 
the emancipated Negro slaves of the French Empire 
were able to achieve national freedom through their 
own leadership and defence forces, and how in this 
twentieth century, the descendants of the erstwhile 
British Negro slaves have come to organize themselves 
into trade unions and political parties and demand 
complete self-government Then we shall present our 
case against the Western conception of Sacred Trust, 
the imperialist claptrap of Mandates, the American 
game behind the Atlantic Charter and their flirtation 
with the empty idea of accountability We will then 
review the Philadelphia Charter and its inadequacy to 
meet the situation Lastly we will present our case for 
the immediate recognition of the right of coloured and 
colonial peoples for immediate national independence, 
our programme for their development into adult, modern 
nations and our plea for the organization of these peo- 
ples so as to fit them for revolutionary action against 
imperialism 

It is not our task in this thesis to review the history 
of acquisition, development and exploitation of various 
colonies by their imperialist masters That task has been 
performed m great detail by various authors, like 
J A Hobson, Lenin, Woolf, Norman Leys, Lugard, Olivier, 
Ponsonby, Bertrand Russel ; and those of our readers 
who are interested in those aspects of the problem of 
imperialism are advised to study their theses. We are 
here engaged with that aspect of the colonial problem 
which has not been so far studied as fully and as free 
from imperialist prejudices as is required. We are more 
interested in demonstrating the failure of imperialism to 
emancipate the colonial peoples from mediaevahsm and 
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put them on the road towards national freedom and 
progress ; we have to enquire into the latent capabili- 
ties of these unfortunate peoples for achieving social, 
economic, and political progress, their attempts at 
nation-building , their right to freedom and their need 
for political organization, social regeneration and self- 
development , and their inalienable right to national, 
social, and economic freedom to live in conformity with 
their own cultural heritage. 



CHAPTER II 


COMMUNAL MATRIX OF THE 
IMPERIALISTS 

[White and Yellow] 

Why dre Europeans blind to the danger of imperia- 
lism breeding wars ? 

The course of history, especially since 1870, is not 
unknown to Western thinkers how huge empires were 
carved out of the great vastnesses of Africa and Asia by 
different European and American Powers ; how the 
original inhabitants of those countries were defrauded, 
or destroyed , their lands confiscated , their ancient 
tribal economy upset and their simple, self-sufficing 
social and economic life raped by a devastating and 
merciless industrial economy. 

If we only study how European and American Po- 
wers have come to rob the Asiatic and African peoples 
of their freedom, by tricking their chiefs into deceitful 
treaties, by forcing their rulers to enter into disastrous 
wars with enemies much too powerful for them, and by 
confiscating the inalienable and ancient rights of mil- 
lions of natives over their lands, water-courses and 
forests, we realize how close is the resemblance bet- 
ween their imperialistic methods and the Fascist 
machinations of the present day. Both were influenced 
by the desire to grab others' lands and rob others of 
their freedom. Both displayed an equal disregard of 
others' rights and liberties, the sovereignty of other 
States and the feelings of other nations Just as Hitler 
labelled all people other than German unworthy of 
his civilizing mission, so also the first White settlers 
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described the natives as vermin and set out to hunt 
them down as we hunt rats. 

Mr J Cary says : "Between 1876, when King Leo- 
pold of the Belgians summoned the first conference at 
Brussels, and 1898, when England and France signed a 
convention fixing their West African frontiers, these 
Western Powers divided the continent among themselves. 
They marked their boundary lines, often in unexplored 
territory as tailors mark off cloth with chalk, dividing 
tribes in half, cutting off native farmers from their farms, 
villages from their water, capital towns from their markets, 
as if rivers, farms and towns had been no more than ink 
on paper " Does modern Nazism really beat this record ? 

Barbara Wood remarks. " The colonial expansion 
of this era of imperialism (1870-1900) was the most 
rapid and vigorous in history German capitalists were 
hunting for concessions side by side with British and 
French in Africa China was a prey to American and 
Japanese enterprise as well National prestige and 
national power came to back the attempts of capitalists 
to control and monopolize markets in Africa and Asia ; 
and from backing the capitalists, it was but a small step 
to annexing territory outright and excluding once and 
for all the trading interests of any but the nationals of 
the annexing Power. Capitalist concessionaries of 
various nationalities arrived in Africa, m the Middle 
East, in China Once ' treaties ' with the natives had 
secured their claims, their rivalries were a source of con- 
stant friction. Behind them stood the watchful Powers, 
ready to step in and ' annex ' should local native 
opposition or rival capitalists threaten the private con- 
cessions of their nationals. In Africa 11 million sq. miles 
were annexed in thirty years. China began its long 
agony of dismemberment, which has not yet ended. 
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The independence of Turkey, Persia and Afghanistan 
was reduced to a shadow." 

Hardly less unjust was the earlier subjugation of the 
teeming millions of India, and Malasia including the 
Dutch East Indies No wonder coloured peoples are 
sceptical about the professions of the United Nations, 
and desire freedom from the domination of both Impe- 
rialists and Fascists. 

More than once had the European empires come to 
the brink of a World War long before the conflagration 
of 1914 actually broke out Few can be ignorant of the 
fact that the last World War was due as much to the 
imperialistic greed of the British and the French as to 
the insatiable hunger of Germany for more and richer 
colonies and dependencies Who can deny that the 
victors pounced on the colonies of prostrate Germany 
like hungry wolves though they later paid lip homage to 
the Wilsonian dogma of the Mandates system of trustee- 
ship. The hypocrisy of this much-vaunted idea of 
trusteeship was exposed the moment Germany's demand 
for the return of her colonies was answered angrily and 
emphatically by South Africa, Australia and even 
England with the claim, sacred and incontrovertible— so 
it seemed to them — that they were needed to safeguard 
their strategic interests. Is it not possible that there will 
be another war or series of wars m the not-distant 
future for the redistribution of the African and Asiatic 
possessions of European empires, or for their reinstate- 
ment as independent and free countries, unless mean- 
while, under a new World Order, their status is deter- 
mined in a peaceful and equitable manner ? 

If, however, we are to trust the writings of European 
and, especially, Anglo-American authors, we get the 
impression that, apart from the settlement of all out- 
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standing European problems of nationality, if only India 
were conceded independence, the major threat to the 
new World Order of the future would be removed and 
the world could settle down to a long period of peace 
and happiness. 

But this is an ostrich-like attitude. Would there not 
be furious international rivalry for the valuable mineral 
and agricultural products and the colossal produc- 
tive capacity represented by the intelligent, industrious 
and frugal populations of the Dutch and British East 
Indies ? Are these countries to be regained by the 
Allies only to be treated once again as colonies ? What 
about the great fertile areas of Australia, hungry for 
more diligent settlers like the Japanese, Chinese and 
Indians than the indolent European ? What about 
Ceylon, small in area, but rich in plantations and mine- 
rals and possessing a vast coastline ? The potentialities 
of the immense African territories for yielding rich 
commercial crops and cereals and also valuable indus- 
trial minerals have yet to be tapped The productive 
capacity of the millions of strong, intelligent and indus- 
trious Negroes and other Africans, who have given 
proof of much latent craftsmanship, has got to be 
harnessed to many productive activities of industrial life . 1 
Moreover, Europe's imperialist Powers will not be con- 
tent with the present disproportionate and accidental 
distribution of that great continent among themselves. 
If many wars have been fought m the past between 
these imperialist Powers over their conflicting claims on 
Asiatic and African territories and the Balkans it needs 

1 Leonard Barnes rightly observes that there is a great source 
of energy— ’previously unused "—of ’’rather uncultured men and 
women", "in the millions of tropical Africa.'' {Soviet Light on 
the Colonies, pp. 12^-5) 
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no great imagination to realize that as many wars — more 
costly, more savage and disastrous in their nature and 
incidence, perhaps — may have to be fought before 
European and American imperialisms are content with 
a different disposition of these dependencies 

But how is it that the great bulk of Anglo-American 
thinkers are so wilfully indifferent to these terrible and 
calamitous possibilities ? Can it be that the superiority 
complex imbued m them, through generations, by their 
gratuitous, arrogant assumption of the ' white man's 
burden of civilizing the world', has blinded them, in- 
tellectually as well as socially, to the obvious threat 
which the future holds ? After all they are the victims 
of their ' communal matrix ', to borrow the phrase of 
Leonard Woolf, and thanks to their sedulous education, 
breeding and social environment, they seem to have 
accepted the mistaken notion that the coloured races 
are somehow incapable of looking after themselves, and 
inferior to the European races in intelligence, and orga- 
nization So they presume, not so much by way of open 
assertion as by a quiet assumption, unpublished and 
unmentioned, the general European idea that they have 
to fulfil their sacred mission of trusteeship m respect of 
the coloured peoples in order to effect their salvation 
and fit them for equal partnership in their industrialized 
and mechanized civilization. Their susceptibility to this 
self-delusion and self-hypnotism is baffling — it makes 
them totally insensitive to contemporary forces. 


3 



CHAPTER III 

OUR GENERAL CASE AGAINST 

IMPERIALISM 

HOW IT HAS FAILED TO PROMOTE PROGRESS 

I. Capitalism-cum-Imperialism 

Western imperialists try to assuage the tremors of 
their conscience by pretending that the unprivileged 
peoples of Asia and Africa are backward and are unable 
to help themselves, and that the continued guidance of 
the West is needed to help them towards freedom. Thus 
do they try to justify the continuation of the unconscio- 
nable tyranny imposed upon these peoples by European 
and American Powers But what are the true facts 9 
The last hundred years' domination of Africa by European 
Powers bears particularly eloquent testimony to the 
inhuman and endless sufferings inflicted on these 
backward people Hundreds of thousands perished at 
the hands of Europeans This destruction of life could 
not have been equalled in the wildest and most barba- 
rous tribal warfare, religious orgies, or superstitious 
head-hunting that one could possibly conjure up In the 
Congo alone, the Belgians, by butchery and inhuman 
persecution, reduced in two decades the Negro popu- 
lation by more than half. The rapid decimation of 
the Bush people of Australia and of the Red Indians of 
the American prairies, the destruction of countless 
Negroes of Africa, the horrible sufferings of indentured 
Indian, Chinese, and other labourers form the blackest 
chapters in the history of Western civilization. How 
then does it lie in the mouth of a Western savant 
or statesman to claim that his Government must exercise 
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9 

its benevolent control over these unfortunate subjects ? 
Even the most enthusiastic imperialist cannot claim to 
have conferred any special democratic institutions or 
privileges on the Africans 1 Neither representative insti- 
tutions nor civil liberties have been bestowed upon 
them, and there has been no sincere or consistent effort 
made to fit them for self-government and economic 
equality with other nations 

On the other hand, both Africa and Asia have been 
great reservoirs from which Europe and America have 
drawn limitless wealth in gold, raw materials, minerals 
and even man-power for the last two or three hundred 
years Even before the European industrial revolution, 
Westerners derived great benefit through trade with 
these continents which were comparatively richer in 
essential raw materials Much greater have been the 
advantages derived by the Western nations since the 
industrial revolution, thanks to their mechanized industry 
and the control secured by them over world markets, 
banking and transport This initial advantage afforded by 
the industrial revolution brought in its tram growing 
political ambitions and greater military capacity, which 
won for the Western nations extending domination over 
coloured peoples thoroughly unprepared to face this 
new challenge. Once political domination had been 
coupled with economic monopoly and these two were 
reinforced by the coping stone of the proselytizing 
missionary, the impact of Western imperialism became 
not only irresistible, but also disastrous to the subject 
peoples of these two great continents. Ever since, 
Europe has sedulously followed the unscrupulous policy 
of exploiting the dependencies and their peoples. Secur- 
ing their raw materials at rock-bottom prices and sup- 
plying them with shoddy manufactured goods at highly 
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advantageous rates — thanks to their manipulation of 
world markets — exchanges and currency, were only 
the first steps in the processes of such exploitation . 1 
The reservation of the Kenya highlands for European 
settlements, the purchase of plantations at nominal prices 
on such Indian highlands as the Himalayas and the 
Nilgiris, the acquisition of royalties over East and West 
African minerals and the misappropriation of vast belts 
of rich arable lands m different African possessions — 
these are only a few more glaring examples. Lest one 
should be tempted to excuse the European for his in- 
human trade in slavery throughout the sixteenth, seven- 
teenth and eighteenth centuries on the ground of his 
later nineteenth century championship of emancipation, 
one has to be reminded of the twentieth century methods 
he has employed in Africa He has first appropriated 
thousands of acres of land, driven away the original 
settlers and sold it to white settlers at nominal prices. 
He has then imposed a poll-tax on every Negro living 
in his ' Reserves ' in order to force him to come out and 
engage himself to the white settler as a wage-slave to 
earn enough to pay this tax. 

Equally cruel exploitation was resorted to m the 
Malayan States, Ceylon, and the East Indies Indians 
were first brought m as indentured labourers on a con- 
tract for a number of years ; a worker was then made 
liable to imprisonment if he broke the contract ; he was 
also denied civil rights, such as purchasing and owning 
land or houses, and social amenities, such as education 
and healthy quarters to live in ; and he was forced, in 
the end, to live like a miserable chattel 

1 See also Leonard Barnes Soviet Light on the Colonies, 
pp. 51,150, and 248. 
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The industrial development of all these depen- 
dencies has been scrupulously arrested by various direct 
and indirect methods while their dependence upon 
European markets for industrial products was made 
the mam factor deciding their daily economic life. 
The introduction of money wages, the imposition of 
head and hut taxes payable only m cash, the operation 
of forced labour, the creation of an artificial labour 
market and labour reserves in towns, the treatment of 
unemployed Negroes as vagrants to be consigned to 
jails and thence to European plantations, the mainte- 
nance of the stream of indentured and other immigrant 
labour to threaten the local Negro and other labour into 
submission, have all undermined the economic insularity 
and independence of the colonial peoples This policy 
has bled white these countries and their industrious, 
frugal and intelligent peoples numbering 500 odd 
millions. 

Yet, little or nothing has been done to develop even 
the agriculture of these colonial territories. Neither the 
spread of the desert, nor the growth of erosion has 
been arrested ; neither rural communications nor the 
rural water supply, public health and sanitation have 
been attended to Barring European-owned plantations, 
the agricultural economy of Africa and the Indies 
(West and East) has been singularly neglected. The 
growing impoverishment of the land, cattle and pea- 
santry has not yet been checked No effort worth the 
name has been made by the British Imperialists to 
recruit Africans to the higher cadres of the civil services, 
while the French effort to promote a few Negroes to 
Governorships has failed to disguise their equally insi- 
dious exploitation The Dutch have been the worst 
sinners m every respect, that is, in degrading and 
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trampling down the colonials The present prosperity 
and the past hundred years of enjoyment of accumulat- 
ed wealth and the consequent culture of the Western 
nations owe much to this source of continuous and 
deliberate exploitation. Both the administrators and 
European capitalists have been more busy draining 
away the colonial resources than developing them 
Both have leaned far too much on Arabian, Indian and 
Chinese money-lenders, merchants and landlords to aid 
them in further exploiting the less fortunate colonials 
If such are the miserable consequences of British admi- 
nistration one can imagine how much more harmful must 
be the other European imperialist systems. This domi- 
nation over coloured peoples, whether it be unashamed 
imperialism or hypocritical mandatory trusteeship, has 
been an unmitigated evil, being an automatic stopper of 
all progress, stultifying and sabotaging the people's 
latent capabilities as well as their excellent traditions of 
collective and communal production and distribution. 

Mahatma Gandhi and Mr Brailsford first drew the 
attention of the world to the fact that industrial nations 
are exploiting agricultural peoples Mr Brailsford gave in 
1939 the conclusive answer that the possession of 
colonies "assures to them (the colonial Powers) a rich 
source of profit denied to their rivals 1 ". (Why Capita- 
lism means War, p. 76) Mr Brailsford asked the Wes- 
tern Socialist whether he had faced the fact that 'empire' 
means primarily a financial relationship between the 
white creditor and dark debtor, which enables the 
former to thrive on roast beef, while the latter starves on 
rice. 

There is yet another direction m which modern 
imperialism, which is a projection of modern world 
capitalism, exploits (but invisibly) the colonial peoples. 
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First of all, imperialism destroys colonial cottage indus- 
tries and prevents the growth of modern industries 
Next, it converts the colonies into backyards or reserve 
green-gardens of the capitalist nations, fit only to pro- 
duce raw materials for their own industries Thirdly, it 
commandeers colonial produce at the cheapest prices 
possible, and exacts the highest prices obtainable for 
its own industrial products and commercial services, 
thus draining the colonies' economic and productive 
resources, all through seemingly equal exchanges taking 
place in the world markets . 1 Thus politically enslaved, 
financially indebted and economically undeveloped 
and dwarfed, the colonial peoples are daily exploited 
through these unequal exchange relations. So Brails- 
ford said : " Industry, with its allied financial system, is 
perpetually exploiting agriculture Industrial work 
earns a higher reward in income and leisure than agri- 
cultural work, whether we reckon by skill or by effort 
The two wage levels and the two price levels tend to 
lose their proper ratio " When President Roosevelt and 
the British Labourite, Shinwell, talk of equal opportunity 
for all to contribute to the economic development of 
backward countries, it only means that the more 
advanced and richer Anglo-American peoples are to be 
privileged to exploit the colonies through an unequal 
exchange relationship between their industrial and 
commercial services and colonial produce and labour 

Miserable Results of British Administration 

British colonial administration is supposed to be 
the most progressive. But what has it achieved ? A few 
millions of Negroes are converted to Christianity, the 


1 See Barnes: op. cit., p. 248. 
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better to subjugate them and make them contented 
with their political slavery A few lakhs are made literate, 
and some thousands are absorbed into the Govern- 
ment services But this has created only an additional 
unhealthy class of privileged people. All the old auto- 
cratic machinery has been retained, and blood-thirsty 
tribal leaders and family heads have been recognized 
as local representatives of the masses and agents of the 
imperialist Power, and thus, all possibility of the growth 
of independent leadership of the masses is completely 
eliminated. Where there were no class distinctions, 
inequality of income, or private property, these un- 
healthy capitalist tumours are being sedulously fostered 
by the British administration Elementary education is 
hardly developed and high schools and universities are 
conspicuous by their absence in the African colonies 
For instance, neither are the Buntu language and litera- 
ture fostered, nor are the people helped to develop a 
self-reliant culture of their own, drawing freely from 
their traditional lore and also from the progressive 
thought and experience of the rest of the world. So far 
no efforts have been made to reinstate primeval institu- 
tions with modifications, so as to enable these people to 
increase their productive capacity, achieve an equitable 
distribution and raise the general standard of living and 
comfort. Even the introduction of peasant holdings in 
the West Indies and the development of garden culture 
on the Gold Coast have been taken up by the State 
only half-heartedly. No systematic effort has been made 
to impart any vocational training, either elementary or 
advanced ; no large-scale schemes of irrigation, affores- 
tation, cattle development, etc. have been devised; 
no concerted drive has been planned either against 
erosion or the spreading of the desert. 



II. Evils of Imperialism 


Many distinguished writers like J. A Hobson, Lenin, 
Brailsford, Ponsonby, Woolfe, Wells, Bertrand Russell, 
have already exposed the evil results of imperialism and 
all progressive thinkers and statesmen have concluded 
that this vicious force of imperialism must be destroyed. 
Now that fascism is uprooted, it is the world's duty to 
uproot imperialism also 

But some American thinkers like John Gunther have 
come to flirt with the idea that imperialism, if it can be 
divorced from economic exploitation, may not be such 
an unmitigated evil And the American Government 
has not yet given up its traditional policy of disguised 
imperialism known as the ' Manifest Destiny ' of the 
United States We have to be on our guard against the 
propaganda emanating from such interested quarters 
as these. 

There are still a few serious students of imperialism 
and colonial peoples who cherish some hopes about the 
capacity of imperial nations to turn a new leaf and 
behave better towards the colonial peoples, especially 
under the direction or supervision of the Mandates 
Commission It is necessary to disabuse their minds. 

Recently two very useful studies have been made 
of the effects of imperialism —one by A G. Russell and 
the other by Leonard Barnes Since both of them cover 
the same ground and present the same kind of exposure 
of the evils of imperialism, we shall content ourselves 
with giving a brief picture of the vicious impact 
of imperialism on colonial and coloured peoples as 
given by A G Russell in his Colour , Race and Empire 
published by Victor Gollancz. For a more detailed 
study, we suggest that besides this book, Imperialism 
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by Lenin, as edited by L Mendelssohn and Soviet Light 
on the Colonies by Leonard Barnes should also be 
carefully read 


Mischief of Imperialism 

Russell's analysis of the mischief of imperialism is 
exhaustive He shows clearly how the collective owner- 
ship of land prevailing among the Africans, the Mala- 
yans and the Javanese was subverted , how land values 
and uneconomical^ small holdings have been thrust 
upon people who thought of land in terms of crops and 
cattle , how the coloured masses, who thought more of 
their communal, family, and tribal duties than of indivi- 
dual claims for private property and exploitation, have 
been forced to adopt the demoralizing individualism, 
of the Europeans, and how the Western conception of 
making cash their km has come to be superimposed 
upon the tribal conception of sacrificing everything for 
one's kith and kin. He deplores the 'organized disorder' 
introduced by imperialism (p 275) He explodes quite 
effectively the myth circulated by such imperialists as 
Barbara Wood and Lord Hailey that the colonies do not 
benefit the imperial countries through any direct or in- 
direct economic drains, by citing the example of how 
the four colonies of the Gold Coast have exported goods 
worth nearly £31 million, and obtained in return goods 
worth only £181 million He rightly concludes that 
nearly £13 million goes to "somebody other than the 
inhabitants of these colonies in profits, interests, pen- 
sions, debt services, and other non-effective expendi 
ture To those who argue that this drain is in return 
for the contribution made by the imperialists towards 
the economic development of the colonies, the answei 
is ready that 64 per cent of the revenue of Nigeria is 
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spent on interest charges and cost of administration, 
" leaving for economic development and social services 
a sum of Is 3d per head of the population (p 248) 
He deplores the fact that the poor inhabitants of the 
West Indies were obliged to deliver £30 million to 
Britain as a ' war loan 

Why Railways ? 

He maintains, and rightly, that capitalists construct- 
ed railways in the colonies not for “ the well-being of 
the African agriculturist, but for tapping the various 
mineral deposits, and placing on the world markets agri- 
cultural produce grown cheap, thanks to the command 
of cheap native labour ".(p 25) He tells us that out of 
the interest charges, those due to investments on railways 
and such other capitalist-cum-impenahst equipment 
absorbed 75 per cent and social services secured only 
5 per cent in the six colonies whose accounts were 
examined, (p. 252) As for the 1 open door ' which the 
Atlantic Charter wishes to maintain and British imperia- 
list liberals make so much of, Mr Russell instances the 
case of the Malayans, whose country is one of the richest, 
whose mines and lands yield the greatest profits, but 
who remain as poor as ever and who are forced to occupy 
a constantly deteriorating position in the country's 
population, thanks to the streams of immigrants from 
China, India, Ceylon and Europe, with the consequent 
loss of even the ' will to live ' 

Mr Russell has recognized how "plantation economy 
increased African oil for the benefit of the White settler." 
(p. 243) He also shows that mining operations have 
come in, not to help the Africans, but to swell the profits 
of the Europeans " While the native looks to the mine 
to supplement his income, the mine-owner looks on the 
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Reserves as a place where the native can earn money to 
supplement the small mine wages " When the plantations, 
carved out of unjustly appropriated tribal lands and 
run by forced Negro labour or indentured Indian or 
Chinese workers, failed to yield adequate profits, to 
quieten the natives, small holdings were created on the 
plea of making peasants out of Africans But these 
small holdings were too small to enable peasants to pay 
their poll-tax. They were obliged, m consequence, to 
make "for the mines, though the work was disliked" and 
did not pay enough to cover the poll-tax either (p. 63) 
Naturally Africans had to go to detention camps for 
failure to pay taxes — thence to be hired out to planters, 
mine-owners, or other entrepreneurs Thus " in 1937, 
19,000 Africans were lodged in fifty-three detention 
camps in Kenya, sanctioned m 1925 by Mr Amery " 
(p. 79) 


Commercial Crops 

As for the boasted introduction of commercial crops 
and the enforced entry of Africa into the world markets 
and the modernization of the economic life of Africa, 
Mr Russell gives very telling facts to prove the growing 
helplessness of Africans. " Between 1926 and 1932, the 
fall in commodity prices was, in rubber from 79 to 3 ; 
silk from 7 to 1 , tin 70 to 19; copper 21 to 5, cotton 
22 to 5 ; sugar 3*5 to 0*6. 

"In 1926 the Gold Coast received £ 11,350,000 for 
238,000 tons of cocoa ; m 1937, 230,000 tons earned 
only £ 2,900,000/' (p 244) 

" The Nigerian trade is practically a monopoly of the 
United Africa Company " (p. 249) 

That these monopolists do not exercise any economy 
in the exploitation of either the mineral resources or the 
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agricultural wealth, was revealed by the scandals of the 
Amazon Basm, Brazil and the Congo. " Once, plentiful 
supplies of wild rubber could be got from the Gold 
Coast, Nigeria and, most of all, the Congo Basin, but so 
merciless was the dram on the trees that it was not long 
before these natural resources were absolutely exhausted 
and not another pound of rubber was produced ," while 
the terrible destruction of human life wrought in callous 
unconcern by these monopolists is a nameless crime 
against humanity — in fact its enormity makes one pass 
by capitalism as a mere system and pronounce the 
perpetrators as some depraved, anti-human species. 
" Moreover, the numbers of 'Congo natives' declined 
from 20,000,000 to 8,500,000, owing to lmperialist-cum- 
capitalist cruelty and wastage " (p 242) 

And through the mischief of these world markets, 
many African countries have lost their traditional self- 
sufficiency in food-grains and have now come to depend 
on imports, to such an extent indeed that economic 
depression would starve them to death. For instance, 
between one-eighth and one-fourth of the Gold Coast 
total import trade consists of foodstuffs. Similarly, in the 
West Indies, both Jamaica and Trinidad import large 
quantities of foodstuffs and other goods they themselves 
could produce. Jamaica, set in a fish-producing sea, 
imports £ 250,000 worth of tinned fish from America, 
though her own island dependencies, Turks, and Caicos, 
depend for their existence on the export to Canada of 
salt to cure the fish that comes back to them in tins. 
Trinidad imports 900,000 dollars worth of rice and 
350,000 dollars worth of tinned milk. (p. 247) 

And the biggest lever with which the African has 
been turned into an unwilling labourer on plantations 
or m other European enterprises has been the direct 
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taxation It is only recently that the attempt was made 
to impose income-tax on the white settlers (p 246) of a 
very few colonies. 

Thus has Africa got into the "embarrassingly tight 
embrace m which she is held by the business world of 
Europe and America. It is a communal slavery as 
terrifying in its results as was the personal slavery of 
the eighteenth and early nineteenth centuries , for the 
whole economic life of the continent is subservient 
either to the designs of monopolists or to the violently 
shifting periods of boom and slump which they are 
powerless to control " (p 244) 

And who benefits ? Of course, the trader, the 
manufacturer and the imperialist Look at the way the 
key services exploit and discriminate against the African. 
" In Kenya African-grown maize in July 1942, received 
$4-90 for 200 lbs. at the marketing centre, then an 
allowance of 50 cents per bag (l e. 200 lbs.) was made to 
traders handling to the railway ; while another 75 cents 
per 200 lbs. was set aside from the profits of the Maize 
Control Board and paid into a special fund 'for the benefit 
of African producers'." On the other hand, "the price of 
maize grown by non-natives was $9 per 200 lbs." (p. 254) 
Can any discrimination and exploitation be worse ? 

In regard to taxes too, this discrimination works 
against the Africans. For instance, "calico, cotton blan- 
kets, shoes — all indispensable articles for Africans — 
have to pay rates four, six, or even ten times those charg- 
ed on exportable agricultural produce, while the free 
list, covering 40 per cent of imported goods omits 
many real necessities such as furniture and foodstuffs, 
but includes articles used only by Europeans such as 
lorries, machinery, etc ; it omits bicycles, but includes 
tractors." (p. 254) 
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Mischief of Resident European Settlers 

Russell remarks : “It has been seen over and over 
again how the presence of even a small resident Euro- 
pean community is responsible for an all-round increase 
in Government expenditure, often largely for the bene- 
fit of the Europeans " "In the West Indies the percentage 
of revenue raised by income-tax m 1936 was five, the 
comparable figure for the United Kingdom being 35 
per cent/' (p. 135) 

On the other hand, the Negroes contribute much 
more by way of direct taxation . that is, poll-tax. For 
instance, this tax comes to 22*9 per cent of the total 
tax revenue of East Africa, 40*02 per cent in South 
African dependencies, 8-8 per cent m West Africa. 

Yet in 1937 only the following meagre percentages 
of the total public expenditure of the Colonies were 
devoted to the Medical and Educational services . (p. 60) 



Medical 

Educational 

East Africa 

8*49 

5*33 . 

South African Territories ... 

6*1 

2*81 

West Africa 

9*1 

6*03 

West Indies 

11*35 

9*73 

Pacific Dependencies 

10*42 

5-49 

Even out of this, a very large percentage 

is devoted to 


the benefit of Europeans. For instance, as much as £18-12 
was spent on each European child's education in the Afri- 
can colonies, as against 14s. 3d. spent on an African child. 

Capitalism is so mixed up with the whites that " if, 
for instance, you want to tax the rich in order to educate 
the poor, this social problem is at once seen in racial 
terms as taxing the whites to benefit the blacks. If 
Governments favoured the rich at the expense of the 
poor, they were necessarily favouring the whites at the 
expense of the blacks." 



48 


COLONIAL AND COLOURED PEOPLES 


South Africa's record is just as bad, if not worse, 
notwithstanding all her vaunted self-government, and 
Marshal Smuts' high falutin professions of trusteeship 
for civilization " In 1940, a sum of £610,000 was spent 
on the development of Native Areas , of this, not less 
than £585,000 was drawn from taxes and rents which 
the natives themselves had paid " 

Johannesburg had her separate native revenue 
account, and her Municipal Board Halls, started in 
1940, drew £63,700 from Negroes " Consequently no 
grant was necessary from the General Accounts", as 
Negroes paid for their social services by obligingly 
drinking enough to pay a tidy sum by way of Beer Tax 
"From July 1939 to June 1940, the total of such grants 
amounted to £103,225 but only £4,324, that is 4*2 per 
cent went to institutions catering for Africans " (p 64) 
"Out of the £688-1-8 spent on outdoor relief by the Rand 
Aid Society only £7-10-3 went to Africans " For children 
in need of care, as potential or actual delinquents, ac- 
commodation is available for 7,500 Europeans, while the 
entire coloured Indian and African population has to be 
content with 1,400 places (p 64) Even the Bantus in 
the Reserves are no better off since they get in return, 
by way of public expenditure, only 4s out of every 20s. 
they contribute in poll-tax. (p. 96) And, as if these in- 
equalities were not enough there is the stark fact of five 
million Bantus compelled to be satisfied with only one- 
thirtieth as much land as is owned by two million 
Europeans, (p. 62) 

Imperialist Profiteering 

And here are a few figures given by Russell about 
the lush profits derived by world capitalism out of the 
life-blood of the African masses : 
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The Rand Mines Ltd. have received in dividends in 
41 years £22,200,786 — a return of 4,465 per cent on 
their original investment ; and in 1940, they declared a 
dividend of 160 per cent The profits of the Rand Gold 
Mines reached £3,897,732 in March 1941. 

The Copper mines derived an income of £8,201,000 
and "of this sum approximately six times as much was 
paid in dividends to shareholders as went to the natives 
whose toil had so largely dug the metal from the earth 
Even out of this wage fund, only 9 d. to Is 2d a day 
was paid to a Negro, whereas 28s 6 d. was paid to a 
white miner The Consolidated Selection Trust Ltd 
was able to distribute even in that depression year of 
1931-2, a 20 per cent dividend. Four companies with 
a total capital of £6,770,000 earned m 1936-7 profits 
of £1,540,000 ; the wages paid by the whole industry 
were at £473,000 — approximately a third of that sum ; 
the dividends were between 30 and 45 percent " (p. 41) 
The Dunlop Rubber Plantations Company paid a 
25 per cent dividend in 1940 "after meeting retrospec- 
tive taxation". 

Rightly does Mr Russell ask the question . "Is it too 
much to hope that people will perceive some relation 
between the exploitation which these profits reveal and 
the background of extreme poverty, bad social condi- 
tions, scandalous housing, starved health services, 
feeble education and rampant illegitimacy which is the 
direful picture thus revealed ? " (p. 41) 

Everybody knows by now how the European entre- 
preneur, whether he be planter, mine-owner, or manu- 
facturer, is dead against the economic development 
and prosperity of the African, Malayan and other 
coloured races Mr Russell cites the authority of the 
Ormsby-Gore Report regarding the "anxiety among the 
4 
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European coffee-planters lest the natives should be en- 
couraged to grow coffee", (p. 96) Even where European 
planters have failed in competition with Negro or Mala- 
yan peasants, European enterprise is resourceful enough 
to monopolize all the key services and squeeze every iota 
of substance from the toil of the coloured peasant masses. 

European Labour is Imperialistic 

But what about European Labour, who mouth socia- 
list phrases and flirt with socialist ideology ? Is their 
performance any better than that of the European settlers 
in these colonies who talk of democracy and self-govern- 
ment, of course only for themselves and not for those 
coloured masses who form the great majority of the 
colonial population ? 

Here is the typical attitude of a poor white in South 
Africa as depicted by an able novelist : " The reason I 

am on strike is because they want the niggers to do 
white men's work on the mines If we don't look out, the 
niggers will be bossing white men. I say, keep them 
down or the trick niggers will be everybody, and we shall 
be niggers, niggers. I am on strike to save the white 
people of South Africa." (Quoted by Mr Russell, p. 103.) 

This attitude was also typical of an Indian trade 
unionist in pre-war Burma, Ceylon and Malaya — he too 
did not want to be replaced by the native. But whereas 
in South Africa, the 1 poor white 7 had the superiority- 
complex of his race and the usual partiality of Govern- 
ment towards his kind to help him, the Indian had to 
fight agajff\$fc much greater odds, because, the imperialist 
and.^heilc- Governments could affect impartiality when- 
ever 'Indians and the local inhabitants started fighting 

amongst themselves over a labour problem of their 

♦ 

(the Government's) creation. 
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Only too often do the poor whites in Africa, the 
Indian immigrants and the local inhabitants fall into the 
trap set by world capitalism-cum-imperialism and con- 
tinue to hate each other, instead of combining against 
their common enemy. 

This failure of the victims of world imperialism to 
realize their common interests is due to their unequal 
incomes, and shares of wealth vouchsafed by capitalism ; 
and to their fear that their particular shares would be 
jeopardized unless they keep away other victims from 
encroaching upon their special fields of work and 
remuneration. 

That the leadership of organized and class-conscious 
South African white labour is unable to see through this 
mischief of capitalism and falls a prey to its imperialist 
colour prejudice is indicated by the following exclama- 
tion of a ' white ' labour leader as quoted by Mr Russell . 
"He had come to help make Northern Rhodesia a white 
country. He was surprised to find that the native had 
actually encroached upon not only unskilled labour, but 
also skilled labour m this territory, and he asked what 
was going to happen to the white men in this country if 
they were not organized ? . . . The white men's rights 
must be protected." (p. 54) And he finds an ally in the 
hybrid coloured man, the Indian, the Chinese— who also 
hug their special privileges and try to cold-shoulder the 
real native, who alone has the greatest right to everything 
in countries in which they are but interlopers. 



CHAPTER IV 

THE MANDATORY SYSTEM 

In this examination of the results of the Mandatory 
System we may ignore the differences m the constitutional 
status of major and minor mandates and consider their 
general status and its effects upon their peoples First, 
it has failed to keep alive in the mind of the Mandatory 
Power the consciousness that it is only a trustee and 
that the people of the mandated territories must scrupu- 
lously be trained for political freedom at the earliest 
opportunity It has failed also to inculcate in the minds 
of such people the idea that they are an independent 
nation, only undergoing training for the enjoyment of 
their fullest political and economic powers. On the 
contrary, it has encouraged the Mandatory Power to hug 
the idea of permanent domination over the mandated 
territory, its people being condemned to helpless and 
eternal subjection Secondly, by maintaining what is 
known as the 'open door', free of any tariff walls against 
international trade, the League of Nations has given a 
free hand to the Mandatory Power and its allies or friends 
to exploit the economic resources of the unfortunate 
land and its people by dumping their machine-made 
goods at disproportionately high prices and purchasing 
their agricultural produce in return at scandalously low 
prices. Thus a growing stream of the wealth of ‘these 
people has been stimulated to flow into the coffers of 
the white nations. The traditional martial spirit of the 
masses has not been disciplined and regulated for use 
in the modern mechanized defence forces that will be 
badly needed when the Mandates System is abolished 
and political independence conferred upon them. And 
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positive harm is being done by the destruction of village 
handicrafts and subsidiary industries and the conse- 
quent growth of unemployment among peasants and 
handicraftsmen Thirdly, the production of commercial 
crops is being stimulated, not through the coloured 
people for their own benefit, but through newly fostered 
European plantations, and all that the native gets out of 
it is the inadequate wage paid to him Thus the cream 
out of this production is denied to him. Fourthly, an un- 
wanted wage slavery, so passionately hated by the 
people, is being imposed upon them through the poll- 
tax and other levies to be paid in cash, the better to 
break their traditional spirit of independence. No 
genuine effort has so far been made by any of the 
Mandatory Powers to make a careful, impartial and 
sympathetic study of the traditions and communal matrix 
of these peoples m regard to social relations and poli- 
tical governance, and to develop institutions of self- 
government for the regulation of local as well as national 
affairs, in harmony with their tribal and other customs. 
The British boast of having made use of the traditional 
Negro institutions of local self-government has only 
meant the condemnation of the people to continued 
domination by their autocratic and unscrupulous here- 
ditary chiefs, who have outlived their utility by a mil- 
lennium. The French are not half so clever. They have 
openly followed the merciless policy of trying to absorb 
these people into their highly centralized and therefore 
soulless system of administration and mechanized armies. 
Who could be so bold, after the last twenty-two years of 
this mockery of 'trusteeship', as to declare that the peoples 
of Africa and other continents have been trained to 
tackle their political and economic problems and deal 
with the outside world ? Where is the evidence of any 
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sincere effort on the part of the Mandatory Powers to 
develop their capacity for self-government and social 
uplift and to enable them to enjoy a much higher stan- 
dard of living, without forfeiting the assurance of their 
accustomed share in the communal production of food, 
forest privileges and immunity from individual unem- 
ployment or starvation ? The supervision exercised by 
the League of Nations over the administration of these 
territories has been only nominal, and the only bold 
effort made by small nations to get an annual adminis- 
trative report submitted (by France in respect of Syria 
and by England m respect of Palestine) proved abor- 
tive The League does not have its own secretariat or 
representative m these territories to supervise the work 
of the Mandatory Powers It has no authority to receive 
any direct representations from the peoples of these 
unfortunate areas, nor has it tried m any effective man- 
ner to give definite directions as to how they should be 
administered and how their people should be trained 
to achieve continuous progress towards independence. 
In fact it was all like consigning the lamb to the mercy 
of the wolf, and then expect the ' trustee ' to help the 
ward become its equal. To expect that the people of 
these territories would obtain justice from the League, 
and that by making complaints through the Mandatory 
Powers is to betray ignorance of the ways of capitalism 
and imperialism They pretend to quote Iraq's attain- 
ment of independence, and membership of the League, 
as an example of the magnanimity of England in the 
administration of a mandate ; but that gesture was dictat- 
ed by the political necessity of creating a nominally 
independent country to counter the restlessness among 
other Arabian peoples and also the better to safe-guard 
the Mosul oil-fields and the Iraq oil-refineries. None 
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acquainted with these facts would be encouraged to 
cherish illusions about any bright future awaiting the 
coloured peoples. 

It is futile for any one, at this stage, to suggest a 
strengthening of the system of Mandates m order to 
mitigate the evils of the imperialist administration of 
such territories in the past Time was in 1930-1 when 
so many of us who founded the League of Coloured 
Peoples put our faith in such a remedy. I see from the 
latest writings of some English thinkers including Lord 
Hailey, that they were prepared to adopt some of our 
1930-1 suggestions m order to ward off the danger of 
the German demand for the return of their colonies. 
For instance, they agree to the stationing of a perma- 
nent League Commission m every mandated territory, 
to conduct independent enquiries into complaints, and 
to lay down periodical programmes of uplift, reform and 
administration for the guidance of the Mandatory 
Powers. They also consent to the idea of giving ade- 
quate training to foreign civil servants in sociology and 
local tribal lore, thought and institutions, and also to 
framing up, fairly rapidly, an increasing number of local 
people for the civil services. 

Mr Norman Bentwich's observations in this con- 
nexion are of some interest . 

" The Trusteeship principle is that the governing 
Power holds a trust not for any group of States, but for 
civilization. For that reason, the extension of the con- 
trol of the League of Nations authority is in principle to 
be recommended. 

"Experience has shown that certain changes m 
the present system of supervision by the Man- 
dates Commission are needed for its more efficient 
working. 
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"It should be possible for the League — or the Fede- 
ration — to appoint a commissioner in the colonial terri- 
tory to see the implementing of its advice." 

A more radical measure is to entrust the conduct of 
the government of the colonies to members of the pro- 
posed Federal Union, making such administration a 
federal subject The principles of government would 
be laid down by the federal authority, and the adminis- 
tration would be formed by persons chosen from the 
members of any of the Federal States The main aims 
that should inspire a federal government of dependen- 
cies have been defined by Sir William Beveridge as 
paramountcy of native interests, and equality among 
all citizens of member States for purposes of trade. 

Bentwich concludes however that "there is no com- 
pelling reason why a single system should be applied." 

But the British Under-Secretary for Colonies, Mr 
Harold Macmillan, gave no evidence of any wisdom 
dawning on the British imperialists even though, owing 
to the earlier suppression of all nationalist movements 
m the East Indies, the British and Dutch Empires had lost 
to the Japanese 60 per cent of the world's tin produc- 
tion, 90 per cent of rubber, a large proportion of wolfram 
and lead, and important sources of sugar, tea and rice. 
His sole concern is " We need to increase colonial 
production for world purposes on an immense scale." 
But what about the fate of the poor colonies ? Look at 
British imperialism's dream for the future of the colonies 
as outlined in a statement made on 24th June 1942 . 

"The colonial people must be given better educa- 
tion, and more opportunities to take part m the public 
services of their country. We must have a mobile force 
of administration — medical, agricultural and financial 
experts who can be posted to any part of the colonial 
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empire There must be a healthy development of trade 
unionism in many colonies. There must be long-term 
capital investment which could not be profitable except 
over a long period of years, even generations, especially 
in Africa It must be a large-scale public investment, 
accompanied both by private investment publicly 
guided, and by ordinary private investment. 

“ The colonies are poor because they are four or five 
centuries behind the times Our job is to hustle them 
across the great interval of time — we shall do so 
only m the way all big jobs are done —decision, vigour, 
imagination and ruthless and over-riding zeal 1 " An 
excellent plan, provided British imperialist control is 
removed and all this is carried out by a world Federa- 
tion But the British imperialist cannot contemplate 
abdication of power in favour of anyone else who may 
desire to work for the welfare of the colonial peoples. 
He may at best take into partnership a German or 
Japanese or Italian Government 1 What a tragedy 1 

But they do not realize that much water has flown 
under the bridges since 1930 and what might have 
sufficed then does not at all meet the present-day situa- 
tion. Moreover, the experience of this system for the 
past 22 years, and the natural tendency of imperialist 
Powers to perpetuate their domination over such terri- 
tories once they are allowed even a slight foothold, 
condemn this system as most unsuited and dangerous to 
the coloured peoples. 

Extension of Mandates System is not enough 

Some time ago it used to be suggested by certain 
people that even those African, Asiatic and other depen- 
dencies of European and American empires should be 
converted into Mandates, their administrations brought 
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under the general supervision of the League, and their 
peoples given the assurance that they might reach in 
due time the status of independent nationhood. But 
what we have cited so far is enough to demonstrate the 
bitter inadequacy of the status of a Mandated Territory. 
Therefore it is futile for anyone to advocate the confer- 
ment of only such status upon these dependencies 
Both those countries which have come to be treated as 
mandates and those which have been incorporated into 
Western empires as mere dependencies must be treated 
alike, when their future status comes to be decided upon, 
and granted complete independence and equality of 
status with all other nations The utter failure of the 
dictum of Lord Passfield in 1930-1, when he was 
Secretary of State for Colonies, that all British colonies 
should be treated as a ' trust 7 placed under the care of 
the more advanced brother, the British nation, with a 
view to training them for the achievement of full nation- 
hood, both to arrest their unconscionable exploitation by 
British capitalists and imperialists and to promote the 
essential interests of the colonial peoples, strengthens 
our contention that there is no acceptable solution for 
this problem short of recognizing the right of these 
peoples for immediate independence and nationhood. 

Even today Mr Eden, the British ex-Foreign Secretary, 
and Mr Macmillan, Britain's ex-Under-Secretary for Colo- 
nies, sing praises of British political and cultural stan- 
dards, their great experience of colonial administration 
and their claims to be accepted as the legitimate guides 
for less advanced peoples at the end of the War. But past 
experience of the system of Mandates shows that so long 
as any country is accepted as the Mandatory Power it 
cannot help arrogating to itself not only all the wisdom 
and experience of administration and governance, but 
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also all the powers that imperial rule demands and 
exercises The British, French and Japanese, even the 
South Africans and Australians, have not only refused to 
part with their mandates on strategic grounds when the 
Germans demanded the return of their former colonies, 
but have also refused to grant any political rights to their 
peoples and ruthlessly suppressed popular revolts. 
Therefore the transfer of any colony to a so-called 
advanced country or nation is an unmixed evil that 
ought to be scrupulously avoided 

The idea of extending the Mandatory System to the 
Crown Colonies is inadequate to meet the changed con- 
ditions of today , that is, after the great awakening of the 
West Indian masses through political strikes and revolu- 
tionary activity ; the economic upset and the consequent 
resurgence of the African peoples and their growing 
political consciousness. The colonial peoples are 
gradually losing their fear of the whites as a superior 
race ; they are shedding their carefully nurtured in- 
feriority complex, thanks to the sorry figure cut by the 
whites in this second World War with their growing 
dependence upon the colonial peoples both on the 
fighting and economic fronts. No colonial people would 
now be content with a mere reform of the system of 
Mandates. None of their leaders would be willing to 
continue to accept the superiority and domination of 
any of the so-called advanced European or other imperial 
Powers Therefore, it is futile to think of reforming this 
Mandates System and extending it to other colonial 
peoples as well. Naturally, no sensible person genuinely 
interested in the welfare of the colonial peoples could 
possibly think that their plight would be bettered if the 
imperial Powers were to be persuaded to convert their 
colonial possessions into Mandates and to condition 
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their sovereignty by accepting the supervisory powers 
of a League of Nations or a future World Federation. For, 
the system of Mandates, though in theory somewhat an 
improvement on that of imperial colonies, cannot really 
be expected materially to benefit the colonial peoples. 
The real, adequate, and essential remedy for the present 
colonial system is to end the sway of the imperial Powers 
and replace it by the assistance, guidance and super- 
vision of the World State 

Therefore, we are glad to note that the view of the 
Foreign Policy Association of the United States that an 
' International Mandates Commission ' should take up 
this task of helping the colonial peoples so as to "pre- 
vent the re-emergence of imperialism in a disguised 
form" (9-12-1944) is a contribution in the right direction. 
This Association agrees with the Chungking declaration 
(July 1944) that a time limit shall be fixed before which 
the colonial and coloured peoples must be trained to 
undertake the full responsibility of running their own 
administrations. 

The Mandates System, however, seems to be very 
far from dead or even dying If we are to judge from 
M. Molotov's latest contribution to the subject, in 1945, 
Soviet Russia appears to have suddenly fallen in love 
with this discredited Mandatory System , for instance, 
he wants the former Italian colonies to be distributed 
among the victors on the basis of the old Mandatory 
System. 



CHAPTER V 


COLONIAL PEOPLE AND FAILURE OF 
WESTERN RADICALS 

I Western Thinkers 1 Failure to comprehend 

Peoples 1 Needs 

Having discovered that undiluted imperialism can 
no longer pass muster with their own people and the 
broad masses of the colonial world, imperialists have 
started flirting with so-called liberalism, with a view to 
giving a further lease of life to their disguised imperialist 
domination of the colonies. 

Such imperialist apologists as Prof. Harlow, Lord 
Hailey, Mair and Campbell, have already launched 
an offensive against the freedom front in the colonies 
They admit that the old imperialist method of hold- 
ing down all the colonies for the benefit of the 
imperialist power can no longer be maintained They 
also realize that the 1914-1939 system of Mandates 
under the so-called authority of the League of Nations is 
discredited They are now offering the bait of ’'Regional 
Councils for the West and East Indies and for Africa in 
which Powers specially interested, including in each 
case the United States, would be represented and where 
joint action would be planned as regards such matters 
as defence, trade, communications, and native welfare " 

( The British Colonies — Oxford Pamphlet) Madame 
Chiang Kai-shek seems to have been deluded by this 
bait But that it cannot be a real solution of the colonial 
problems is seen from the declaration by Mr Vincent 
Harlow, Rhodes Professor of Imperial History in London 
University, that "the ultimate responsibility for the British 
colonies rests, and will continue to rest, on the shoulders 
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of the citizens of Britain." Is this not very much like the 
declarations of the former British Colonial Secretary, 
Mr Oliver Stanley, of the famous Derby family ? Lord 
Hailey, too, presents the case of the imperialists for the 
prolongation of their tenure, but in a more diplomatic 
and suave manner He pleads for the continuation of 
imperialist control, but m the so-called interests of the 
coloured peoples themselves. For instance, he says the 
" progress of the more primitive peoples would hardly 
be helped by the break-up of the system of law or the 
withdrawal of the wealth or other social services for the 
maintenance of which the present administrations are 
the only guarantee." {The Future of Colonial Peoples, 
p. 24) He even invokes the interests of the world by 
uttering the warning that the outside world would not be 
profited by the removal of the agencies of law and order 
or the technical staffs which secure the maintenance of 
the capital works which alone make it possible for depen- 
dencies to place their products on the world's markets. 

So the case of the imperialists comes to this : that for 
the sake of the capitalist world and also for the sake of 
the colonial people themselves, the imperialist control 
of colonies must continue "far beyond the span of any 
of us", if Prof. Vincent Harlow is to have his way. 

There are also a few imperialists who maintain that 
England is extremely generous towards her colonial 
peoples They point to the continued interest shown by 
England in the economic and social development of 
her colonial peoples and also to the grant sanctioned 
by Parliament, even during this very trying and costly 
war, for colonial improvement. Prof Vincent, however, 
has given away the imperialist case by admitting : "sure- 
ly — it is an investment ! " and Lord Hailey is anxious to 
use all such investments as an additional argument 



FAILURE OF WESTERN RADICALS 63 

for the perpetuation of England's control over her 
colonies 

As for the interests of the capitalistic world, the 
Axis powers had made no secret of their keen desire for 
exploitation of and their ambitions of domination over 
colonies. The United States has joined the ranks of 
the more avowedly imperialistic nations, and proof of 
that lies in her use of the very convenient but dange- 
rous idea of "placing a ladder towards liberty within 
reach of the colonial peoples". 

Mr Wallace was talking of such a 'ladder of liberty 7 
for Asiatic peoples m 1944, while he was Vice-President 
of America and claiming to speak for the American 
President, even as British imperialists of the type of 
Lord Hailey and Mr Vincent Harlow were flirting with 
that very expression. Therefore we can hope for little 
or no help from the capitalist world. That world is 
interested in keeping an ' open door ' for the imperialist 
exploitation of all colonial resources in men and materials. 

As for law and order and the social development 
achieved by the imperialists, the pronouncements of 
Mr L. P. Mair, of the Royal Institute of International 
Affairs, have been invoked. But what indeed do we 
gather from his Welfare in the British Colonies ? He 
says that the so-called ' primitive society ' of the Africans 
"offered no opportunities for competition in the acquisi- 
tion of wealth" but has not the world learnt its bitter 
lessons of this unhealthy competition ? He admits that 
"among its advantages, was the complete system of 
social security provided by the obligations of kinship " 
But the contribution made by imperialism, however, has 
been to threaten such social security with 'disintegration'. 
He claims that the one single factor which has done more 
to change the face of modern Africa is the demand of 
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European enterprise for labour. But are we to consider 
this an advantage to the local masses ? Having created 
the nucleus of capitalist exploitation for the benefit of 
Europeans, having forced African youth to resort to these 
enterprises as workers by various unscrupulous methods, 
the imperialist Powers now come forward with their 
' humane labour legislation # and then declare that their 
imperialist control must continue in order to protect 
poor African labour from being exploited by European 
capitalists. Can there be a greater hypocritical casuistry? 

There had been no urban problems before Western 
imperialism entered into the life of the Africans Now 
Mr Mair confesses that "no satisfactory solution has yet 
been found for the problems of either town or country." 
It would involve a vigorous development policy in both 
urban and rural areas to solve this new problem and 
therefore, imperialist liberals argue, imperialism must 
continue to function 

As for education, right up to 1935, there were very 
few schools m rural areas and experiments were still 
being made as to the right text-books and medium of 
instruction (whether it should be the language of the 
masters or of the peoples themselves) And right up to 
1944, when the ' Memorandum on Mass Education in 
African Society ' was prepared, the great bulk of the 
African peoples were not brought within the pale of the 
so-called educational system of the imperialists. Is im- 
perialist control to be perpetuated for the sake of this 
'educational system'? 

Coming to the much-praised health services of the 
imperialists, we are told that the various colonial 
medical departments normally employ 700 European 
Medical Officers, 790 trained nursing sisters and health 
visitors and> in addition, large numbers of subordinate 
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personnel — and Mr Mair himself admits that this is much 
too inadequate to serve the 60 million colonial peoples 
'‘when compared with the 40,000 doctors who in Great 
Britain serve 46 million people". Are we to perpetuate 
imperialism for the sake of this failure also ? 

Taking the co-operative movement, imperialism has 
gloated over the destruction of the Negro's ‘ primitive 
communism ' and his native systems of family and tribal 
co-operation. But what has it created in its place ? In 
the whole of Malaya, “ there were five rural and one 
urban stores." In the Gold Coast, there were only 326 
primary co-operative societies Nigeria passed a Co- 
operative Societies Ordinance m 1935, but the member- 
ship of 157 cocoa product co-operative societies in 1941 
amounted to only 10,000. In Kenya, a private school 
has begun to popularize co-operation. A certain amount 
of co-operative development has been encouraged 
among those colonials who have to produce such crops 
as are needed by world markets. Even in this direction 
every attempt was made to kill or demoralize such 
successful co-operative ventures as Kilimanjaro Native 
Planters' Association and its later copy K. N. Co-operative 
Union, once they threatened some European interest or 
upset the prestige of a Native Chief Lord Hailey has had 
to admit that even in the interest of Chiefs, the co-opera- 
tive movement has had to be discouraged. Lord Hailey 
remarks . " There is, of course, the possibility that 

representing as it probably would the more progressive 
elements of the tribe, the Co-operative Society might 
become a focus of opposition to traditional authority." 
(Quoted in Soviet Light on the Colonies, p. 155) 

The imperialists know that their case, when scruti- 
nized carefully, is very weak So they trot out their 
bogies What are we to do about the claims of the 
5 
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European settlers, they ask us. They tell us that owing 
to their great concern for the welfare of the African 
masses they have called a halt to their earlier disastrous 
policy of handing over the governance of the colonies 
to the handful of European settlers. But they warn us 
that " if the European settlers in Kenya are not to be 
allowed to follow the precedent of Southern Rhodesia 
and the Dominions, some other outlet must be found for 
their legitimate determination to manage their own 
affairs." This means in effect that there shall be no 
immediate freedom for the African or other coloured 
peoples. For "how can the European settlers, though 
forming only a minority, be expected to trust their 
fate to the sweet will of the broad coloured masses — 
exclaim our imperialists. They are unwilling to confess 
even to themselves that these European settlers have no 
legitimate rights — which are indeed in conflict with the 
birth-right of the native masses for freedom. 

If even that argument fails they come to the charge 
again by reminding us that there are Chinese and 
Indians in Malaya and the East Indies, Indians m Kenya 
and the West Indies, and ask us what is to be done 
about them. Even if the Indians as well as the Chinese 
offer to sink or sail with the natives of the colonies, 
the imperialists are not prepared to give up their case 

They say there is the problem of " striking a 
mean between the political aspirations of the educated 
few and the interests of the illiterate many", and main- 
tain that they can better be trusted to look after the 
illiterate many than the educated few among the coloured 
masses. They even go to the extent of pressing into 
their service a few * place-men ' among the educated 
Africans and say that they themselves are afraid that 
"their own people, ignorant, shiftless, and desperately 
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poor as many of them are [Little do they realize that the 
existence of such masses is in itself a condemnation of 
their imperialist Raj !] would become the prey of dema- 
gogues or political agents with long pockets," so Prof. 
Harlow' assures us. How familiar and obnoxious this 
imperialist talk sounds to the disillusioned masses of 
India and China ! 

So if any interested hireling of a coloured graduate 
supports the imperialist regime he is quoted as an 
authority. But when the great majority of educated 
people like the 1 ardent young nationalists of the African 
coastal areas ' dream of a Nigerian Parliament and a self- 
governing Dominion of West Africa, and regard "indirect 
rule [introduced by Lord Lugand] as a subtle device for 
keeping the people in perpetual leading strings", they 
are criticized as " working (in the name of democracy) 
for the transfer of control from tribal chiefs and British 
administrators to an African oligarchy consisting of 
themselves ". Prof. Harlow's offer of appeasement to 
these educated Africans who had been neglected for 
long is " the Africanization of the higher ranks of the 
administrative service". And his solution lies " in 
amalgamating indirect rule with some system of indirect 
representation whereby the village council would 
choose representatives on a District Council and 
upward by stages to a Central Legislature. Is this not 
a manoeuvre to by-pass the inconvenient coloured 
intelligentsia ? 

No doubt Lord Hailey says that " the demand for 
liberation must be re-written in more realistic terms." 
Yet, he talks in the proverbial imperialistic* liberal 
manner which can deceive none among the coloured 
intelligentsia, that the British have succeeded in creating 
" in the minds of these peoples, a vision of the time when 
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they may themselves take up the responsibility for 
the management of their own affairs under auspices 
which promise them an orderly and progressive form of 
government" ( The Future of Colonial Peoples, p. 54) 
His grandiose offer is nothing more than that " the 
prospect of admission to membership of that Common- 
wealth of Free Peoples should afford to the British 
colonial peoples an ideal which should inspire them to 
create for themselves conditions which justify the grant 
of independence." 

Such is the imperialistic core of the modern 
protagonists of regional mandatory control of colonies. 
To whom is it attractive ? Certainly not to the long- 
oppressed colonial and coloured masses Whom can it 
deceive ? Not the suppressed and dismembered tribal 
peoples of Africa and the East Indies. The more we 
examine these schemes of trusteeship, the more con- 
vinced we become of their untenability and their hypo- 
critical and oppressive tendencies 1 

Certainly much has to be done in all colonies by 
way of fighting disease, poverty, unemployment, and 
social disintegration , towards solving the new problems 
of towns, plantations, labour, and the exploitation of the 
peasants by capitalists through world markets. Better 
law and order, greater social security, more constructive 
exploitation of natural resources and a more systematic 
and democratic spread of elementary and technical 
education are to be achieved, all in the interests of the 
coloured masses, and not for the sake of the imperialists 
and their agents It is to insult one's humanity to 
suggest* in 1946 that the colonial masses do not wish to 
take advantage of the lessons of modern science and 
society even after their enforced admission into the 
world's social organization, and to assume that they 
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would like to relapse into the past, into their so-called 
primitiveness and barbarism It is hypocritical for 
Westerners to maintain, especially after the ghastly 
failure of their civilization to regenerate the colonies and 
their looting of these helpless people, that the coloured 
intelligentsia are likely to exploit their fellow-creatures. 
Indeed, what the coloured intelligentsia demand is not 
an oligarchic rule, but the democratic ' Kisan-Mazdoor- 
Praja Raj \ Surely, they can be trusted to essay on their 
experiments, especially after the failure of Western im- 
perialists and their liberals ? 


II We do not want the Paramountcy of the 
Whites whether of Europe or of Africa 

It is good that ever since Lord Passmore (Sidney 
Webb) enunciated the principle of trusteeship and the 
doctrine of the paramountcy of natives of the colonies 
m all matters concerning their national problems, a 
growing number of thinkers have been opposing the 
doctrine of 'Herrenvolk' of the white settlers of Africa and 
also the slogan of ' Making Africa safe for White civili- 
zation One of them is Mr Alexander Campbell He 
has put in a strong plea for the extension of the princi- 
ple of the paramountcy of native peoples m his book 
Empire in Africa, published by Victor Gollancz in 1944. 

He has rightly drawn attention to the danger of 
Great Britain and America accepting Gen Smuts's claim 
that political power must rest not ”in the hands of White- 
hall, or anywhere outside Africa, but m the hands of the 
men on the spot " (p. 136) He asks : " Who, m Gen. 
Smuts's view are the men on the spot and answers . 
” Not the natives certainly ; and not even the officials 
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appointed in African territories by Whitehall. He means 
the white settlers " He utters the warning that " if, how- 
ever, any of these agencies were selected as the rulers 
of the colonial masses, then in these territories the last 
vestiges of the doctrine of the paramountcy of native 
interests would be thrown overboard and the Union's 
native policy put in its place." (p. 136) 

Why is Mr Campbell opposed to the South African 
native policy ? He gives very good reasons. Mr Oswald 
Pirow, former Minister of Defence, prepared plans for 
fighting what he called the ' black hordes of Central 
Africa'. Mr Campbell justly remarks : ” The South Afri- 
can Whites have monopolized all political and economic 
power and utilized it always detrimentally, to enslave 
the Africans — to deny to them the rights of human 
beings, to segregate them from the good things of life, 
and often to debase them by breaking up family life 
and by exposing them to the vices that flow from igno- 
rance, starvation and disease." (p 134) 

The right slogan must be : "Beware of South Africa's 
imperialism as you have to beware of European nations." 
Mr Campbell seems to think that South African white 
imperialism is even more dangerous and obnoxious. 
Why ? Because, this African white imperialism does not 
accept the doctrine of the paramountcy of the natives. 

Thanks to the War, the Union (South Africa) has 
been able to write off its overseas debts, to expand its 
industrial fabric, and to penetrate other African markets. 
"It is increasingly becoming the great magnet, not only 
for African labour, but also for African goods. It bids 
fair to occupy a monopoly position on the Continent", 
(p. 155) Its policy is "frankly a policy of repression". 

Therefore, Mr Campbell justly concludes that if 
" self-government, in General Smuts's meaning of the 
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term, were granted and the white settlers given freedom 
to treat the Negroes and other coloured peoples as in- 
humanly as the South African whites are doing today, 
the Africans would hear sounded the death-knell of all 
their hopes." (p. 138) 

But it is when he comes to suggest a solution that 
Mr Campbell blunders into the usual imperialist self- 
deceit. Rightly does he oppose the one-sided white 
settler's conception of, and demand for, so-called self- 
government in the colonies, for he discerns in it nothing 
but destruction of the rights and freedom of the Negroes. 
But instead of pleading for the declaration of the inde- 
pendence of the Negroes and other native peoples and 
the paramountcy of their interests, he pleads for the con- 
tinuation of the imperialism of the European whites. For 
he observes: "The Empire rather than the Common- 
wealth is a far better description of those areas whose 
inhabitants are not yet ripe for self-government, who 
find in the Crown their great bulwark against those 
who would oppress them. To talk of these areas as part 
of the Commonwealth and to lump them indiscriminately 
with the Dominions is to play into the hands of those who 
seize the misleading label for their own ends." (p. 138) 
But why does he fail to suggest that these areas should be 
declared self-governing Dominions of the natives with 
the maintenance and implementation of the paramountcy 
of native interests ? Because he is unable to overcome 
his imperialist white man's communal matrix. For he 
says : "No one wishes to see the White man swept out 
of Africa." (p. 139) 

We are all agreed that South Africa's dominion shall 
not be extended and that no more extension of powers 
shall be permitted to her. But when he comes to the 
future status of the territories which are at present under 
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Whitehall he says that they "must remain there or at 
least not pass under the jurisdiction of South Africans 
or be handed over to White settler minorities else- 
where who share the South African outlook and are 
subservient to South Africa " (p 140) 

This is the extreme limit of liberalism which this 
sincere well-wisher of the natives can bring himself to 
advocate. And how halting, inadequate, even reaction- 
ary it all sounds True, the imperialism of the African 
white settlers is infinitely worse than that of the Euro- 
pean imperialists But that is no reason why the Negroes 
and other coloured peoples of Africa should put up with 
their European imperialist masters. Indeed, that is all 
the more reason why they shall strive their best to fight 
for liberation from the tentacles of imperialism whether 
it be of the European or Mandatory kind, or of the South 
African variety But how can we expect such a con- 
clusion and exhortation from a European, even if he 
be of the ' Left Book Club ' Socialism ? 


III. Theory of International Accountability 

The new theory of Accountability of colonial powers 
to an international authority for their colonial adminis- 
tration is the latest American variation of the antiquated 
and discredited idea of Trusteeship. 

While the British authorities consider themselves, 
even today, answerable only to their Parliament, Crown, 
and conscience (if any) for the discharge of their duties 
as trustees, Americans, not being able to accept this 
untenable position — m which a trustee is not held 
definitely accountable to a third party's direction and 
judgement — have advanced this new theory. Whether 



FAILURE OF WESTERN RADICALS 73 

or not the British and others are ready to accept this 
theory, for the Americans it has become curiously enough 
a fundamental test of British sincerity on the colonial 
question. And the British appear to be willing to accept 
this harmless test — as indicated by Col. Stanley's offer in 
June 1943, that the British Government would establish 
for certain regions Commissions to discuss and solve 
colonial problems "These Commissions", he stated, 
"comprise not only States with colonial territories in the 
region, but also the other States which have a major 
strategic interest." And in the scheme of the South Seas 
Regional Commission accepted by Australia and New 
Zealand at the Canberra Conference of January 1944, 
the United States was included as a member. 

All this can only mean the debut of the United States 
as a non-official or quasi-colonial Power in the post-war 
years. For, this theory does not contemplate the decla- 
ration, by the World Security Council and the future 
World Federation, of the freedom of all colonial peoples, 
nor does it set any date for any such declaration and the 
ending of their tutelage If one is to judge from the new 
American conception of a ' ladder towards freedom ' for 
the peoples of Asia enunciated by the former U S. Vice- 
President, Mr Wallace, it becomes clear that Americans 
do not envisage any early liberation of the colonial 
peoples. Their general acceptance of the insistent, re- 
peated and unconscionable claims which are being made 
by the British, Dutch and French imperialists and 
governments for the retention of control over their 
colonies, with the only condition that the Americans may 
be allowed to join the Regional Commissions to settle 
the policy of colonial administration, indicates that they 
are only out for enhancing their own prestige and power 
to exploit colonial resources. This becomes even clearer 
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if we examine Clause IV of the Atlantic Charter as it is 
being interpreted by American businessmen and politi- 
cians Surely, America has not yet won such a reputation 
for her justice towards the colonial and coloured peoples 
as to be accepted as an unbiassed judge and guide for 
the Colonial Powers ? 


IV. Failure of European Radicalism 

Mr A. G Russell of Liverpool claims m his book 
Race, Colour and Empire, to have studied the problem 
of the coloured peoples for twelve years. His is a very 
able, unprejudiced and courageous study. It is necessary, 
therefore, to examine his thesis with great attention in 
order to understand how a really sympathetic European 
approaches the expanding vista of the politics of the 
colonial masses and where he and the champions of the 
colonial freedom movement differ from each other and 
why the latter have to strike out on their own indepen- 
dent path of work. We make no apologies therefore for 
a detailed examination of Western liberal thought, as it 
is presented to us by Mr Russell It may be that in the 
course of this analysis, much of what has been already 
said in earlier chapters will be repeated, but that is all 
to the good. For, a critical examination of the achieve- 
ments and failures of Mr Russell, and the real causes of 
his inability to get to the core of the colonial peoples 
slogan of ‘Quit the Colonies' is now attempted m order 
to show how even the best of white thinkers cannot be 
expected to provide the coloured people with just that 
inspiring guidance and lead needed by them. Mr 
Russell's failure makes it incumbent upon the coloured 
people to work out their own independent, anti-imperia- 
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list, anti-capitalist, socialistic nationalism, its ideology, 
technique, organization and political leadership, so as to 
be able to create their freedom movement and carry it 
to a successful conclusion. 

There is no doubt that Mr Russell has done his best 
to overcome the usual white man's condescending at- 
titude towards coloured people and has succeeded in 
pleading for equality among people of all colours. He 
strikes a new note —a courageous thing for a white man 
to do — when he says : "It ought soon to be impossible 
to say that every black worker is unskilled, every white 
worker skilled." (p. 274) 

What is the colour problem ? His answer is : "It is 
the problem for the politician who has to face the stub- 
born prejudice of, say, a white minority in a country 
predominantly inhabited by blacks ; confronting the eco- 
nomist who realizes the part played by a mass of black 
labour serving white masters; for the sociologist who 
must dispassionately consider the effects on a community 
of miscegenation ; of the missionary presenting what is 
mainly a white man's gospel, yet forced to admit the 
white man's betrayal of it." (p. 9) He hints also that it 
involves " the enslavement of so many black-skinned 
human beings by whites", an historic fact which "has 
vitiated . . . the relations between these two branches of 
humanity." (p. 11) It is also the gross inequality created 
by one-ninth of the world population having "political 
and economic domination over roughly eight-ninths of 
the habitable globe", (p. 13) It also comprises the poli- 
tics of the coloured man who "sees the destinies of his 
native . . . country guided by an invader. He sees the 
diversion of the products of his own land to aliens ; he 
sees the economic life of a whole continent geared 
to the white man's organization. And he cannot but 
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resent both these facts, and he asks himself : on what does 
the white man base his claim and how does he bolster 
up the position he has gained ? ... Is it axiomatic that 
the white races are politically more mature ? Or is it 
simply the exercise of an over-riding power, supported 
by a higher technique of warfare both military and eco- 
nomic r>n (p 14) It also embraces his realization that 
"national subordination" is "a personal affront", and his 
new nationalism, which has "become inflamed by the 
emotions of a self-conscious individualism", (p 239) 

Thus Mr Russell has come to understand the impor- 
tance of this problem as few other European thinkers 
have yet done. 

Mr Russell naturally concludes that "everywhere the 
.native African is the exploited, with two sets of exploi- 
ters over him It is true to say that he is equally inferior 
m respect of his political rights . This preponderance 
of immigrant influence is a direct reflection of their 
greater economic power, but it only gives greater pathos 1 
to the fact that the African has more than one master 
from whom he must liberate himself before he can call 
his soul his own ' (p. 217) 

But how can the African do this 9 Mr Russell has 
no answer to give, no solution to offer, and no lead to 
indicate. That is the tragedy of these well-intentioned 
European analysts of the colour problem They plead 
more for mercy and "conscience and good conduct" 
from the aggressive and exploiting whites than for poli- 
tical awakening of the coloured peoples They try to 
prove the existence of the white man's inflictions of in- 
justice, exploitation and colour prejudice upon the co- 
loured masses, but they dare not attempt to provoke 
the coloured peoples into organized revolt against this 
increasingly intolerable domination. 
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Western Proletariat's Share in the Colonial Loot 

And the reason is not far to seek ; it is supplied by 
Mr Russell himself He realizes how the Western pro- 
letariat have been enabled to enjoy their rising standard 
of living and ever-cheapening supply of food because 
of the capitalist exploitation of the colonial peoples. 
He more than once refers to the special benefits derived 
by the industrial masses of the West from their share in 
the imperialist domination of the colonial world He 
quotes with approval the diagnosis made by Prof. 
Merivale of Oxford in 1840 . 

"What raised Liverpool and Manchester from pro- 
vincial towns to gigantic cities ? What maintains now 
their ever-active industry and their rapid accumulation 
of wealth ? . Their present opulence is as really owing 

to the toil and suffering of the Negro as if his hands 
had excavated their docks and fabricated their steam 
engines." (p. 257) 

Mr Russell, despite all his sincere effort to be im- 
partial and to be truly sympathetic towards the under- 
dog, is unable to plead for the awakening of the 
coloured masses to wage war against the white man's 
tendency to hold ' what he had gained '. (p 278) 

His solution of an international civil service, a multi- 
national supervision over colonial administration, the 
transformation of all colonies into Mandates and an 
enlightened colonial administration and a more rational 
and pro-native policy of balancing, controlling and 
delimiting the interests of white and coloured immi- 
grants, a compromise between the elective and tribal 
chief systems, and the protection of the coloured masses 
from being exploited by their own rich, and by the 
favoured, educated and cultured few who are raised to 
citizenship by the French, and into the Services by the 
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British, and also by the offspring of mixed marriages, 
do not touch even the fringe of the colonial problem of 
today. 

That the coloured peoples are no longer in a mood 
to put up with this imperialist domination is indicated by 
the new spirit of revolt that is permeating their body- 
politic There is the dynamic influence of the second 
World War. There is also the inspiring example of 
China, the ennobling pattern of the revolution in India 
There is the clarion call of Mahatma Gandhi to all 
coloured peoples to rise against their masters. They 
hearken to the appeals of such great revolutionaries as 
Gandhiji, Pandit Nehru, and others that they must strive 
to be free. There are two growing institutions to awaken 
them, namely, the League of Coloured Peoples, founded 
in 1930, and the Coloured and Colonial Peoples' Free- 
dom Front, formed in 1942. It is this awakened and 
revolutionary voice of the coloured masses which has 
found expression through Mr Wallace Johnson, Negro 
delegate from Sierra Leone to the World Trade Union 
Congress of 1945 He says, regarding the pact between 
the U S A., the U.K., and the U.S S R. . "What I was hoping 
for . . . was that these worthy gentlemen from Russia, 
America and Britain were going to shape a new world. 
I confess I was quite disappointed. The whites are still 
at their old game." They have neither forgotten nor 
learnt anything, notwithstanding the fact that they have 
fought two of the bloodiest wars in history. "They still 
divide humanity into White and Non-White races 
When they talk of the liberty of mankind, they 
mean Europe and America. Brown Asia and Dark 
Africa do not come into their picture at all. ( — Hindu, 
16-2-1945). 
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Settlers’ View of British Offer of 
Self-Government 

Let us now examine some of the subterfuges of im- 
perialists: What do the British mean by their talk of 
helping their colonies to progress towards self-govern- 
ment ? Is that to be the self-government of the native 
peoples m their own interests, through their national 
representative institutions? As yet we have not had 
any authoritative statement on the British moves. But 
we do know what the white settlers of Africa mean by 
self-government of the colonies. They want to gam 
complete control of the Government of the colonies, 
independent of any interference or control from the 
British colonial office, ostensibly in the name of all the 
people of the colonies but mainly for their own benefit. 
Their leader is Field-Marshal Smuts who dreams of the 
Continental African Empire after the disreputable South 
African pattern. These white settlers do not exactly 
love the real African # millions. They look down upon 
the African masses with contempt, and they refuse to 
recognize even the common human rights of these 
unfortunate masses. They have made themselves noto- 
rious by their shameless exploitation of the natives, by 
their expropriation of their lands, and by their open 
deals to convert the masses into wage slaves, condemn 
them to their ' Reserves ' and to destitution. Therefore, 
the self-government of their conception can only spell 
greater exploitation and degradation of the real peoples 
of the African colonies and no one who has the interests 
of these masses at heart can approve of such '-self- 
government \ 



VI. White Settlers 1 Demand for African 

Federations 


There is another proposal advanced by the same 
privileged white settlers — that all the British East Afri- 
can and West African colonies be brought into a poli- 
tical federation and later on all of them be confederated 
with the South African and Rhodesian Colonies. This 
too is fraught with great mischief, inasmuch as the 
white settlers of all these colonies can then pool their 
resources— political, economic and social — and demand 
greater freedom from the Colonial Office to exploit 
further the resources of Africa m men and money. On 
the face of it, such a proposal may appear to be calcu- 
lated to achieve many economic and administrative 
advantages but politically, it can only lead to the further 
weakening of the position of the Negro masses For, 
we must not forget the fact that while to a European a 
great political entity may not be beyond his political 
capacity to control, the Negroes cannot be expected for 
some time to come to comprehend, control, and utilize 
to an equal extent, such enlarged political spheres of 
activity So these bigger federal unions favour Euro- 
peans to the detriment of the Negro masses. 


VII. The French Game 

The French have another camouflage — of incorpo- 
rating their colonies into their extended French Re- 
public ; of saying that their colonial people are given 
the privilege of becoming full-fledged French citizens 
and that their colonies become entitled to all the pri- 
vileges enjoyed by France herself. 
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In actual practice this only veils the ruthless exploi- 
tation of the colonies by Metropolitan France. Only an 
infinitesimal section of the colonial people are raised to 
the status of French citizenship — to be used, when they 
have thus become part beneficiaries of imperialism, for 
keeping down the others, and aiding the French to 
exploit their colonies to the full. 

Just as American colonies like St Dominico suffer 
from being tacked on as a tail to the very prosperous 
United States in that they are on this account denied the 
tariff protection due to them because of their economic 
weakness, so also these unfortunate French colonies get 
no protection for their local industries from the com- 
petition of the more powerful industries of Metropolitan 
France and are obliged to suffer from the relentless and 
uncontrolled commercial and industrial domination of 
France. As they are constitutionally honoured as equals 
to the people of Metropolitan France, the French Colo- 
nials have no constitutional redress against their ruthless 
exploitation and neither the former League of Nations 
nor the present World Security Council has any right of 
interference in their relations with their masters. Thus 
France has sought to cheat the colonial masses and pre- 
vent the rest of the world from trying to help them. 
Hence our opposition to this delusive and dangerous 
French system and our demand that all French colonies 
and their peoples must be brought within the purview of 
World Federation. They must first of all be emanci- 
pated 'from their incorporation in the so-called French 
nationality. 


6 



VIII. Beware o! the Dutch Commonwealth 


The Dutch seem to be taking a leaf from both the 
French and British experiences. They say that their 
Great Dutch East-Indies Empire is now dissolved and 
that it is now being incorporated in their newly formed 
Commonwealth. We are told that their Indonesian 
possessions become honourable and equal partners m 
their Commonwealth. But they are silent as to who will 
enjoy the political power in their internal administra- 
tion. This game can only serve the purpose of keeping 
off the control of the World Security Council and its 
Mandates Commission on the pretext that these countries 
are no longer colonies but are equal partners of a Dutch 
Commonwealth — it helps the Dutch in depriving the 
toiling colonial masses of their due share in the admi- 
nistration of their countries. At best legislative reforms, 
of the type of Minto-Morley Reforms (1908-9) or Monta- 
gu-Chelmsford Reforms (1919) of India may come to be 
introduced in the mext decade or two, but this Dutch 
move cannot lead to the real freedom of the Javanese, 
Borneans, Malayans, or other peoples of these countries. 
These peoples and their countries will continue to remain 
in their degrading colonial status of semi-slavery. Hence 
our opposition also to this Dutch plot of withdrawing 
their colonies from the control and protection of the 
World Federation. 


IX. Sovietizing Neighbouring Countries 
Under Invisible Compulsion 


The World has got to realize the full significance of 
the Soviet method of first insisting upon the presence 
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of a friendly government in all those countries which 
are contiguous with its own area or which come within 
the zones of its security, then persuading those countries 
and their people to decide in favour of federating them- 
selves with the U.S.S R We have seen how as a result 
of European experience of plebiscites and diplomatic 
pressures and the political impacts of incomparably 
superior Powers as interested neighbours on the small 
Powers, during the interregnum between and during 
the two World Wars, the small Powers have had practi- 
cally no real freedom in making their choice to federate 
or not to federate, or even to choose between one party 
and another to form their ministries, as opposed to the 
plans made known by their big neighbours. Soviet 
Russia's dealings with small nations like Finland, the 
Baltic States, Post-War Balkan countries, Mongolia, etc. 
illustrate this point. So the world has to be on its guard 
about these increasing claims that Soviet Russia is 
making for friendly governments and for so-called free 
choice of political aliances to be made by Mongolians, 
Manchurians, Koreans, etc It is up to the World Fede- 
ration to see that no longer are any of the smaller coun- 
tries and weaker peoples encouraged or forced, permit- 
ted or persuaded to federate themselves with any of the 
big Powers, because such federation cannot possibly be 
a free act, nor can it be a beneficial act. Hence the ex- 
clamation of the President of the Provisional Govern- 
ment of Korea : "I have no animosity towards Russia as 
long as the latter remains at home. But I deplore the 
prospect of a Soviet-dominated Korea." 

Certainly, greater co-operation in industrial, com- 
mercial and social spheres as well as in politics is to be 
encouraged between different countries, but actual 
federations cannot be allowed to take place between 
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smaller and bigger Powers, since such federations can- 
not possibly be free or beneficial to the former. If any 
such international co-operation or fusion is to take place, 
it must only be on the initiative of and subject to the 
continuous scrutiny of the World Federation. 

A Communist speaks about Colonies 

Mr Leonard Barnes has expounded the Communist 
viewpoint on Colonies in his book Soviet Light on 
the Colonies (Pengunj, 1944). He warns the world that 
“Colonial freedom is the second front which the demo- 
cratic principle will have to open — if it is to save itself." 
(p. 225) All the African colonies are to be federated 
into scientifically integrated political units. But this is 
to be achieved after their 'cultural autonomy' is secured. 
Unfortunately, he does not say how that cultural auto- 
nomy is to be attained by the colonial peoples Probably 
he takes it for granted that the Communist Party helps 
them to achieve it somehow. But it is most essential 
that the colonial people be told how they are to 
achieve it. 

The Communist Party considers itself as the “ mar- 
vellous instrument of popular enlightenment and per- 
suasion" (p. 237), because it consists of “ competent 
practitioners of the scientific method" (p. 240) of 
achieving colonial or social freedom. “ It introduces, 
explains and popularizes the social prescriptions of 
science — and by inducing the masses to participate 
responsibly in the political activities which those pres- 
criptions call for." (p. 242) But supposing the colonial 
people do not happen to agree with these Communist 
prescriptions ? Such a refusal of the people to accept 
their leadership is unimaginable because “ a goal is 
right not because anyone or even everyone thinks it so, 
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but because it has been found to be so by the usual 
methods of scientific inquiry." (p 240) Thus the colo- 
nial people can hope to become free from imperialism 
only when they are prepared to welcome and accept 
the dictatorship of the Communist Party with all its 
scientific prescriptions So, it is only a choice between 
two rival dictatorships, that is, Imperialism and Sovietism. 

What will these " competent practitioners of the 
scientific method" do, if the poor colonial people do not 
wish to accept their proffered leadership and scientific 
prescriptions? They will continue to disrupt and 
destroy whatever other national organizations those 
people may have organized, in the hope that on their 
destruction, the colonial people will have no other choice 
but to turn to them for leadership The diabolical part 
they have played in China and India in weakening, 
disrupting and discrediting the chief national revolu- 
tionary parties is a warning which national revolu- 
tionaries can ignore only at their peril. 

It is Dr Sun Yat-sen, Mahatma Gandhi, Ataturk, who 
have shown the right path, organized the most suitable 
revolutionary struggles, worked out or indicated the 
historically right ideology for colonial nationalism in its 
struggle against modern imperialism and for self- 
expression in order that it might make its full-fledged 
contribution to world unity and peace Unfortunately, 
these Western writers have not cared to study the 
significance of the contributions made by Mahatma 
Gandhi and Dr Sun Yat-sen to the Indian and Chinese 
campaigns for freedom. 

If they had made such a study, they would have 
found how the colonial masses are being provided with 
an ideology and a technique of revolutionary struggle 
against imperialism that are quite independent of, and 
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complementary to, the Western Socialist and Commu- 
nist ideologies They would then have realized that the 
colonial masses are no longer content with forming imi- 
tation Labour parties, Communist or Socialist parties, 
Fabian Societies, as was the case in the West and East 
Indies, India and China ; that they are not apologetic 
about their nationalism as are the proletariat of the West; 
that they are not mere pupils of Moscow or London ; 
that they are making a bold bid to play a fitting role in 
this world struggle against world capitalism-cum-impe- 
rialism ; and that they are conscious of the world signi- 
ficance of their revolutionary struggle. Indeed, they 
would have seen how the colonial peoples are tho- 
roughly disillusioned about the Socialistic professions of 
so many of the Western proletariat, particularly after 
the scandalous manner in which the Comintern has 
sabotaged the national struggle of our colonial masses, 
through the volte-face it has induced local Communist 
parties to make in declaring the second World-War to 
be a ' Peoples' War ' and asking the colonial masses to 
suspend their anti-imperialist struggle, the better to 
canvass Anglo-American support for Russia. The colo- 
nial revolutionaries have also seen through the Socia- 
listic imperialism of Western proletarian leadership. 



CHAPTER VI 

COLOURED PEOPLE ESSENTIALLY 

PROGRESSIVE 

If we are to make a whole-hearted, determined 
effort for the immediate achievement of a total eman- 
cipation of all coloured peoples from the last vestige 
of imperialistic domination, we must first of all dispel from 
our own minds certain prejudices implanted by a one- 
sided education and press propaganda against Negroes 
and other coloured peoples. One such prejudice — 
indeed, an obsession — is that the coloured peoples are 
extremely backward m their social organization. It is said 
that among them the freedom of the individual vis-a-vis 
the community has not been developed, that individual 
enterprise is unknown to their ' social matrix In the 
nineteenth century, with its passion for individualism 
and its economics based on selfishness, it was perhaps 
excusable on the part of Western nations to imagine that 
the social organization and communal matrix of the 
coloured peoples was primitive and unprogressive. But 
the cataclysmic experience of two World Wars within 
twenty years, caused by ruthless individualism and pri- 
vate enterprise and their corollaries of capitalism and 
imperialism, all springing from the blunder of placing 
the selfish interests of individuals before those of the 
community as a whole, ought ^to convince them how 
much more wholesome, how infinitely superior for the 
welfare of mankind is the traditional collectivization and 
socialization of the means of production obtaining among 

4 

most coloured peoples, especially the Negroes and Red 
Indians, Malayans and Javanese." For what after all is 
the special feature of the social organization of these 



88 COLONIAL AND COLOURED PEOPLES 

coloured peoples for which the so-called thinkers of the 
West along with their more active brothers the exploiters 
have hitherto been condemning them ? — That production 
among them is carried on collectively under the leader- 
ship of the Chief of a tribe or group of tribes, on certain 
traditional but communal methods 1 That no special 
encouragement is given to enterprising individuals to 
forge ahead under the stimulus of private benefit ! But 
are these such evils that people should be condemned 
to eternal subjection for practising them ? Rather, are 
they not to be considered special virtues, on whose 
cultivation all genuine lovers of humanity are pinning 
their hopes of human regeneration ? Indeed, these are 
just the progressive ideals prized so highly and promot- 
ed so assiduously by Soviet Russia Any one who has 
studied the excellent communistic organization 'of pro- 
duction and distribution which the Maoris of Australia, 
the Bantu and other Negro tribes of Africa, and the Red 
Indians of South America had developed will realize 
that in fact these coloured peoples, with their family 
system, collectivized social organizations and collective 
ownership of land, minerals and forests, are indeed well 
on their way towards that very socialistic state of society 
which both Anglo-Americans and National Socialists 
wish to achieve for themselves. 

It is now admitted by many anthropologists and 
sociologists, politicians and social workers, that the 
Negroes of Africa and the Red Indians of South America, 
not to speak of the more progressive West Indians of 
African descent, are inherently as intelligent, as spirited 
and as quick of perception as Europeans or Chinese or 
Indians. It is now proved that they make capable scien- 
tists, engineers, mechanics, artisans, railwaymen, inven- 
tors. In the South African gold mines, Negroes are said 
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to give a better account of themselves than the European 
workers. As big game hunters, swimmers, agriculturists, 
fishermen, they have shown themselves far superior to 
many Europeans. 

Nor has anyone yet complained of any want of mar- 
tial spirit among the coloured peoples The Red Indians 
and Negroes have given an excellent account of them- 
selves m their ferocious struggle with Europeans and 
Americans throughout the last three centuries They 
have displayed marvellous heroism and remarkable mili- 
tary tactics. Their defeat was due to the superior mecha- 
nical armaments of their enemies. Man to man, they are 
any day superior to the white races. In the present war, 
they have covered themselves with glory and in the 
American Army they have risen to be generals Even, 
therefore, from this view-point— reckoned most impor- 
tant by Axis powers and the Allies alike — they stand out 
the equals of any men anywhere. 

It is maintained by some that these so-called primi- 
tive peoples have very little idea of the duties of society 
and rights of individuals as they are understood in the 
highly civilized countries of the modern world. But 
such people do not tarry to enquire why among Negroes 
and Red Indians there is nothing like individual unem- 
ployment or that iniquitous phenomenon so common m 
European countries, of large masses of people starving 
for want of food and shivering for lack of clothing and 
housing, while the rich few wallow in luxury. In fact, if 
there is anything at all special about these so-called 
primitive people, it is that poverty or affluence is shared 
more or less equally by them all, that there are hardly 
any steep gradations of rich and poor. India too has 
many such tribal groups still living away on the hills or 
in remote villages. I had an opportunity of studying 
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their social and economic organization while staying on 
the Nilgiris in the South and in Himalayas up in the 
North (see the authors book The Tribes of Nilgiris). I 
can say with confidence that in the fulfilment of their 
obligations through an equitable distribution of property, 
food, clothing and other necessities of life, these tribes 
prove themselves much more enlightened than the capi* 
talist nations While the Western Socialists are deploring 
the loss of ownership of instruments of production sus- 
tained by their proletarian masses, the tribal peoples 
and the Chinese and Indian artisan classes are still 
enjoying that very essential privilege Thanks to aerial 
warfare and atomic bombing, the Western nations are 
obliged to replan their economy so as to disperse popu- 
lations and make people live more and more in villages 
and work in a larger number of smaller factories — not 
to depend, as in the past, upon huge cities for their 
homes and on great industrial plants for their work. 
Fortunately, most of the coloured masses have so far 
remained loyal to their villages, cottage industries and 
other ways of decentralized life 'and economic activity. 
The proud Western peoples are coming to be disillu- 
sioned about the so-called virtues of money economy 
and world markets, and are trying their best to insure 
themselves against the many evils of their own ' civili- 
zation '. Are we to condemn the coloured masses as 
primitive merely because they did not display an un- 
critical admiration of these aberrations of capitalism ? 

The Western Socialists are hankering after industrial 
democracy, as an escape from and an alternative to the 
prevailing capitalist dictatorship. If the coloured peoples 
have saved themselves, even partially, from the claws 
of world capitalism, it is because they have remained 
loyal to their cottage industries, collective ownership 
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and cultivation of land, and the self-sufficiency eco- 
nomy of their villages and tribes They enjoy quite a 
good bit of economic freedom and democracy. For 
their refusal to pay homage to capitalism, are they to be 
treated as uncivilized? Let us remember that these 
coloured people are much nearer to the Soviet people 
in their socialistic ideas and practices than the capitalis- 
tic peoples of Western Europe and if they are guided 
well by their own national leaders, they can surpass the 
Soviet peoples in developing a more progressive and 
humane social economy in the near future. Indeed, it is 
the West that has been trying to imitate the Negro — m 
dances and music, tatoomg and sex-play. 

In the West Socialist and other advanced thinkers 
are unanimously demanding more and more leisure, 
innocent recreations and healthy hobbies for their toil- 
ing masses. But such is the arrogance of the West, it 
never has cast a glance at the great achievements of the 
Malayans and Javanese, the Indians and Chinese, m 
these directions. Every Western thinker who has studied 
the social life of the Malasian or Indonesian peoples has 
testified to the entirely wholesome manner in which they 
utilize their leisure. The hectic West sometimes turns to 
their world-famous songs and dances, paintings and 
poetry as a variant of amusement, but hardly realizes 
that their rhythm and poise are the fruits of cultivated 
leisure. It has yet to acquire their genius for living 
happily without causing injury to each other, without 
making one's leisure a nuisance to others. 

For too long a time the Westerners have been obses- 
sed with the idea that civilization consists in people's 
passion for and possession of more and more things of 
enjoyment. They are slowly realizing that this passion 
has only landed them in suicidal competition and wars, 



92 COLONIAL AND COLOURED PEOPLES 

that real civilization is indicated more by altruism and 
a socialistic outlook than by competitive, individualistic 
and selfish ways of life. The Indonesian masses by their 
indifference to possessions, by cherishing tempered en- 
joyments and altruistic thoughts, communistic feelings 
and co-operative activities, have shown how life should 
be lived, but the West has been too arrogant to see this 
It has dubbed the Negroes and the peoples of the Indies 
as far too fond of leisure, sky-gazing and sun-bathing. 
Only m some lucid individuals does the West realize 
the value of such harmless and health-giving pursuits 
and habits. After all, what has it achieved by its breath- 
taking fuss and activity ? Wars, more wars, exploitation 
of others and suicidal imperialism n 

If to be able to obtain divorce is the sign of a woman's 
freedom, coloured women enjoy that doubtful privilege 
just as much as their white sisters If to be considered 
an essential and much-prized link in the economic life 
of a people be the hall-mark of civilized woman, they 
enjoy that esteem just as much as do women in Russia. 
Is tattooing a mark of the savage ? Do not white women 
go in for this and other similar disfigurements— in their 
own fashion ? It is sheer prejudice and snobbery to 
condemn coloured women as less privileged. In fact 
they are economically independent. 

In regard to property, those sections of the tribal 
peoples who have adopted Islam have conceded much 
greater property rights to their women than have 
Europeans. And m Annam as in Burma, deeds affec- 
ting property must be signed by man and wife. Certain 
tribes like the Dyaks recognize different kinds of 
property, that of the man or woman, and that of the 
family or tribe. The tribal woman's status is much better 
than that of the European woman. 
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It is also maintained that these coloured people are 
half-naked and possess no sense of privacy and decency. 
Surely who can lay such a charge against them after 
having witnessed the all-but nude dances on the stage 
and screen, the orgies of half-naked men and women on 
the beaches, the frenzied sexual fun so publicly indulged 
in by holiday-makers, and the growth in popularity of 
% Nudist clubs ' in America and England ? Moreover, a 
Negro, when he has the means tb indulge in a fancy for 
clothes, has shown himself as fastidious and sophisticated 
as the best specimen of the middle-class European. 

' Oh ! What about the head-hunting, the sorcery, 
the superstitious ritual, the many horrible customs in- 
volving bodily disfigurement, sexual aberrations, and 
tribal warfare ? ' — some impatient imperialist may ask. 
The only answer to this is to ask him to turn the search- 
light of so-called puntanism on to the Europeans 
themselves. 

It is also wrong to entertain the notion that just be- 
cause England, Germany and the U.S.A. have develop- 
ed the idea of compulsory unemployment insurance and 
other social services of the kind, they are more civilized. 
For, even in this direction, it is worth while remembering 
that the Vaddars and Uppars, two Indian tribes who 
specialize in earth and masonry work, have practised 
for centuries an excellent and wholly indigenous system 
of social insurance for workers against accident, unem- 
ployment, child-birth, etc. For instance, if a worker 
should fall ill or suffer an accident, and therefore be 
unable to work, his fellow-workers pay him his regular 
wages until he is able to resume work. In the case of a 
pregnant woman, she is also given her share out of the 
collective earnings, while she goes on a holiday a few 
weeks before and after child-birth. To deem such 



94 COLONIAL AND COLOURED PEOPLES 

people less civilized than ourselves is the height of 
ignorant arrogance. 

If they are still subject to the tyranny of their tribal 
chiefs and have not shaken themselves free from the 
shackles of primitive customs, it is as much due to the 
failure of the imperial Powers to give them the right 
lead, as to their own conservatism. It is indeed British 
imperialism that has propped up these tribal chiefs and 
put down every sign of revolt against their autocracy, 
despite many a rising of the people against them. 
British administrators have found in these African chiefs 
very convenient instruments of colonial oppression. 

Another objection raised by certain fastidious thin- 
kers is that these people are not used to representative^ 
institutions. But they ignore the fact that in the first: 

S 

place such institutions are fast becoming unpopular; 
even in countries like the U.S A., because of the attend 
dant evils— undemocratic party machinations, log-rol-| 
ling, and spoils system, for instance. Even the British* 
have been obliged to admit that their type of represent 
tative institutions is neither the best of the kind norS 
suitable to the varying social matrix of different countries; 
and peoples. In India the Muslim League insists thatj 
the British type of majority rule will not suit Indian con- 
ditions, and the British Government fosters this opposi-' 
tion to majority rule. Many people would prefer the? 
Swiss device of the committee system of government 
and would rank it superior to the British pattern of party 
government. 

For the sake of minimizing factions and maintaining 
the traditional unity of our villages, we are seriously 
considering the advisability of utilizing the elective 
principle only for electing a panel of candidates, and 
then invoking the device of the ' ballot ' or ' lot ' in order 
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to select the requisite number of members or officers 
from out of this panel. In these circumstances, it is un- 
reasonable to condemn the coloured peoples as unfit 
for self-government merely because they have not yet 
adopted one or another of the many ‘ democratic ' de- 
vices of government. I do not mean to argue that these 
people ought not to be helped to adopt democratic 
systems for governing themselves. But surely the fact 
that they have not hitherto adopted such institutions 
cannot be the pretext for condemning them to subjec- 
tion. There is nothing to prevent the Negroes from 
imbibing the best principles of democracy and adopting 
democratic mechanisms most suited to their political 
and social life. Most unfortunately no real and full- 
fledged effort has yet been made by the British m any 
colony, barring perhaps the doubtful instance of India, 
to help the native peoples to develop and utilize demo- 
cratic institutions and practices On the contrary, the 
tottering regime of obnoxious tribal Elders has been 
carefully bolstered up by the colonial Governors. Even 
the French have failed in this respect, despite their 
showy extension of republican citizenship to a few 
favoured ones in certain colonies. 

The most important criterion for the purpose of 
deciding whether a particular people are fit to govern 
their own affairs is whether they are amenable to discip- 
line and reason, influences of education and better 
example; whether they can throw up from amongst 
themselves an adequate number of leaders capable of 
foresight, self-confidence, courage and moral authority ; 
whether as citizens they can display the requisite sense of 
social responsibilities. In all these respects, both the 
Negroes and Red Indians, not to speak of the Malayans 
and Annamese, have demonstrated their equality with, 
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if not superiority to, the Europeans. If at all there be 
defect, it is that they tend to be too highly disciplined, 
too blindly led by their more ferocious, autocratic and 
self-confident leaders. In this they very much resemble 
the Germans and the Japanese. Why then do Anglo- 
American thinkers persist m labelling these peoples as 
primitive, when they so readily accept the Germans as 
their equals ? Is it because of their crass colour or 
caste or imperialist prejudice ? Or is it because of 
their false sense of human values ? 

Till now, the imperialist West has only been trying 
to demoralize these unfortunate people, disintegrate 
their social economy and depress them inevery possible 
way by implanting inferiority complex into them. Despite 
all its efforts they have refused to abandon their own 
distinctive social and economic institutions, their love of 
the creative life and leisure, and they have set their faces 
against the allurements of a competitive, individualistic 
mode of life with its profit motive. But whenever such 
modern social means of betterment as the co-operative 
movement are sought to be introduced, these people 
have taken to them so enthusiastically as even to frighten 
their rulers The co-operative marketing societies of 
East African colonies were becoming such a success as 
to threaten the leadership of the tribal chiefs, who act as 
the allies of imperialism and to jeopardize the local 
European capitalists Similarly when such cash crops as 
cocoa, coffee, tea and rubber are introduced, the local 
coloured peoples are not slow to realize their advantages 
and to adopt their culture. But the trouble is that once 
they show any such ability, the local imperialist agents 
hasten to curb their initiative and enterprise, lest the 
white peoples' interests should suffer. Thus even in their 
race for modern means of production, the coloured 
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peoples have not been surpassed by the whites. Let no 
one think that because we say all this in defence of the 
coloured peoples, we think there is no room for improve- 
ment. Indeed, we are too painfully aware of the deplo- 
rable conditions of these peoples and we are anxious 
that the earliest and fullest steps shall be taken to improve 
their lot. 

Certainly there are persons genuinely anxious to see 
the colonial peoples liberated from all imperialist domi- 
nation and welcomed as free and equal partners in the 
comity of nations. Even they, however, reluctantly 
maintain that, considered against the background of in- 
dustrialization, rationalized agriculture, political consci- 
ousness, and the technique of mechanized warfare of the 
present-day world, these peoples are hardly able to stand 
the competition of other countries and that, therefore, 
they need for some time at least careful and affectionate 
training and assistance from the more advanced nations. 
No one can deny the fact that their primitive agricultural 
methods and the resultant poor per capita production 
put them at a great disadvantage in the competition 
with other agricultural peoples of the world. It is also true 
that with their un-co-ordinated cottage industries, they 
are unable to stand the impact of mechanized industries 
of the West. Consequently their standard of living is 
extremely low. To make matters worse, the State revenues 
are necessarily too small, since their taxable capacity is 
almost non-existent, to permit the development of the 
most elementary and absolutely necessary social services 
such as public health and sanitation, education and social 
insurance, industrial and agricultural research, the de- 
velopment and modernization of their village economy. 



CHAPTER VII 

THE PHILADELPHIA CHARTER FAILS 
THE COLONIAL PEOPLES 

Western radicalism-cum-socialism reached the sum- 
mit of its solicitude for the colonial peoples in the so- 
called Philadelphia Charter for the depressed and 
oppressed peoples. And its peak feature is the accep- 
tance, by all Powers participating in the International 
Labour Conference held in April 1944 in Philadelphia, 
of the principle of Paramountcy of Native Interests in 
their treatment of the colonial peoples It is good so 
far as it goes. But it does not go far enough ; it does 
nothing to achieve paramountcy for the local peoples 
themselves. 

It takes for granted that the colonies are to be ruled 
for some indefinite period by their imperial masters. It 
does not lay down that there must be a date by which the 
colonial peoples shall become free. It also accepts the 
status quo of the colonial economic set-up, that is, the 
ill-gotten supremacy of European and American capita- 
list and landed interests in the colonies. It has not 
thought of replacing it by the Paramountcy of Native 
Interests in that most important sphere. The existing 
European and American plantations and other landed 
estates, factories and commercial concerns with their 
growing vested interests and ever-expanding impact 
upon the local colonial peoples, are all taken for grant- 
ed and this Philadelphia Charter only seeks to minimize 
the sufferings of the local peoples, whether they are 
Negroes, Malayans, Indians, Chinese, or other coloured 
peoples, in their dealings —whether voluntary or forced 
— with the imperial and capitalistic interests. It only 
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tries to humanize the relations subsisting between the 
exploiters and their victims— the colonial peasants, 
workers, and others. 

To prevent the mischief of forced labour for the 
benefit of private enterprise, to minimize the use of forced 
labour by public bodies, to ensure better wages and 
more humane conditions of employment, and to prohibit 
inhuman penalties, — these seem to be the objectives of 
this Charter. So far as they go, they are good But they 
can at best help the coloured peoples to live a little more 
comfortably and to escape from much of their unmitigat- 
ed and undeserved suffering Even after the Charter is 
fully implemented — which is expecting too much from 
these colonial Powers —the coloured masses will continue 
to be wage-slaves, servants-at-will, or peasants enslaved 
to world markets. This Charter is not calculated or even 
intended to free the colonial masses from the hold of 
their imperialist masters. Thus this Charter alone is 
enough to demonstrate the unwillingness of western 
radicalism-cum-socialism to abolish any of the political 
and economic vested interests, or the supremacy gained 
by the imperial powers and their capitalist agencies ; 
it does not so much as think of the recognition of the 
colonial peoples' paramountcy over all such imperial and 
capitalist interests. 

We give below a short summary of this much-adver- 
tized Charter. We do realize that pending the liquida- 
tion of imperialism and the capitalist interests in the 
colonies, this Charter, if truly implemented, can relieve 
much of the distress of the oppressed colonial peoples 
— even help these unfortunate people to gain some 
respite from the terrible exploitation by their imperialist 
masters. Even such reformism may be welcome. But 
we cannot be satisfied with it. 
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ARTICLE 1. The Conference has declared that "all poli- 
cies designed to apply to dependent territories shall be 
primarily directed to the well-being and development 
of the peoples of such Territories and to the promotion 
of the desire on their part for social progress." 

ARTICLE 2. (i) In order to promote economic advance- 

ment of such territories " every effort shall be made to 
secure on an international .... basis, financial and techni- 
cal assistance in the economic development of depen- 
dent territories under the control of the local adminis- 
trations, in such a way as to safeguard the interests of 
the peoples of dependent territories. 

(n) and "on terms which secure to those peoples . . . 
the full benefit of such development." 

(ni) In appropriate cases international, regional, or 
national action shall be taken with a view to establishing 
conditions of trade sufficient for the maintenance of 
reasonable standards of living for producers efficiently 
producing the essential export products of dependent 
territories. 

ARTICLE 3. All possible steps shall be taken by appro- 
priate international, regional, national and territorial 
measures to promote improvement in such fields as 
public health, housing, nutrition, education, the welfare 
of children, the status of women, the conditions of em- 
ployment, the remuneration of wage earners and in- 
dependent producers, migratory labour, social security, 
standards of public services and general production. 
ARTICLE 4. All possible steps shall be taken effectively 
to associate the peoples of dependent territories in the 
framing and execution of measures of social progress, 
preferably through their own elected representatives 
where appropriate and possible. 

ARTICLE 5. Slavery and slave trade shall be suppressed. 
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ARTICLE 6 . Prohibition of opium smoking. 

ARTICLE 7. The use of forced or compulsory labour 
shall be eliminated entirely within the shortest 
possible period." 

While forced labour is being resorted to as a tem- 
porary and exceptional measure the conditions and 
guarantees provided in the Forced Labour Convention 
] 930 shall be respected 

"In no case shall the use of -forced labour by private 
employees be permitted." 

ARTICLE 8. "To avoid the development of indirect 
compulsion to labour." 

ARTICLE 9. To eliminate the recruiting of workers and 
to replace such recruiting by arrangements which, though 
based upon the spontaneous offer of labour through free 
agencies controlled by Government, provide for medical 
inspection, transport, food and shelter and all other be- 
nefits accruing to workers under existing systems. 
ARTICLE 16. It shall be an aim of policy to abolish 
penal sanctions for breach of contract of employment 
as defined in Article 1 of the Penal Sanctions (Indigenous 
Workers) Convention, 1939. 

ARTICLE 17. "Adequate provision .... for the progres- 
sive development of broad systems of education, voca- 
tional training and apprenticeship." 

ARTICLE 18 " Children under the age of twelve years 

shall not be employed in any employment, except on 
light work of an agricultural or domestic character in 
which only members of the employee's family are em- 
ployed or except on agricultural light work carried on 
collectively by the local community." 

ARTICLES 19, 20, 21. "Children under the age of fifteen 
shall not be employed for work in any industrial under- 
taking or on vessels" or in mines, if they are below 
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sixteen years of age But the above restrictions do not 
apply to State enterprises 

ARTICLES 29, 30, 31. '‘Adequate opportunities of general 
education, vocational training and employment : safe- 
guards against physically harmful conditions of employ- 
ment and economic exploitation, to improve the social 
and economic status of women " 

"Provision . . for maternity protection " 

ARTICLES 25, 32 "Young persons under eighteen years 
of age and women shall not be employed during the 
night in any industrial undertaking." 

ARTICLE 33. "Women shall not be employed on under- 
ground work in any mine." 

ARTICLE 35. " The improvement of standards of living 

shall be regarded as the principal objective in the plan- 
ning of economic development." 

Measures shall be taken to secure for independent 
producers and wage earners conditions which will ensure 
the maintenance of minimum standards of living. 

"The substitution of x alcph$l or other spirituous be- 
verages for all or any pfcrt of? -wages for services per- 
formed by the worker ' shall Be* prohibited." 

ARTICLES 37, 38, 39, 40. "Measures . . .to improve the 
health of the people by the extension of medical facili- 
ties", for ensuring the - establishment* of "satisfactory 
housing conditions", for "the.Jnaffrtenance and treatment 
of the sick and for the care of tKe^aged, of the incapa- 
citated", for "payment of compensation to employed 
persons in case of incapacity for work caused by acci- 
dent and occupational disease." 

ARTICLE 41. Discrimination directed against workers for 
reasons of race, colour, confession, or tribal association, 
as regards their admission to public or private employ- 
ment shall be prohibited. 
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ARTICLE 43. Right of association of employers and 
employees 'shall be guaranteed'. To assure trade unions 
which are representative of the workers concerned to 
conclude collective agreements with employers or em- 
ployees organizations. 

ARTICLE 45. " The assistance and development of co- 

operative societies .... shall be accepted as part of the 
economic programme, with financial assistance. Co- 
operation organizations shall be effectively represented 
on public boards and agencies affecting their interests." 

The above extracts make it clear how depressed 
are the colonial peoples ; m how many directions they 
need protection from the ravages of capitalism and im- 
perialism , and to what an extent they have to be sal- 
vaged from semi-slavery and economic helplessness. 




CHAPTER VIII 

WHAT FREEDOM CAN ACHIEVE 

Look at a Black Consul and Leader ! 

How greatly the Negroes of San Domingo, once a 
colony of the French, valued liberty, hailed the aboli- 
tion of slavery and fought and died for the protection 
and advancement of their freedom is narrated by Mr 
C.L. R. James in his book The Black Jacobins , published 
m 1938 by Specker and Warburg, London. 

I give below m a few extracts a glimpse of the 
Negroes' capacity to appreciate the value of freedom, 
their readiness to fight for the retention of liberty. In- 
cidentally, the following quotations also prove the 
ability of Negroes to organize a revolutionary move- 
ment, to throw up competent, fiery and statesmanlike 
leaders and eventually to achieve national freedom. 

It was revolutionary France, whose "servants, pea- 
sants, workers, day labourers in the fields were fired with 
a virulent hatred against the aristocracy of the skin", 
that solemnly declared on 4th February 1794 : "Slavery 
shall be abolished in all the Colonies. In consequence it 
[the National Convention] declares that all men, without 
distinction of colour, domiciled in the Colonies are 
French citizens and enjoy all the rights assured under 
the Constitution." (p. 112) 

Citizen Comboulas declared : "Since 1789, the aris- 
tocracy of birth and the aristocracy of the religion have 
been destroyed : but the aristocracy of the skm still 
remains ; that too is now at its last gasp, and equality 
has been consecrated." (p. 112) 

This was greeted by San Domingo's white em- 
ployees by a ' lock-out'. They ridiculed the abolition 
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of slavery with a pithy but shameless remark : "It is 
true that everyday they become more hungry, but who- 
ever thinks of the stomach when the heart is glad/' 
(p. 114) 

It is true that in 1794, as in the course of so many 
other historical episodes, the great revolutionary effort 
of the masses to cut their way through the cobwebs of 
reaction and exploitation was sought to be frustrated by 
almost an equally strong reactionary move on the part 
of the vested interests. The French planters in the co- 
lonies and the bourgeoisie in Metropolitan France tried 
their best to bring slavery back to San Domingo. But 
the great French Revolution and the decree abolishing 
slavery produced such an electrical effect on the Negro 
masses of San Domingo that a number of leaders were 
fashioned out of the revolutionary struggle. 

That revolution produced the great Negro Leader 
and General, Toussamt Louverture, a former slave who 
later became Consul. 

And what a General and Leader he proved to be ! 

If the Republic, liberty and equality gave the army 
its morale, its centre was Toussamt himself." (p. 118) 
And he led his troops to victory in spite of hardships 
and privations as great as had been faced by George 
Washington. He said, almost as Washington had said . 
"My soldiers are naked, they have no food, they receive 

no pay the men have to forage on all sides to find 

something to live on. I have absolutely no power." 
(pp. 119-120) 

And how he whipped up new enthusiasm by the 
rod of liberty ! "Can it be possible, my dear friend," — 
he addressed this appeal to a rival leader who was sup- 
porting the British, enemies of France — "that at the very 
moment when France triumphs over all royalists and 
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reorganizes us, her children, by her beneficent decree 
of 9th Thermidor, accords us all our rights for which we 
are fighting, that you should let yourself be deceived 
by our ancient tyrants, who* are only using one-half of 
our unhappy brethren m order to load the other with 

chains I hope that you will not refuse me, who am 

a black as yourself Unite yourself to honest repub- 

licans, and, all together, let us chase these royalists from 
our country ; they are rascals who wish to burden us 
again with those shameful chains that we have had so 
much trouble to break " (p. 121) Which twentieth cen- 
tury revolutionary statesman would not be proud of 
such an eloquent plea for the unity of all masses 
under the banner of freedom ! 

On 2nd May 1796, Toussaint was installed as Com- 
mander-in- Chief of all French troops, most of whom 
were Negroes. 

But politics and political leaders were changing m 
France, and the French Government suspected Tous- 
saint of a design to make the colony independent, and 
Toussaint apprehended that the French intended to 

restore slavery It was from this time that Toussaint, 

driven by events, " envisaged the necessity of holding 
on to power even at the cost of defying France." (p.159) 
Thus for the sake of freedom, this former slave fought 
for France and then came to be prepared to fight against 
her but m different circumstances. 

When reaction set m in France and the colonial 
bourgeoisie were trying to regain their lost powers over 
the Negroes, Toussaint addressed a truly dignified 
remonstrance to the French Government. 

Toussaint said that it was his duty not to leave them 
m ignorance either of the crimes that the planters — 
their former masters, who " are in France, m the United 
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States and .. .under the English banner" —unitedly 
meditate, or of " the oath that we renew to bury our- 
selves under the rums of a country revived by liberty 
rather than suffer the return of slavery. " (p. 160 ) 

He challenges the planters . 

" Do they think that men who have been able to en- 
joy the blessing of liberty will calmly see it snatched 
away ? They supported their chains only so long as 
they did not know any condition of life more happy 
than that of slavery. But today when they have left it, 
if they had a thousand lives they would sacrifice them 
all rather than be forced into slavery again / 1 (p. 161 ) 
Who among the world leaders of today, except Mahatma 
Gandhi, has had the spiritual exaltation to utter such 
a burning and inspiring ode to freedom ? 

Like a true revolutionary Toussamt warned France, 
then passing through the throes of reaction, that to res- 
tore slavery " would be to attempt the impossible . we 
have known how to face dangers to obtain our liberty , 
we shall know how to brave death to maintain it." 

(p. 162) 

Truly does Mr James observe : "Pericles, TomPame, 

Jefferson, Marx and Engels have moved men [for 

they] strike chords and awaken aspirations that sleep in 
the hearts of the majority m every age." But they were 
"men of liberal education, formed in the traditions of 
ethics, philosophy and history. Toussamt was a slave, 
not six years out of slavery, bearing the unaccustomed 
burden of war and government, dictating his thoughts 

in the crude words of a broken dialect The blacks 

were taking their part m the destruction of European 

feudalism begun by the French Revolution 

The slogans of the revolution meant far more to them 
than to any Frenchman. That was why, in the hour of 
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danger Toussaint, unmstructed as he was, could find the 
language and accent of Diderot, Rousseau, and Raynal, 
of Mirabeau, Robespierre and Danton." (pp. 162-3) 

Let us see how he governed San Domingo during 
his regime as Consul. 

It is true that he ruled as a benevolent despot. But 
he lived only for his people He encouraged free com- 
munion of the people with himself and his colleagues. 
He was at the head of a black nation. "The revolution 
had awakened them, had given them the possibility of 
achievement, confidence and pride. That psychological 
weakness, that feeling of inferiority with which the 
Imperialists poison colonial peoples everywhere, these 

were gone " And Toussaint was "incredibly grand 

and powerful, and incomparably the greatest man m 
San Domingo/ 1 (p. 204) 

Toussaint reorganized the administration, reformed 
justice, radically altered the taxation system, enforced the 
former practice of paying one quarter of the produce to 
agricultural workers, and developed the maritime police. 
He "established such schools as he could .... He erected 
fine buildings and built a huge monument to com- 
memorate the abolition of slavery , encouraged personal 
industry, social morality, public education, religious 
toleration, free trade, civic pride, racial equality.” This 
former slave " strove, according to his lights, to lay the 
foundations of a new State." His rule was "rooted m 
the preservation of the interests of the labouring poor." 
(pp. 206-7) 

"Race prejudice, the curse of San Domingo for two 
hundred years, was fast vanishing. The stigma of colour 
could not continue when so many Negroes -and Mulattos 
filled the highest positions in the country. Travellers 
who saw Le Cap during that wonderful year agreed that 
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there was a new spirit abroad m the country While 

the authority, social ease and culture of those who a 
dozen years before had been slaves, amazed all obser- 
vers. The success of Toussaint' s administration may also 
be judged by the fact that in a year and a half, he had 
restored cultivation to two-thirds of what it had been in 
the most flourishing days of the old regime." Who can 
say that Toussaint did not anticipate Ataturk by more 
than 120 years? And who can* dare doubt the latent 
capabilities of the Negroes of Africa for efficient, en- 
lightened and progressive administration after having 
noted the achievements of this former Negro slave ? 

Even as a revolutionary fighter within the four corners 
of a constitution, Toussaint anticipated De Valera. He 
formulated a constitution for San Domingo but he did not 
specifically state m what relation the island's Government 
would stand to France. When people remonstrated with 
him about the place of France, in such a Government, he 
replied : "The French Government will send commis- 
sioners to speak with me " "Absolute local independence 
on the one hand, and on the other, French capital and 
French administrators to help, develop and educate the 
country, and a high official from France as a link 

between the two Governments All the evidence 

shows that Toussaint, working alone, had reached 
forward to that form of political allegiance which we 
know today as Dominion Status " (p. 221) Yet, so many 
European thinkers wish to deceive themselves and 
others with the delusion that the blacks are incapable 
of governing themselves ! The achievements of Tous- 
saint give the lie direct to all their insinuations and 
misrepresentations. 

And look at the advanced conceptions he incorpo- 
rated into his constitution . 
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" Slavery was for ever abolished. Every man, what- 
ever his colour, was admissible to all employments, and 
there was to exist no other distinction than that of virtues 
and talents, and no other superiority than that which the 
law gives in the exercise of a public function The Church 
was strictly subordinate to the State." (pp. 220-1) 

Toussaint was essentially a revolutionary, devoted 
to the cause of all Negroes, whether in the West Indies 
or on the Continent of Africa. He cherished the project 
of "sailing to Africa with arms, ammunition and a thousand 
of his best soldiers, and there conquering vast tracts of 
country, putting an end to the slave trade and making 
millions of blacks free." (p. 222) 

Thus "in him, born a slave and leader of slaves, the 
concrete realization of liberty, equality and fraternity 
was the womb of ideas and the springs of power, which 
overflowed their narrow environment and embraced the 
whole world. But for the revolution, this extraordinary 
man and his band of gifted associates would have lived 
their lives as slaves, serving the commonplace creatures 
who owned them. Standing barefooted and in rags to 
watch inflated little governors .... as many a talented 
African stands in Africa today," says Mr James. And 
need one have any more reasons to be convinced that a 
revolutionary declaration that all the peoples of all colo- 
nies are free will release the creative energies and dyna- 
mic potentialities of the Negroes and other coloured 
peoples, m about the same way as it did in San Domingo? 

Let it not be thought that this revolutionary spirit 
was confined to a few leaders like Toussaint and his 
colleagues. It was generally shared by all the politically 
conscious people of the island. Here for example is the 
spirited reply given by the municipality of Dondon to 
an offer of protection under the Spanish Crown. 
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11 If there were among us men low enough to resume 
their chains, we abandon them to you with a good heart. 
You have received commissions and you have guaran- 
tees. Guard your liveries and your parchments One 
day they will serve you as the fastidious titles of our 
former aristocrats served them " (p. 126) 

And during the war of independence, which the 
Negroes lost in its first phase, the French imperialist 
army discovered to its chagrin that the white soldier 
" no longer inspired moral terror, and that is the greatest 
misfortune that can befall an army." So great was the 
transformation of the Negro masses, (p. 26) 

For a time a patched-up peace was achieved by 
Leclerc, the French Governor, because Toussaint wished 
to save his people from further destruction and so from 
a final disarming But the French played false, and on 
the secret orders of Napoleon, arrested Toussaint and 
deported him to France. Once they had got him into 
their hands, they consigned him to a miserable death m 
jail. Toussaint died on April 7th, 1803 and in his last 
hours his comrades in arms, ignorant of his fate, were 
drafting the declaration of independence, (p. 301) 

And as for the achievement of Toussaint and the revo- 
lution, here is the testimony of Lemmomer-Delaposse 
who believed in slavery : "But what men these blacks 
are ! How they fight and how they die 1 ... I have seen a 
solid column, torn by grape-shot from four pieces of can- 
non, -advance without taking a retrograde step. They 
advanced singing ; their song was a song of brave men 

' To the attack, grenadier. 

Who gets killed, that's his affair 

Forget your Ma 

Forget your Pa 

To the attack, grenadier 

SALAK JUNCi E.AHADUR 
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" Those songs shouted into the sky in unison by 
2,000 voices to which the cannon formed the bass, 
produced a thrilling effect." 

"With such exemplary bravery did the Negroes fight 
for their freedom." Toussaint had been dead only seven 
months but his work was done. "Out of men who had 
cowered trembling before the frown of any white ruffian, 
he had made in ten years an army which could hold its 
own with the finest soldiers Europe had yet seen." 
(p. 305) And "on November 29th was issued a preli- 
minary proclamation of independence and on 31st 
December 1804, the final Declaration . of Independence 
was read, and Toussaint's-xolleagues, Dessalines, Chris- 
tophe Clarveaus and Petion were fortunate enough to 
lead the blacks to that great victory." 

Let those who doubt the advisability and urgency 
of our solution, that is, of declaring all the peoples of 
Africa, and South-East Asia, free and independent and 
who still cherish the notion of the white man's superiority 
take to heart Mr James' warning : 

"The imperialists envisage an eternity of African 
exploitation ; the African is backward, ignorant ; he 
dreams dreams If in 1788 anyone had told the Conte 
de Lauzerne the Minister . . . General Rochambeau 
the soldier .... that the thousands of dumb brutes who 
were whipped to labour at dawn and whipped back at 
midnight, who submitted to their mutilations, burnings 
and other savageries, if these gentlemen had been told 
that in three years the blacks would shake off their 
chains and face extermination rather than put them on 
again, they would have thought the speaker mad. If 
today, one were to suggest to any white colonial 
potentate that among those blacks whom they rule are 
men so infinitely their superior in ability, energy, range 



WHAT FREEDOM CAN ACHIEVE 113 

of vision! and tenacity of purpose, that in a hundred 
years' time those whites would be remembered only 
because of their contact with the blacks, one would get 
some idea of what the Counts, Marquises and other 
colonial magnates of the day thought of Jean-Francois, 
Toussaint and Rigand when the revolt first began." 
(p. 314) 



CHAPTER IX 


A WEST- INDIAN OF AFRICAN DESCENT 

SPEAKS 

Mr W. Arthur Lewis has written a very instructive 
and authenticated pamphlet on Labour in the West Indies. 
It was published by the Fabian Society in 1939. I shall 
give a few quotations from it in order to enable readers 
to gain an insight into the conditions of the coloured 
peoples of the West Indies and also the working of their 
political mind. 

"Just over 2 k million people live in the British [West 
Indies] colonies. The white population is relatively small, 
averaging about 3 per cent of the total 

'Economically and politically, the white man is 
supreme. The bulk of the population — 80 per cent or 
more — is of African descent, the children of slaves in- 
troduced from Africa in 1834. They have lost most of 
their African heritage, assimilating the ideas of their white 
rulers and adapting themselves to European institutions. 

" Fifty per cent of the population is engaged directly 
in agriculture ; of these the bulk are landless agricultural 
labourers, but there are also some peasants, especially in 
Jamaica, where the peasant class is of great social 
significance." 

The special problems facing these peasants are care- 
fully dealt with by W. M. MacMillan m his Warning from 
the West Indies (Penguins). They are so similar to the 
problems that Indian peasants are trying to tackle with 
the aid of their All-India Peasant Congress. 

" There is no racial legislation. Yet every one is 
conscious of the efforts of the white people to maintain 
their supremacy and their privileges. 
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" The form which is most resented is the reservation 
of certain appointments, both by the State and by private 
concerns, for white men. Every West-Indian knows 
that the Governor of the French West-Indian island 
of Guadeloupe is a black man, but he knows too 
that so long as the current British policy persists, 
there can never be a black Governor of Trinidad, or a 
black Bishop of Barabados Colonial 'Society' feels 
these things keenly for culturally, it is not merely equal 
but superior to white society, being so much better 
educated " 

Writing about labour conditions, Mr Lewis observes 

that "the earnings of labourers are so low as just to 

permit subsistence at a deplorably low level. 

" Two-thirds of the population lives m dwellings of 
two rooms or less," and these rooms are to be found in 
"a long wooden building roofed with galvanized iron, 
divided from end to end by a partition and sub-divided 
on both sides into a series of single rooms 

"West-Indians are a prey to a number of diseases 
which weaken but do not kill, especially malaria, yaws, 
hook-worm and venereal diseases. 

"There is practically no legislation concerning hous- 
ing or working conditions and no unemployment or 
health insurance. 

"There is more primary education in these islands 
than in any other British colony, but it is given in un- 
fortunate conditions." 

Prof MacMillan also observes that "a great many of 
the people everywhere show independence on a modest 
competence ; but the masses are poor, very poor, with a 
standard of living reminding one of the native and 
coloured communities of South Africa even more than 
the peasants of West Africa ... A social and economic 
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study of the West Indies is therefore necessarily a study 
of poverty/' 

The same observations apply equally well to con- 
ditions of the masses in India, the Dutch East Indies, 
Burma, and Indo-China. Alas ! What about the much 
more miserable and depressed Negroes of Africa ! 

The awakening of the West-Indian masses was 
quickened by the labour strikes of 1936-7, which took 
place almost in every town, affected every factory, 
oil-well and almost every plantation, and awakened 
the people to the realization that there was a new 
spirit abroad among the coloured peoples of the West 
Indies. 

Scores died, more were wounded and thousands 
bravely faced the police in the firings and lathi charges 
resorted by the authorities ; but out of that blood -bath 
arose the political movement and labour's class con- 
sciousness, and today the West-Indian masses are, as a 
consequence, socialist-minded and have thrown up able 
and experienced leaders. 

Three leaders came into prominence during these 
struggles, Urial Butler of Trinidad who organized the 
oil-field workers' strike, Alexander Bustamente whose 
popular championship of labour's cause made the 
workers name their unions after him, and William Grant, 
a real labour leader. Both Bustamente and Grant have 
remarkable speaking powers and have stirred the ima- 
gination and won the loyalty of the working classes 
throughout the island of Jamaica They were ably 
aided by a Barrister. 

" The vast majority of the new leaders are extraordi- 
narily capable and intelligent ; a few are lawyers or other 
members of the educated middle classes, but most o* 
them are just workers, with a genius for organization and 
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a capacity for sacrifice. They are very conscious of their 
responsibility and though the difficulties in their path 
are many they are confident of eventual success. 

" Thanks to the impact of the labour agitation and 
sacrifices made and the organized courage and political 
leadership displayed by the masses during the great 
uprisings of 1937-8, the West-Indian Governments have 
been forced to adopt all sorts of measures to meet the 

grievances of the workers land settlement, fixing of 

minimum wages, expenditure on public works and slum 
clearance, old-age pensions, enactment of a Workmen's 
Compensation Act, etc. This is indeed a revolution, for 
hitherto West-Indian Governments have not regarded 
measures of this sort as of primary importance." 

The following are the demands presented by the 
West-Indians to British imperialism and the world, 
through their Labour Congress of 1938. They are 
moderate, though they are derived from the people's 
socialistic outlook. However, they take for granted 
the continuation of the British Empire and do not envi- 
sage the achievement of international control, guidance 
and leadership for the progress of all the colonial 
peoples. 

(i) Granting of self-government with adult suffrage 
and wholly elected legislatures ; only educational quali- 
fications for candidates. 

(li) Relations between the Governor and the legisla- 
ture to be similar to those between the King and British 
Parliament, the Governor to exercise the King's prero- 
gatives on the advice of the Executive Council. 

(iii) Nationalization of the sugar industry, through 
Government's purchasing the large sugar estates for re- 
distribution among peasants on easy terms of sale. 
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(iv) The prohibition of the ownership by a single 
individual, firm, or company, directly or indirectly, of a 
sugar estate of more than 50 acres in extent. 

(v) The ownership by Government alone of all sugar 
factories. 

(vi) The establishment of a single Government pur- 
chasing agency m each colony for sugar, such agency to 
be the sole exporter of sugar. 

(vii) The establishment of co-operative marketing for 
cocoa, rice and other agricultural produce. 

(vin) No sugar or oil, manufactured and refined m 
the colony, should be sold to local consumers at more 
than the export value plus 50 per cent for distributors' 
profits. 

(ix) All essential utility services, i.e , Railways, water, 
electricity, tramways, telephones, should be owned by 
the State or Municipality. 

(x) Social legislation providing for old-age pensions, 
national health insurance, unemployment insurance, 
penalization of unfair labour practices, a 44-hour week 
without reduction m pay, minimum wage for all workers, 
workmen's compensation for all including agricultural 
and domestic workers, and a Trade Union Law, and 
Factory Law. 

(xi) Separation of the Executive from the Judiciary. 

(xii) Compulsory, free elementary education plus 
vocational training. 

(xiii) Creation of minor and new industries 

This is a charter of demands which is not unlike the 
charter of minimum demands of the Indian peasants and 
workers. How did these descendants of the formerly 
enslaved Negroes brought from Africa, come to be so 
highly political minded and class conscious ? The labour 
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parties of different islands, affiliated to the British Labour 
Party and carrying on political propoganda for nearly 
two decades though without resorting to direct action and 
organizing labour unions, had prepared the ground. 
The political activities of the East-Indians, who form a 
small percentage of the total population and whose asso- 
ciations had tried to cater to the political needs of the 
Negroes, also must have set a good example. Yet, most 
of this political progress made by the masses could have 
been possible only because deep down in the social 
matrix of the Negroes, there must have been solid but 
sound seeds of latent political consciousness and 
capabilities. A perusal of The Race of Africa by G. G. 
Seligman will convince one how the various Negro tribes 
had attained to the conceptions and institutions of 
kinghood, kingdoms and empires, political loyalty and 
rights, and highly developed political relations as 
* between the Kings and their tribes, tribal leaders and 
tribal peoples, etc. It was this political matrix that was 
transplanted into the West Indies two to three hundred 
years ago, when Negroes were transplanted to these 
islands. 

If the offspring of those ancient Negro slaves could 
attain to such a high state of political consciousness in 
such a short space of time (i. e., 20 years) and through 
. such a brief experience of direct struggle (between 
1934-8), surely it cannot be too visionary to expect the 
Negroes of Africa too to respond to a generous, sympa- 
thetic grant of political freedom and status. 

That has been testified to even by such a radical 
imperialist as Prof. MacMillan. He rightly said : "The 
West Indies have shown what men of the African race — 
even uprooted exiles —can do when given the oppor- 
tunity." But who has ever given them such opportunity ? 
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Not Lord Olivier, not Lord Lugard, with all their anxiety 
to develop self-governing institutions and to 'tram the 
people towards the attainment of self-government'. Be- 
cause, the imperial system of which they were mere 
minions, was opposed to the true and full discharge of 
its trusteeship. As Prof. MacMillan has said : "If trustee- 
ship means anything, it means development in the in- 
terests of the weaker classes and a firm exercise of 
authority on their behalf — without a second's thought 
for British industry, for the precarious state of white 
colonists or even for the interests of a black upper-class." 
The organized and financially powerful minority of 
whites is vociferous though tiny and has generally suc- 
ceeded in making the trustee favour their interests at 
the expense of those of the great majority of the masses. 

Both MacMillan and Joyce Cary are opposed to the 
extension of 'the great refusal' of its duty towards the 
Negroes made by the British Empire m its anxiety to con- 
ciliate the biassed and anti-Negro Africanders or Dutch 
Africans. So Cary concludes that "the greatest hope 
for Africa is some authority superior to local sovereigns, 
some new League or Federal Power for Africa, able to act 
freely in the interests not only of the black but the white 
African native.*'- He pleads for " central international 
planning, for production .and currency for exchange, 
for the organization of labour and health services". 
Arthur Lewis also realizes the need for international loans 
for developing ‘the economic resources of the West 

Indies. And more and mere of such loans are needed 
. • 

for Africa. Who can 1 ' better serve these political and 
economic needs of the African and other colonies than 
the future World Federation, and how can these colonies 
better safeguard themselves against the inevitable ten- 
dency of the creditor to dominate the political fate of the 
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debtor, except when they are declared politically in- 
dependent ? 

Prof. MacMillan concludes on a happy note . " The 
West Indies have taken the initiative, if not control, into 
their own hands and reached a point where there is 
nothing to be achieved, either by Government or by the 
most enlightened and impartial commission from outside, 
except with the full and direct co-operation of the island's 

own leaders There cannot be a clean hand-over 

till the long-promised economic reconstruction is well 
begun. But it needs above all to be made clear that the 
immediate and not very distant aim is full parliamentary 
self-government/' 

Indeed, this World War II has speeded up the pace 
of political aspirations and awakening of colonial peoples 
and nothing less than full and unfettered freedom and 
equal and free membership of a World Federation can 
really satisfy them. West Indian Negroes have lighted 
the fire of freedom, and it will set ablaze the whole of 
Africa also. 




CHAPTER X 

YE IMPERIALISMS, ' QUIT THE COLONIES ! 1 


A CASE FOR RECOGNITION OF THE 
INDEPENDENCE OF COLONIAL PEOPLES 

We have so far reviewed the thought and achieve- 
ments of Western imperialists, radicals and socialists 
We have come to the conclusion that they are not pre- 
pared to realize the need for immediately demanding 
the recognition, by their imperial governments, of the 
independence of the Colonial Nations and for accepting 
Gandhiji's call to world imperialism to 1 Quit the Colonies 
and Coloured Peoples' 

We maintain that it is high time for the colonial and 
coloured peoples to demand the recognition of their 
national independence by all the other nations of the 
world and to ask their respective imperial powers to 
'quit' their countries. 

Such a demand would have sounded a little too 
extreme and impractical before 1939. But it has become 
inevitable after this second World War. It alone expres- 
ses the inner urge which has incited the colonial and 
coloured peoples of the world into unity and singleness 
of purpose; their ripening political experience sees no 
protection for themselves, nay, for the whole human 
race, from the ravages of another World War with it s 
atomic bombs and worse weapons of destruction, except 
in a complete separation of the Western lmperialist- 
cum-capitalist world from the causes of their cupidity 
and rivalry— the colonial and the coloured peoples' 
lands which are at once their strength and their weak- 
ness. 
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' QUIT THE COLONIES 1 ' 

It was because these peoples remained in their 
colonial status, were content with asking for reforms and 
would not venture upon a revolutionary programme that 
they failed to take the fullest advantage of the second 
World War and inertly they went from one imperial 
master to another. The British, the Dutch and the French 
dangled before them promises of political reforms and 
economic concessions and sections of their intelligentsia 
were won over, to pursue the imperialists' own ends — to 
the detriment of the nationalist movements in those 
lands. So when the Japanese invaders triumphed over 
their former imperial masters, there was no competent, 
alert, and revolutionary leadership to guide and lead 
them and to demand on their behalf the recognition of 
their national freedom. If they had had a leader like 
Mahatma Gandhi, a revolutionary organization like the 
Indian National. Congress, and a revolutionary weapon 
like the Satyagraha, it would have been possible for 
them to demand the shedding of their imperialist inte- 
rests by the retreating masters, and a recognition of 
their own national independence. This would have 
effectively re-mforced their national resistance against 
the Japanese invaders. We do realize that demanding 
is not achieving. We know how Mahatma Gandhi had 
made his 'Quit India' demand and how cruelly the 
British Government had dealt with him and the Indian 
national revolutionary leadership. But the retreating 
imperialists would not have dared to deal with the 
national leadership of Dutch East Indies, Malaya, Indo- 
China, and Burma just as brutally as it did with the 
Indian Congress. If it had dared to do so, the political 
consciousness of their masses would have shot up even 
higher and the Japanese when they came would have 
found, instead of a cold passivity, all things too hot for 
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them ; and they would have had no choice except recog- 
nizing their national independence. 

It is true that the Burmese nationalist movement was 
so strong that the Japanese had perforce to recognize 
Burma's independence and accept her leadership as 
their Government, and that in spite of all this the 
conquering British Government is today not willing to 
shed its imperialist domination over Burma. Yet, the 
Burmese are the better and stronger for all their three 
years of nominal independence and national Govern- 
ment and as the London Times confessed in August 
1945, the British cannot afford to treat the Burmese 
as of old nor can they hope to prolong their imperialist 
regime indefinitely. 

What actually happened in the case of other colonies 
is a warning against our accepting any lower demand 
than the 'Quit the Colonies' slogan Even the Japanese 
would not, until a few months before their eventual 
surrender to the Allies, treat the Indonesians as free 
peoples nor would they set up independent national 
governments, puppets though they would have been. 
Thus the Javanese, Annamese, and such others were 
denied the exhilarating, though brief experience of feel- 
ing and considering themselves to be nationally free. 
In the absence of a revolutionary slogan like this, they 
had to hitch their demand before the Japanese on a low 
key, the highest being a demand for responsible govern- 
ment. Never again shall they be caught napping and 
dreaming dreams of bettering their conditions under the 
aegis of imperialisms. Hence our plea that all colonial 
and coloured peoples must hasten to accept Gadhiji's 
lead and with cries of ' Quit the Colonies ' launch upon 
their revolutionary career of achieving their national 
independence. 
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Such a revolutionary demand, if made now, is sure 
to make the imperial masters very furious. Certainly the 
1942 August 'Quit India' demand drove the British mad. 
Yet India has stuck to that demand, has paid a terrible 
but inspiring price for it and is today reiterating that 
demand with redoubled vigour and determination. The 
other colonial and coloured peoples have to make the 
same kind of demand and launch upon a similar revolu- 
tionary career. Joyce Cary has rightly said that "freedom, 
power in the people, is a nuisance to rulers ; it is insolent, 
enterprising, vulgar, inconstant, ungrateful. But you 
cannot do without it because it is life itself/ 7 Mahatma 
Gandhi warned all the unprivileged peoples that since 
"to be free is the birth-right of every human being, he who 
does not desire and fight for freedom is less than a beast/' 
Are our colonial masses to stop demanding freedom and 
thus condemn themselves to the status of beasts, for fear 
of upsetting the temper of their imperial masters ? 

Moreover, this ’Quit the Colonies' slogan is not such 
an impossible and chimerical thing for the coloured 
masses. They have risen high and grown rapidly in 
political consciousness and status during this eye-open- 
ing War. They have now seen through the boasted 
'superiority' of the whites to the coloured peoples of the 
world, and caught a glimpse of the unnamable things 
at the other end. Morally they have found the whites 
lacking in the elementary decencies, physically much 
less sturdy than themselves, intellectually on the level 
of criminally inclined children, in matters of sex 
without restraint or ethic. And in every sphere of 
War and Peace activity the coloured peoples have 
competed ably and successfully with these men whose 
arrogance alone has led to them to think they were 
God's own people. More than anything else, they saw 
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the whites fleeing before their enemies, going down in 
defeat, losing countries, led m large numbers as War 
prisoners. They saw the whites frantically in need of 
their own assistance, protection and friendship. All 
these exhilarating experiences must have shattered 
their accumulated inferiority complex and planted in 
their hearts a healthy sense of equality, a feeling of 
freedom from their thraldom That the peoples of 
Malasam islands are actuated by an inspiring sense of 
national freedom is being recognized by their imperial 
masters themselves It is, therefore, not a difficult thing 
for such peoples to realize the significance and utter 
indispensibility of the Gandhian slogan of 'Quit the 
Colonies'. 

Indeed, even before the outbreak of this second 
World War, the nationalist leaders of Java were demand- 
ing full responsible governments ; so did the Burmese 
leaders. The Malayan and Indo-Chinese leaders were 
a bit slower in making the same demand And during 
this War they all seem to have shot up in their political 
growth, thanks to the inspiring leadership provided by 
the Burmese National Government and Subhash Chandra 
Bose, for they began to press the Japanese Government 
to recognize their national freedom. And in the end, the 
Japanese Government had to recognize the indepen- 
dence of Dutch East Indies and also of Indo-China. 
Therefore, this demand represents, so far as the Japanese- 
occupied countries were concerned, what the local 
nationals had learnt to demand, and come to achieve 
and enjoy — even if it be for such a short time and in 
such a shadowy or nominal manner ! 

Coming to the African colonies, we have to note 
that several lakhs of Negroes had gone to the various 
war fronts in both Europe and Asia, gained much 
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experience and returned to their reserves, all with new 
inspiring thoughts and surging ambitions. Even those 
who had stayed at home were reacting so passionately 
against the imperialist exploitation of their resources 
in the interest of this War that several thousands of them 
had to be imprisoned, and their organizations banned, 
and newspapers suppressed by their imperial masters. 
The cry for freedom has grown in their reserves, their 
political consciousness and agitation have grown apace 
and their national ambitions have been kindled as never 
before. And the great Indian revolutionary effort of 
1942-4 must have thrilled the thousands of Negroes who 
were serving in India at the time, who must have, on their 
return, conveyed their reactions to their own peoples 
in different tribes and reserves Even m the pre-War 
days there were pretty strong and wide-spread move- 
ments for the redress of local grievances Though they 
were only risings against petty local tyrannies, still they 
had in them the seeds of political revolution. The rising 
of Chagga's women, especially, against the oppressions 
of planters and the unjust victimization of their co- 
operative societies was an indication how they were 
developing new ideas and demands, new revolutionary 
movements and struggles Those days are gone when 
the Negroes were sunk in despair, when impotent dis- 
content was expressed by exclamations like 'Flog me 
now . . . Kill me . . . that is what I want . . . Yes ... I want it !' 
The riots of Johnston Abba of 1930, the Chagga revolt, 
the innumerable uprisings of young men against imperia- 
list authority as represented by the local Tribal Chiefs 
are a pointer which imperialists are not very slow to re- 
cognize. The British imperialists for instance are trying 
to meet the rising tide of discontent and revolution 
by offering to introduce elected members into their 
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legislatures, and to expand their social services and thus 
to absorb as many of the educated unemployed as pos- 
sible. That this will prove as vain as their previous 
similar efforts in India and elsewhere, is a by-gone con- 
clusion. Once the passion for freedom is known the 
very sense of human dignity gives a momentum to poli- 
tical struggle ; nothing on earth can stop them till growth 
in geometrical proportions is achieved. 

After all, it is not so long ago since the Negroes of 
Africa lost their national freedom and most of them are 
still enjoying their tribal self-government — for whatever 
it is worth. Much more readily do they yearn and fight 
for freedom than do the West Indian Negroes, for ins- 
tance. But even the West Indian Negroes began to 
demand Dominion Status as long as ten years ago. If 
the descendants of slaves who had been kidnapped 9 
from Africa centuries ago could rise to such a political 
demand, how can the Negroes who lost their freedom 
only some seventy years ago fail to respond to the call of ^ 
the times? We have also seen how nearly 150 years ago, 3 
the Negro slaves rose against their masters in Haiti, fc 
shook off their slavery, organized an army, and achieved^ 
their national independence from French imperialism — m 
all under the inspiration of the French Revolution.® 
Is it then too much to expect the Negroes of today toj; 
hail our slogan of 'Quit the Colonies'? ^ 

I have shown in my book World Bole of National 
Revolution how this demand is the absolute minimum 
that the colonial and coloured peoples can make at this 
juncture. Every concession that their imperialist masters 
may make hereafter has to be measured, and accepted 
or rejected, with the help of this measuring rod. It may 
take, it will take some time before this demand is ful- 
filled. But it is only in the light of this demand, for the 
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sake of this demand that every move henceforth of the 
colonial people must be made. 

Let us remember that the imperialist powers are 
already obliged to pay lip homage to the % Paramountcy 
of native interests'. It is the task of the colonial revolu- 
tionaries to take the fullest advantage of this and demand 
that their 'Quit the Colonies' slogan flows from out of it, 
as naturally as day follows night. Let us also realize the 
full possibilities of the commitments made by the United 
Nations — that the imperial powers are to govern their 
colonies in such a way as to lead them to self-govern- 
ment, ultimately to enable and allow them to demand 
and achieve national independence. Thus what we are 
asking imperialists to do is nothing beyond what they 
themselves are solemnly committed to. Only we demand 
of them to do it immediately. They want to ' train and 
lead' the coloured and colonial masses towards indepen- 
dence and we demand that we must be recognized as 
"nationally independent people here and now ; that they 
shed their imperial powers, and then range themselves 
along with all other friendly people to enable us to 
select from amongst them our helpers who are to guide 
,us in our endeavours, to march with us in the spirit, 
activities, and achievements of modern times. 

Thus, it is clear that the Gandhian slogan is not 
' unnatural. It is on the contrary the only one that any 
self-respecting people can make. It is within the com- 
prehension and capacity of all the coloured and colonial 
peoples. Furthermore, if we do not make this demand 
now and achieve it at the earliest moment, there is the 
danger of the present disruptive and demoralizing 
methods and influences set in motion by the im- 
perialist forces gaining greater strength and doing 
much greater mischief. There is also the possibility 
9 
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of the United Nations allowing these white peoples 
and their governments to continue their 'divide and 
rule 7 tactics, destroying the local cultures, languages, 
traditions, and social and economic foundations. There 
is, moreover, no guarantee that the intentions of the 
I.L O , the real spirit of the Philadelphia Charter, and the 
declarations of the San Francisco Conference will be 
sincerely adhered to and fully implemented. So far the 
Christian missionaries alone were depended upon to 
provide some educational facilities and to bring the cul- 
tural heritage of the West to the sons of the Negro and 
Red Indian masses. But Mr Kenyatta has shown in his 
book Kenya how great a mischief is caused because of 
their prejudices against the cultural heritage and social 
institutions of the coloured masses and also because of 
their failure to realize the harm done to the colonial 
peoples by injecting into them the Western poisons of 
individualism, competition and the personal profit motive. 
Unless the coloured people insist upon the immediate 
liquidation of imperialism, the white capitalist interests 
will continue their present attempt to gain more and 
more vested interests in these colonies, in the name of 
the ' open door ' policy as advocated by so many whites 
and as adumbrated by the Atlantic Charter They may 
even take into alliance the local Indian, Chinese, Arab 
capitalists and thus gain greater political power. The 
imperial Powers may hasten with their notorious policy 
of confining the natives to their reserves, in strengthen- 
ing the white landlords by creating many more ' Kenya 
Highlands reservations ' for the whites alone, by extend- 
ing the South African Anti-native Policy to other areas, 
by allowing South Africa to gain greater concessions or 
powers, by increasing the quota of representation allow- 
ed to the whites in the colonial legislatures, by reducing 
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their tax-burdens, by increasing the State's expenditure 
on social services that benefit mostly the whites and 
starve the social services that are intended for the colour- 
ed masses, by continuing to impart wrong education 
which implants inferiority complex and suppresses the 
intellectual growth of the coloured masses. Last but not 
the least, there is the danger of the continuation of the 
present imperialist policy of suppressing every political 
movement and agitation and of stunting the peoples' 
political growth. There is the extreme danger of these 
western Powers attempting to create communal, tribal 
and other sectional divisions in order to prevent the 
growth of the national revolutionary forces. In fact, 
Mr I. S Furnivak has frankly admitted in his book The 
Tropical Far East (Oxford Pamphlets) that v Western 
political institutions fostered division rather than unity', 
and India, Palestine and Burma have had a bitter experi- 
ence of such imperialist machinations. So at least to pre- 
vent the growth of this mischief and to foster unity it is 
necessary that the colonial peoples be declared free. 

If the national independence of the colonial and 
coloured peoples is recognized, then whoever may be 
sent to them by the World Federation to help and guide 
them will have to serve them according to the decisions 
taken by their legislators and the needs felt and hopes 
expressed by them. Everything which these foreign 
helpers and guides propose to do has then to be tested 
on the touchstone of the paramountcy of native in- 
terests. Every vested interest, whether foreign or local, 
has to be judged only from this stand-point — as inter- 
preted for instance by Mahatma Gandhi to the Second 
Round Table Conference. Thus there will be some 
assurance that the administration of the colonial areas 
and the utilization of their resources in men and 
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materials is carried on for the benefit of the toiling mas- 
ses of the countries concerned. 

In fact, even the demand for national freedom, nay, 
even the declaration by the coloured peoples of their 
determination to achieve complete independence, will 
put their present imperial masters on their trial and will 
act as a healthy restraint upon their predatory instincts. 
Hence the need for the colonial peoples to raise at once 
this demand of 'Quit the Colonies'. 

There are equally strong reasons for the Western 
socialists and Eastern national revolutionaries to hail this 
demand of the colonial peoples and strengthen it. As 
Lenin had warned them nearly 25 years ago, the Social 
revolution of the Western peoples cannot achieve an 
early triumph as long as imperialism continues to rein- 
force our immediate enemy, World Capitalism, by brib- 
ing the Western proletariat — with its continuous streams 
of colonial super- profits or surplus value— into acquie- 
scence of the present capitalist dispensation. If really 
the European and American socialists are keen on 
liquidating this world menace of capitalism, then they 
must hasten to strengthen the struggle of the coloured 
and colonial masses to liquidate the world force of im- 
perialism which is the projection of capitalism. But as long 
as the San Francisco dispensation lasts and no date 
is fixed for the recognition of the national independence 
of the colonial peoples, there cannot be much chance 
for the Western toilers to achieve their social revolution, 
and establish their Socialist Society. On the contrary/ 
the continued exploitation of colonies by their capitalist 
masters will be making their own struggle more and 
more difficult, postponing, if not making impossible, 
their ultimate success. If, however, our 'Quit the Colonies' 
demand is strengthened by the Western socialists also, 
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then their capitalists and their imperialists will not be 
able to exploit the colonies as freely as at present — will, 
in fact, be obliged to restrict expansion of their capita- 
list interests in the colonies and may have to return to 
the colonies a large part of the capitalists' surplus that 
the peasants and workers have helped to produce, in 
the shape of social services rendered to colonial 
peoples. To the extent, m short, that Western socialists 
join hands with the colonial and coloured peoples of 
the world, will they be weakening their enemy, world 
capitalism, and strengthening their own social revolu- 
tion. Hence the need for them to re-inforce our endea- 
vours to have the demand of 1 Quit the Colonies ' 
carried out Similarly it is in the interests of the national 
revolutionaries of countries like China and India to 
strengthen that same demand. For so long as imperia- 
lism is able to exploit the colonies and their peoples, 
it will continue to be too strong for other quasi-indepen- 
dent colonial peoples, will continue to thwart their 
struggles for complete political and economic indepen- 
dence. The more sincerely and passionately they 
champion the freedom cause of other colonial and 
coloured masses and thus continue to harass im- 
perialism, the greater is their chance to weaken and 
ultimately to defeat imperialism on their own national 
fronts. The Indian National Congress has realized this 
truth and has, therefore, made her freedom's struggle 
embrace not only India's demand for national freedom 
but also that of all other colonies and coloured peoples. 
Hence Mahatma Gandhi's insistence that India's free- 
dom's struggle is a part and parcel of the challenge of 
the whole of Asia and Africa to world imperialism. Hence 
also Maulana Azad's (The Congress President's) demand 
made to Lord Wavell and accepted by him, that the 
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National Government of India then contemplated, was to 
be entitled to raise the question of freedom of all other 
colonial masses and press for the immediate recognition 
of their national independence, and particularly of the 
Asiatic countries that were to be liberated from the 
Japanese. 

In this connexion we have to note that whereas the 
Indian National Congress has had the foresight not only 
to formulate the 'Quit' slogan but also to accept the coun- 
ter-challenge of British imperialism and its ally the 'Mani- 
fest Destiny' ideology; not only to refuse to withdraw the 
slogan despite terrible repression, threat of war, and 
diplomatic machinations, but also to reiterate its faith in 
it, declare that it is the very breath of its existence .... 
even three years after all this, the socialists of the West 
have not even visualized yet the world's utmost need of 
that slogan. 

It is true that the Soviet school of writers also offers 
to support the right of colonial peoples for independence. 
But they do not demand its immediate advent, nor do 
they support the colonial peoples' demand for its im- 
mediate recognition. On the contrary they did all they 
could to undermine India's struggle m support of the 
'Quit India' slogan, which was the harbinger of the 
bigger slogan of ' Quit the Colonies '. And now by 
accepting the Molotov compromise with the Anglo- 
American imperialists over the colonial question, they 
have displayed their non-revolutionary, non-Leninist 
but pro-white and pro-imperialist bias. They insist 
that if at all they are to help in the colonial peoples' 
revolutionary struggle, it must be carried on under the 
dictatorship of their party, the Communist Party. They 
condition that in the sphere of all their activities in aid 
of the colonial peoples' revolutionary struggle, their 
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Communist Party's dictatorship must be accepted by 
the colonial peoples. If the colonial masses do not 
accept their dictates and attempt to develop their 
own national revolutionary fronts, as the Chinese and 
the Indians have done, then they will not only not 
help but resort to unholy disruptive tactics, even at 
the risk of undermining the local anti-imperialist strug- 
gle. The attitude of the Indian National Congress 
is in refreshing contrast with this obstructive, disruptive 
and sectarian approach of the Communist Party. The 
Congress does not wish to dictate to any colonial 
country. It only seeks to help by its advice and 
assistance. It even goes to the length of reinforcing 
the colonies' struggles by inducing the local Indian 
residents to help the local anti-imperialist movements. 
While the Communists wish to rule the colonial peoples 
from Moscow through their local Communist parties, 
the Indian National Congress wishes to encourage 
them to develop their anti-imperialist and freedom 
fronts, through the example of its own struggles for 
freedom. 

That the Indian National Congress and its leaders, 
Mahatma Gandhi and Jawaharlal Nehru have not made 
this demand on behalf of all the other colonial peoples in 
a rhetorical sense only in order to strengthen the cause 
of India and that we too do not advance this demand 
even though the colonial masses themselves are unable 
to comprehend the reason for it, is demonstrated by the 
following declaration of Marcus Garvey, a Jamaican 
Negro. Though he died before anything tangible was 
achieved, he left his breath of freedom, as a splendid 
heritage for his fellow-sufferers : 

"Nowhere in the world with few exceptions are black 
men accorded equal treatment with white men but are 
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discriminated against for no other reason than their race 
and colour. 

"Against such inhuman and unchristian and uncivi- 
lized treatment we protest and invoke the condemnation 
of all mankind. 

"We believe m the freedom of Africa for the Negro 
people of the world ; we demand Africa for the Africans/' 

This declaration was made nearly 30 years ago And 
it is only now that we are venturing to make it again, to 
justify his faith in mankind. 

Those who think that even now our demand is too 
extreme and chimerical had better remember the terrible 
influence that three years of Japanese radio propaganda 
must have had on the coloured peoples of the world and 
their resultant dislike, distrust and disregard of the white 
nations ; their disabilities, their unhappiness at the fall 
of the only one coloured great power and their smoul- 
dering fires of colour consciousness. Let them also take 
heed of the warning sounded by Joyce Cary . 

"If Africa, poor and ignorant, as it now is, does not 
encourage a nationalist movement, it does threaten with 
ever-increasing urgency, a Social War of black against 
white, poor against rich. The opposition of race is 
fortified by the difference of colour: the contrast between 
rich and poor is great. 

'The African may as an alternative rise and flay, 
kill or torture the rich whites/ 



CHAPTER XI 


FREEDOM FRONT OF THE COLOURED 
AND COLONIAL PEOPLES 

I. Lessons of the Past 

The time has come when an international effort has 
to be made to help the colonial peoples to develop their 
own freedom fronts, to inspire them to formulate and 
pursue their own national programmes, political and 
economic, for the achievement of their freedom. Such an 
effort should have been made even as the first World War 
was over If it had only been made then, perhaps a more 
effective Mandates Commission would have been evolv- 
ed, with greater powers of intervention into and super- 
vision over the administrations of the Mandated territo- 
ries. Unfortunately, at that time there were not enough 
national revolutionaries with realization of their world 
role, to undertake such a task. It was only as the Rus- 
sian Revolution progressed from the capture of power 
by the proletariat to the Five Year Plans via the New 
Economic Policy and as the Communist International 
began to found its branches m many countries, that we 
began to realize the possibilities of concerted interna- 
tional action to awaken the peoples of different colonies 
and to help them to organize themselves to stand up 
and oppose imperialism. Hyndman and Jawaharlal 
Nehru were the two great socialists who reviewed the 
nationalist revolts of different countries and who show- 

ed how imperialism was being faced by this natural 

• • 

and inevitable opponent of reaction — file nationalism of 
the colonial masses. 

Almost spontaneously and without any design or 
any organizational propelling, one country was learning 
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from the experiences of similarly-placed other coun- 
tries . the Irish precedent being carefully observed and 
followed by India, Indian non-co-operation movement 
finding its echoes in Egypt and Arabia; the students' 
movements and their boycotts m China stimulating 
Indian students to follow suit ; and so on. Since the eco- 
nomic exploitation and political suppression perpetrat- 
ed by modern imperialism as displayed m different 
colonies are almost of the same nature, the reaction of 
the colonial peoples of various countries also presented 
many similar features. 

But the economic and political development and 
cultural and historical conditions of different colonies 
were of varying character and at uneven levels So some 
countries like India were making more rapid strides in 
their march towards freedom than others like the African 
colonies If only there had been a world organization 
to help the African and Malasian, East Indies, and other 
Pacific Colonies to establish contacts with the freedom 
movements of China, India, Egypt, and Ireland, and a 
consistent effort had been made to bring together the 
national and cultural leaders of these countries through 
periodical conferences, I am sure much more political 
progress could have been achieved in most of these 
colonies. 

For a time, it looked as if the Comintern was per- 
forming that very necessary function Soviet Russia start- 
ed a University for Eastern Peoples and began to train 
a number of freedom lovers of Indonesian countries in 
the economics and politics of imperialism and the tech- 
nique of nationalist revolt against it We felt that, through 
its Anti-Imperialist League, it would pursue a consistently 
national revolutionary role in all the colonies to fight 
the blight of imperialism. But it was not long before we 
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realized that the Comintern was more keen on develop- 
ing in all these colonies its own propaganda and politi- 
cal agencies than on building up a real anti-imperialist, 
national revolutionary front. 

So, to ensure a broad-based, non-sectarian and in- 
dependent national revolutionary movement m all the 
colonies, some of us founded the League of Coloured 
Peoples in 1931, m London. But owing to want of funds, 
our inability to keep alive sustained interest in the world 
role of that anti-imperialist struggle (because of our pre- 
occupation with the national agitational measure that had 
to be taken against the ravages of economic depression), 
and the defection of a large number of colleagues who 
were too much fascinated by the Soviet leadership, this 
League could not make itself very effective. It did con- 
tinue to do some useful work by way of making represen- 
tations to the British Government and the League of 
Nations about the local grievances of a number of colo- 
nies. But there was no growth, no increase in revolu- 
tionary stature to keep it in step with the growing need 
of the colonial masses for inaugurating their national 
revolution against imperialism For the period 1935-9 
all that most of the African colonial nationalists could 
do was to seek to avert a worse evil — return of the 
former German colonies to German Fascism. 

Be that as it may, the beginning of the Second World 
War found all but India and China unprepared to face 
up to this new situation. China refused to surrender 
to Japan's imperialist ambitions , and thanks to the saga- 
cious and courageous leadership of Chiang Kai-shek, 
bravely faced the Japanese aggressor. India had already 
developed her world outlook and anti-fascist as well as 
anti-imperialist fronts, thanks to Pandit Jawaharlal She 
was in possession of a new Weapon, Satyagraha on a 
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mass-scale, and had already gained much experience 
in the wielding of it It had helped her to make the 
National Congress disciplined and confident — capable 
of a vigorous and sustained struggle. 

Unfortunately, such was not the case with most 
other colonies. It is true that in Java, there was a vigo- 
rous nationalist movement. But the Communists were 
proving a disruptive force, while the moderates were 
content with asking for an increase in the powers of 
their legislatures. Even on the eve of the Japanese in- 
vasion, the Javanese nationalists could not take courage 
to demand independence 

In Malaya, the British-created multi-national pro- 
blem was tending to obstruct the growth of the nationa- 
list movement. By setting up the claims of Indians, 
Chinese, Malayans, and Singhalese, m opposition to 
each other, the British were trying to prevent a united 
nationalist challenge to their imperialism. Yet, anti- 
imperialist feeling was rising, though m varying degrees 
among all the communities, Indians and Chinese being 
in the forefront. 

In Burma, there was a very vigorous national revolu- 
tionary movement The Buddhist priests provided 
funds as well as leadership and workers. The Burmese 
branch of the Indian National Congress did much spade- 
work. The 1923-6 Irrawaddy rebellion stirred up the 
people. The British played their old game again. They 
separated Burma from India, and proceeded to create a 
communal problem between the Burmese and Indians 
and thus divert the Burmese nationalist unrest to an 
inter-communal warfare. In spite of all these imperialist 
manoeuvres, the Burmese nationalists managed to orga- 
nize their peoples on definitely anti-imperialist lines 
and when the Japanese declared war on the British, 
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they essayed to take advantage of the war situation. 
Though it looks as if the British are having their own way 
in Burma at present, it will not be long before the 
Burmese hurl their anti-imperialist challenge to the 
statesmanship of the world. 

It was otherwise m the African colonies. True, there 
were a number of young Negro leaders who began to 
demand freedom for their peoples. But lack of civil 
liberties hampered propaganda and preparation, on the 
lines indicated to them, for an effective, country-wide, 
anti-imperialist political struggle The African liberation 
movement was just taking shape when the War overtook 
them. 

And unfortunately for them there was division among 
the handful of the youthful leaders. Several of them 
became Communists and they insisted upon the rest of 
them accepting their dictates, which were no other than 
what were passed on to them by Moscow via the London 
Office of the Comintern. This quarrel further weakened 
their effectiveness. Moreover, these African leaders had 
not yet developed an independent ideology of their own, 
as apart from their hazy notions of anti-imperialism. 
Indian immigrants of the African colonies, instead of 
making common cause with the Negro masses, were 
pursuing the unfortunate policy of asking for special pro- 
tection for themselves and special political privileges 
parallel to those enjoyed by Europeans. They thus 
appeared to be setting up as one more privileged section 
of those colonies So, their presence had no useful effect 
upon the Negroes, nor was their political activity of any 
benefit to them. 

The West Indies were more fortunate There the 
Indians' political activity was more broad-minded and in- 
fluenced the Negroes for the better. The phenominally 
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rapid development of industrial and plantation labour 
also contributed to the earlier awakening of the Negro 
masses of a number of those islands The rapid growth 
of unemployment among educated youths also helped the 
anti-imperialist atmosphere. Thus by 1939 there was 
quite a powerful nationalist movement in those lands. 

The Philippines were already offered their indepen- 
dence and a date fixed for its final accomplishment. 
The people felt confident of their approaching freedom. 
But they were so far gone in their Americanism that they 
did not bother about the disabilities of the other colour- 
ed peoples of the world. 

Korea had her own powerful and conscious nationa- 
list movement and it used to receive much encourage- 
ment from the Chinese and the British who had their own 
axes to grind. 

Afghanistan and Iran blossomed forth, after the last 
War, as independent countries, free for a time from the 
distressing ‘pressures' of Britain and Russia. But when 
King Amanullah began to evince some interest m India's 
struggle for freedom, he was got rid of by British 
imperialism. 

Kemal Pasha alone triumphed over the world forces 
of imperialism He took full advantage of the conflicts of 
interests among rival imperial Powers. He kept off the enti- 
cing attentions of European Powers as well as Soviet Rus- 
sia. He reorganized the social and economic structure of 
his country on national revolutionary lines. His solid ach- 
ievements immeasurably heartened the colonial world. 

Likewise the Arabic struggles for freedom — of Syria 
against French imperialism and of Palestine against 
British imperialism — blazed off and on throughout the in- 
terregnum between the two World Wars and kept up the 
anti-impeanahstic atmosphere of the colonial world. 
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Egypt too was very much in the picture, thanks to 
the successful struggle of the Wafd and its leader, Zaglul 
Pasha She attained the recognition of her national free- 
dom and became a member of the League of Nations. 
Yet, Fgypt nursed a just grievance over the continued 
British control of the Sudan and the Suez Canal area, and 
she refused to join the war on the side of Britain, even 
when Germany was entering her territory. 

Ireland became the most glorious country in the 
whole of the colonial world, owing to her victory in the 
long struggle against England, her quick settlement of 
the internal differences, her c^ose-knit Sin-Fein party, 
her heroic leader De Valera, her consistent champion- 
ing of the anti-imperialist struggle of the world both in 
and outside the League of Nations, and her meteoric 
neutrality during this War, just to demonstrate her con- 
viction that she saw no difference between English Im- 
perialism and German Fascism. 

If only there had been an effective world organiza- 
tion to pool all the experience of every one of these 
countries, to study their anti-imperialist struggles and 
communicate their conclusions to all revolutionary 
leaders, and to arrange for their periodic meetings and 
consultations, the fate of these coloured and colonial 
peoples would have been vastly different — the imperia- 
list Powers could have been forced to announce some 
positive War-aims, and the San Francisco Conference 
would have had to accept at least the Chinese proposal 
of recognizing the right of the colonial peoples to 
national independence at an early date. 

But alas, the outbreak of the War found the colonial 
peoples, for lack of such an organization, unable to offer 
a united or co-ordinated offensive to world imperialism. 
All alone, the Indian National Congress marched to the 
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struggle and challenged British imperialism virtually on 
behalf of all colonial peoples ; it called on the United 
Nations to prove their bona-fides. But it was not strong 
enough. Still, it made Chiang Kai-shek and Wendell 
Willkie think of their fate, forced America to declare 
herself in favour of a ' Free Asia \ and reduced Britain 
to making the Cripps gesture for the world's benefit. 

And what did the Comintern do? Did it provide 
the much-needed world guidance to all the colonial 
peoples? So long as it served Soviet Russia's interests, 
she played consistently and vehemently her anti-imperia- 
list role and allowed and indeed inspired its agents in 
all the colonies to develop an anti-imperialist atmosphere 
by agitation and propaganda leading to strikes and poli- 
tical struggles. Everybody felt that the anti-imperialist 
struggle of the world was safe m her hands ; few suspect- 
ed that there might be a catch in its policy, and never 
thought of setting up an alternative world organization 
and movement. 

But with Germany's attack on Russia, a call to the 
rescue went forth to all Communists and they all turned 
round, gave up their anti-imperialist role, hastened to 
make friends with the local agents of Soviet Russia's 
imperialist Allies, and did not hesitate to betray those 
erstwhile national revolutionary colleagues who preferred 
to remain loyal to their nations' struggle — even went to 
the extent, as in India, of abetting the imperialists, direct- 
ly or indirectly, as against the nation's struggle for 
independence. 

This was a shock to all non-C.P. national revolu- 
tionaries — all the more bitter when they realized why the 
Comintern had betrayed them so cruelly. Then they 
saw that the Communists were solely concerned with 
safeguarding the only social revolutionist State of the 
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world, that is Soviet Russia, because they were convinced 
of the primacy of Social Revolution over everything else. 
The Communists failed to realize that National Revolution 
also had its world role to play against imperialism, that 
National Revolution is not an appendix of Social Revolu- 
tion, as Lenin had thought, but an independent world 
force. Outside the Comintern and the Communists, it is 
now realized that while Social Revolution is needed by 
the independent peoples to fight capitalism, National 
Revolution is needed by colonial peoples to fight im- 
perialism. The danger is now realized of allowing any 
revolutionary to think that the colonial people are in the 
stage of social revolution, for such a conception will in- 
evitably lead him to betray national revolution m the 
interests of Soviet Russia which is the custodian of Social 
Revolution. Great leaders of mankind like Nehru are fully 
conscious of the fact that if the world is to be freed from 
the two great evils of capitalism and imperialism, Social 
Revolution m the West and National Revolution in the 
East have to be developed as two world forces simulta- 
neously converging, each from its own end, upon their 
common foes and destroying them Both these revolu- 
tions are independent of each other, though capable 
of helping each other. Lenm was wrong in thinking 
that the same leadership — the Comintern — would be 
capable of serving both these revolutionary causes. 
Certainly, the leadership of the one can help the other, 
but it cannot replace or dictate to the other. It is 
because the Communists have followed that wrong 
diagnosis and remedy of Lenin's that they have thus 
betrayed the colonial peoples during this World War 
and 'gone over to the other side' as Jawaharlal puts it. 


10 



II. A New Freedom Front 


Therefore, today the colonial people are convinced 
of the great need for a World Front for their freedom. 
Hence the founding of the Colonial and Coloured 
Peoples' Freedom Front m 1942 with the blessings of 
Mahatma Gandhi, and an ideological basis provided by 
the Congress Resolution of August 1942. 

This Front is not to commit the same mistake as the 
Comintern's — of being a mandatory body and dictating 
from its centre to the national revolutionaries of different 
countries. It is to be a purely advisory organization. It 
can and must serve as a research bureau It is to be the 
exchange centre for the experiences, thoughts^and studies 
of various colonial peoples, their leaders and institutions 
It can hold periodical conferences of coloured and colo- 
nial peoples' leaders It will formulate their general 
demands and present them to the World Federation. It 
will try to arrange tours of leaders for inter-colonial pro- 
paganda. In short, it is to help these unfortunate masses 
in every way possible, in order to inspire and organize 
them in their struggle against imperialism and its 
principal, capitalism. 

To it are to be affiliated the various national revolu- 
tionary organizations or parties like the Indian National 
Congress or the Egyptian Wafd. As it grows in strength 
and influence, it may even come to have separate 
associate organizations to take care of the common 
economic and social needs of all colonial peoples — to 
study conditions and developments, prepare schemes 
for improvement and plans for propaganda, and perfect 
the technigue of the struggle against various imperia- 
listic intrigues and means of exploitation. 
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It will also be the Front's task to defend the colonial 
peoples' case against imperialism , to watch their interests 
at the centre of the World Federation and during the 
various international conferences ; and to present their 
case to the world at every relevant juncture. 

This Freedom Front may come to undertake a publi- 
city department and publish literature and periodicals 
in order to spread the knowledge of the ideology of 
national revolution and the experiences and achieve- 
ments of colonial peoples in their struggles on different 
fronts against the various facets of imperialism 

But there shall be no place in it for any of those who 
do not accept the primacy of National Revolution in the 
colonial part of the world and who do not mind sacnfi- 
cing it in preference to their obligations to Social Revolu- 
tion. In other words, the colonial and coloured peoples 
must learn to develop their Freedom Fronts, indepen- 
dently and in spite of the Communists. They ought not 
to depend upon them Indeed, they shall not harbour 
any of them in their revolutionary organizations, for they 
will mostly be a source of weakness. If and when 
necessary, the co-operation or collaboration of the 
Communists may be welcomed for specific purposes, 
but their revolutionary parties must be developed 
entirely independent of the Communists. 

One may wonder why, while all these international 
conferences were being held to settle the various world 
problems, including food, money, rehabilitation, and 
security, the colonial people have not been able to 
present their case, and otherwise make themselves felt. 
The fact is, a very large number of their champions were 
rotting in the detention camps and other jails of the 
imperialist Powers All civil liberties were suppressed 
in the colonies Most of the weeklies and other papers 
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conducted by national revolutionaries were suppressed. 
It was made physically impossible for any of their 
champions to present their case before these world 
conferences. 

The Communists alone were free to conduct their 
papers and carry on other propaganda, and to send their 
representatives to these conferences either as members 
or as observers. They were so busy working for Soviet 
Russia, defending their indefensible volte-face in the 
colonies, and building up their parties under the aegis 
of officialdom, that they forgot their earlier professions of 
anti-imperialism and failed to send anyone to fight for the 
colonial peoples at these conferences. In fact they did 
not even try to reinforce the plea of China and Soviet 
Russia — unsatisfactory though it was — on behalf of the 
colonial peoples at the San Francisco Conference. 

Some of the colonial champions who managed to live 
in England and who kept themselves independent of the 
demoralizing influences of the Communist Party met in 
a conference in London at the time of San Francisco and 
declared on behalf of the Colonial and Coloured masses 
that their national independence must first of all be re- 
cognized before anything else is done. 

This is a great advance indeed over the last War 
This is a specially great achievement because it is done 
in spite of the Communists' alliance with the great impe- 
rialist Powers, It indicates how some very genuine and 
veteran champions of coloured peoples have saved their 
souls despite the Communist influences, have overcome 
their earlier fascination for Soviet Russia and its agency 
the Communist Party, and have remained loyal to their 
role m the national revolution. 

We have learnt our lesson. We need no longer try to 
persuade the Western peoples about the reasonableness 
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of our demands, for such propaganda yields very 
poor results. We will not allow our cart of national 
revolution to be hitched to the chariot of any other 
country like Russia or the United States, nor will we 
come to depend upon the liberalism or socialist or 
communist conscience of other peoples for the recogni- 
tion and championship of our needs and our rights. 
We have learnt the lesson of self-reliance We now 
know that the strength and persuasiveness of our propa- 
ganda depend upon the strength of our sanctions, 
our ability to serve, suffer and struggle for our countries 
and our peoples. Such is indeed the object lesson taught 
to all the colonial and coloured peoples by Mahatma 
Gandhi's painful and soul-stirring experiments. 

This does not mean that we are opposed to any 
foreign propaganda. Indeed we are in favour of more 
and more of it. We wish that every colonial people 
manage to send either independently or jointly with 
others similarly situated, their deputations to various im- 
portant countries, especially to sympathetic peoples — 
certainly to all the world gatherings concerned, and 
present their case both m the lobbies and in the confe- 
rences when admission is granted to them. Whenever 
such representatives from more than one country gather 
at any conference, our C.C.P. Front will help them to co- 
ordinate their efforts and prosecute their cause in every 
way. 

But any such propaganda, any such exchange of 
leaders and of views, if it is to be really effective, must 
be backed by proper sanctions in the shape of national 
revolutionary parties in each one of the exploited colo- 
nial countries of the world — parties that draw a wide- 
spread mass membership from every economic and 
social sector, that are always ready to substantiate their 
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claims by fearlessly undergoing any amount of suffering 
and sacrifice 

. It is in this direction that Gandhian India has led 
the way for all other colonial and coloured peoples. 
Mahatma Gandhi has shown how through the path of 
non-violence and with the weapon of Satyagraha, an 
unarmed and unawakened nation could be raised to 
unheard of heights of militant but non-violent courage 
and heroism, self-confidence and sacrifice. He has re- 
peatedly brought British imperialism to bay and made all 
its armaments and armoury of repression practically use- 
less in the face of the non-violent, nation-wide rebellion 
of great masses ; he has repeatedly helped the people 
to weather the imperialist Pearl-Harbour offensives ; and 
thus gradually has he brought the Indian masses to their 
present invincible, anti-imperialist, revolutionary temper 
and strength 

The peoples of other colonies will do well to study 
this inspiring Indian experience with care and faith. For 
this is the way for them to forge, m the shortest possible 
period, the requisite sanctions behind their demands. 
Without steady determination to achieve such sanc- 
tions and without going through the fiery ordeal of repea- 
ted, non-violent struggles and thereby cleansing them- 
selves of all their lurking inferiority complexes, all their 
publicity and their Freedom Fronts will be m vain. 

Let us take warning from the Indian experience. 
Many an Indian believed that the Americans and the 
Russians would be willing to stake much and persuade 
the British to concede India's demand for independence 
because they took their professions of sympathy at their 
face value. But when actually Indians launched upon 
their 1942 national movement they got abuse instead 
of approbation, and misrepresentation instead of support. 
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So, no amount of sympathy or understanding from in- 
dependent foreign people, especially if they happen to 
belong to the imperialist whites, can possibly yield to 
us one hundredth of the good results that even an un- 
successful national Satyagraha struggle can achieve. 
Let us, therefore, follow Gandhiji's advice and develop 
our internal revolutionary sanctions. 

The colonial people have also to take a lesson 
from the Brihsh Labour Ministry's refusal to give up its 
imperialist hold over China's Hong-Kong. It means 
that the Western imperialists are not going to shed their 
imperialism voluntarily on humanitarian grounds. The 
failure of San Francisco also shows that imperialism will 
not be shed by the whites because of our convincing 
propaganda or of their own Socialists' pressure. It 
will be shed by them only when they have no alterna- 
tive. How can we forget the reluctance of the British 
political parties and their Coalition Government to 
declare themselves in favour of abandoning their impe- 
rialist claims on Burma, Malaya, Hong-Kong, even in 
those darkest days of theirs ? Therefore, the fight of 
the colonial and coloured peoples is going to be a very 
stiff one; it cannot be won by propaganda alone, by 
the sympathy of Western thinkers alone, by one or two 
or a few national struggles. It is going to be a pro- 
longed struggle. It will be a painful experience. There 
is no escape from it. 

Therefore, the champions of colonial peoples must 
hasten to kindle the torch of Freedom in every country 
and to rouse the people in every nook and corner of 
the Colonial World. Indians and Chinese have a spe- 
cial responsibility cast on them, because they have the 
richest and the most varied experience of struggle 
against imperialism. Their people are to be found in 
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every one of the Colonies and they can persuade them 
to make common cause with the local coloured masses, 
give a lead to them and help them to rise against their 
imperialist masters and break their shackles, do far 
Indian emigrants have not contributed much in this 
direction, nor has the National Congress inspired them 
to do so. There is no justification for this complacency 
any longer. 

Every colony has to be helped to organize its own 
national revolutionary party, backed by the mass organi- 
zations of peasants, artisans, proletariat and intellectuals 
as well as of the immigrant Arabs, Indians, or Chinese 
All these mass organizations will have to be strengthen- 
ed by a nation-wide or tribe-wide volunteer corps. 
Students and youths have to be inspired and organized 
to aid the national revolution. The peasants, workers, 
artisans and other classes of toilers have to work out 
their charters of minimum demands, and their unions 
have to struggle hard for their achievement. These 
struggles and their partial successes, these demands 
and their continued but gradual achievement, will prove 
to be the stepping stones in their nations' march 
towards the periodical Satyagrahic national struggles 
for freedom. Therefore, care will have to be taken to 
see that these mass organizations do not fall into the 
hands of either imperialist or Soviet agents but will 
remain loyal to the political leadership of the national 
revolutionaries, as otherwise the miserable Indian experi- 
ence of 1942-4 will be repeated when Communists 
attempted to demoralize some of the organizations with 
a view to turning them against the peoples' revolution. 

It is natural, therefore, for our colonial national 
revolutionary parties to agitate and work for political, 
economic and social reforms, even concessions, though 
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all the while wedded to the active struggle for im- 
mediate achievement of their national independence. 
Every such move made, concession gamed, demand 
advanced and achieved will weaken the imperialist 
forces, strengthen the popular forces and quicken the 
pace of national revolution. Therefore, it is consistent 
for the colonial national revolutionaries to seek to in- 
crease the powers of the Mandates Commission over the 
colonial administrations, to persuade the I L O. and 
world food and agriculture organizations to see that the 
imperialists improve the conditions of colonial and 
coloured labour and peasants, by way of abolishing 
forced labour, hut and poll taxes, lowering other tax 
burdens, raising and stabilizing agricultural prices, etc. 
It is also quite justifiable on their part to demand a 
progressive increase in the proportion of elective ele- 
ment in the colonial legislatures, greater powers over 
the budget, introduction of native elements into the 
local cabinets leading on to the complete nativization 
of the whole cabinets, services, legislatures, and munici- 
pal and other local self-governing bodies. That is, these 
and many other reforms can be pleaded and fought for 
as strategic moves, only if and when the masses are be- 
ing educated to appreciate and struggle for the achieve- 
ment of their national demand of 'Quit the Colonies'. 

The greatest need of the hour, so far as the national 
revolutionaries are concerned, is to convince them that 
National Revolution is as much a world role, possessing 
an equally inspiring and well thought-out ideology of its 
own as is Social Revolution ; and that there is no need 
for them to depend, as they had done till 1939, upon the 
doubtful, even treacherous ideology of Social Revolu- 
tion of the Communist pattern. We have to bring to 
their notice the ideology and technique of Mahatma 
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Gandhi and the Indian National Congress — at once 
revolutionary and constructive ; the ideology of Dr Sun 
Yat-sen and the achievements of the Kuommtang, the 
ideological significance and revolutionary potentialities 
of De Valera, Kemal Pasha. That conviction will create in 
them the necessary self-confidence and will to achieve 
national revolution and win freedom as a pre-requisite of 
socialistic revolution This promises to be one of the 
most important and immediate tasks of our Colonial and 
Coloured Peoples' Freedom Front This means that we 
have to start with an initial triumph over two of our 
enemies —the inferiority complex of the colonial masses 
vis-a-vis the imperial whites, and the uninformed fasci- 
nation of some of their champions for the Soviet leader- 
ship and the dictatorship of the Communist Party. 


III. The Immediate Tasks 

The most urgent things for the Colonial and Coloured 
Peoples' Freedom Front to do are the establishment of the 
World University for the coloured peoples, the conven- 
ing of the World's Conference of Coloured peoples, and 
the formulation of general principles that are to govern 
their relations with the rest of the world. 

One of the greatest reasons for the political back- 
wardness of so many colonial peoples and their patheti- 
cally slow pace of entry into the great stream of colonial 
national revolution is the paucity of local leaders who 
are revolutionary-minded So far no systematic effort 
has been made by national revolutionaries of most of the 
colonies to study the progress and fortunes, principles 
and technique of national revolutionary movements of 
different colonies and to help work out the most suitable 
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and expeditious revolutionary approach, technique, and 
methods , and to pursue them. Dr Sun Yat-sen in China 
and Gandhiji in India have had the foresight to analyse 
the impact of imperialism on their countries, to think out 
their methods of fight against it and to start colleges or 
Ashrams wherein to train a number of youths in their 
ideology and methods and to pursue their revolutionary 
careers in a scientific and open-eyed manner It is now 
too late to expect the leaders of every one of the 
colonies separately to grope their way towards their 
programmes of struggle against imperialism. Therefore, 
the best thing to do is to form a World University of 
Colonial and Coloured Peoples, preferably m India or 
in China, as these countries happen to be most sympa- 
thetic to freedom's cause and also as they have had the 
most experience of an anti-imperialist struggle It will 
invite professors from most of the colonies to teach 
and do research in it in various social subjects and also 
welcome colonial youths, boys and girls, to come and 
undergo a study course of at least two years. 

Such a study course has to comprise both theoreti- 
cal and practical training. The students have to be 
helped to understand both through the study of existing 
literature on capitalism, imperialism, socialism and natio- 
nalism and through personal observation of the practical 
results of imperialist exploitation and the actual anti- 
lmpenalist struggles waged, organizations built up, 
methods pursued, and ideologies worked out, by the 
national revolutionaries of India or China or any other 
neighbouring country that they can conveniently reach 

Such a course of study has also to lay stress on the 
unsuitability and failure of the approach and leadership 
of the Communists which obtained for them a major voice 
and control over the respective political and economic 
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dispensations. That means an emphasis on the unsuit- 
ability and dangers of the Communist slogan of dictator- 
ship of the proletariat ; it means taking a warning from 
the painful experiences undergone by Soviet Russia 
owing to their Communist Party's wrongful neglect, nay, 
even suspicions and oppressions of the Russian peasants 
and intellectuals during the first twenty years of her pro- 
letarian dictatorship. The students must be taught the 
inevitable and costly compromises that Sovietism has 
had to make to prevent the spread of discontent among 
peasants and* other fion-proletarian classes of toilers, 
the awful sufferings of the non-proletarian masses, and 
the necessity and real advantages of seeking to achieve 
a Peasants (Kisans) - Proletariat (Mazdoors) - Artisans- 
Intellectuals (Praja) Ra). This course of study cannot 
be complete until the students are enabled to see how 
the Indian as well as the Chinese national movements 
have made use of their control of the local self-govern- 
ment and provincial governments and legislatures to 
advance their revolutionary movements ; how they have 
developed constructive programmes to strengthen their 
hold upon different cadres of the masses and also to 
evolve the most suitable programmes and policies to be 
later on pursued on a much large scale when larger 
political power is achieved ; how they have organized 
their own national revolutionary parties, as apart from 
the Communist parties on the one side and the parties 
of the imperialist Allies on the other. The study of the 
significance and achievements of their economic boy- 
cotts of imperialist and capitalistic imports, social boy- 
cotts of all official functions, titles and imperialistic 
institutions and the political boycotts seeking to train 
the masses towards a general strike against imperia- 
lism also form a part of such a course of study. 
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As and when a sufficiently large number of local 
leaders undergo this training and gain some practical 
experience of agitation, organization and leadership in 
their respective countries, they can be expected and 
helped to organize their own national colleges for train- 
ing up a much larger number of local youths, and thus 
gain increasing cadres of recruits to their national 
revolutionary movements. 



CHAPTER XII 


PILOT-SKETCH FOR FUTURE 
DEVELOPMENT 

I. New Pleas for Continued Exploitation 

I wish to suggest a few lines of approach towards 
the new moves of the imperialists in the name of World 
Civilization and Culture. 

The colonial and coloured peoples are today so 
poor, unorganized and backward in their race with the 
more advanced industrial countries and their peoples 
that they cannot take part in the present world econo- 
mic struggle without special aids and protection. They 
need protective tariff walls and even subsidies in order 
to protect their existing handicrafts and other industries 
and to build up new industries. They have to take 
special protective measures in order to gam freedom 
from the present strangle-hold of foreign commerce, 
and its merchants and bankers, foreign shipping and 
insurance enterprises, etc In short, most of the colo- 
nies have to withdraw themselves to the maximum 
possible degree from the world's commercial and in- 
dustrial arena This may appear to be condemning 
these backward areas to further backwardness. Eut 
actually only through such means can they be helped 
to emancipate themselves from their existing back- 
wardness and poverty and grow strong enough to join 
once again the world markets, its commerce and indus- 
try, with full confidence of making their fitting contri- 
bution to the world, without being seriously damaged 
and impoverished as they at present are, on account of 
their weak bargaining power. 
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No vested interests can be allowed to be gained by 
the whites or browns or yellow people who are foreigners 
to the concerned colonial people and who are better 
able to look after themselves and also to exploit the 
natives. Especially is such a precaution necessary 
to be taken when the natives do not know or do not 
like these foreigners' commercial or industrial or social 
ways of life. For instance, the Negroes or the Red In- 
dians do not know the intricacies of modern urban 
life or the complexities of international industry and 
commerce. They are equally ignorant of the possibili- 
ties of plantation or commercial agriculture for produc- 
ing cash crops for world markets As things stand, 
only foreigners, who are better versed in these new 
social mechanisms, can ply their economic activities 
and prosper, can compulsorily inflict these economic 
or social activities upon the colonial countries; then they 
impose upon the colonials foreign classes of people 
who alone can prosper under such economic dispensa- 
tion The consequent exploitation and degradation 
imposed upon the natives is one of the cruellest things 
that modern imperialism has practised. The colonial 
people have to upset this heinous dispensation. 

It is possible that the natural resources of a colony, 
the special aptitudes of its natives, and the special pro- 
ducts of its industry form an important key need of the 
world and the more advanced peoples, and their coun- 
tries have got to have these products To start with/ 
there are very few such ' key needs ' which must be 
placed at the disposal of the world, irrespective of the 
special needs of the natives concerned for protection 
Even if there be such a key product, Uranium, for instance, 
it is far better for the rest of the world to suffer a cer- 
tain amount of inconvenience or additional cost by not 
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imposing its one-sided demand on the colonial people 
than that the colonial people should be forced to suffer 
the deprivation of their ' key products ' long before 
they are enabled to make as good use of them as others, 
also in the interests of World's humanity. It is from this 
view-point that I maintain that the rights of the colonial 
people to be eventually able to exploit their own natu- 
ral and other resources to the fullest extent must have 
precedence over the rights of the so-called ' world civili- 
zation and culture'. 

Let us not forget the fact that as yet there is no such 
thing as ' world civilization and culture ' and that 
Western civilization has been one-sided and Western 
culture has been nurtured on the bleeding souls of the 
coloured masses of the world Through their unasham- 
ed imperialistic exploitation of the world during and 
after these two world wars, the Western Powers have 
exposed their utter disregard of their responsibilities 
towards the fallen peoples, undeveloped nations and 
especially the coloured masses I do not see, therefore, 
any reason why the natural resources of the coloured 
peoples and their countries should be placed at the dis- 
posal of the industrial and capitalist countries and their 
predatory peoples. Hence my claim of first priority for 
the subject peoples and their nations for the use of all 
their known and unknown natural and other resources. 

Moreover, how can we forget the fact that the great 
unexplored, under-exploited, unexploited, or virgin lands 
of Canada, Australia, New Zealand are made the special 
preserves of their tiny populations of the whites and 
they do not wish to allow over-populated Asia or Africa 
to send their coloured peoples to populate their expan- 
sive commons or wastes. Our coloured peoples have 
a much more insistent and just right to populate those 
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countries, exploit their lands and develop their resour- 
ces — yet they are kept off With what face then can 
the white nations demand or justify their forcible ex- 
ploitation of our resources ? It is true, they are today 
stronger than us : they have the argument of the atomic 
bomb. But that is about all the argument they have, in 
justification of their present one-sided exploitation of the 
world and especially our colonial areas and peoples. 
But when we have decided to challenge their might by 
our weapon of non-violence, to contest their argument of 
might by our national revolution, we naturally cannot 
accept their one-sided and unjust claims for priority on 
the use of our resources What priority claims can there 
be for an atom bomb civilization except the threat of 
our prior destruction ? 


II. Our Standpoint 

My skeleton suggestions for the development of 
agriculture, industry and commerce of the colonial coun- 
tries are given later on in this chapter. I wish to state 
here the standpoint from which these suggestions are 
made. I have no faith in the profit motive, nor have the 
Negro or Red Indian or Malayan or Javanese masses. I 
am not wedded to commercialized peasant proprietor- 
ship as the best means of exploiting land, nor are these 
coloured masses. I have no faith in the humanity or up- 
lifting character of capitalism, nor have these peoples. 
I believe in the socialistic way of production and distri- 
bution and I think the family and tribal standards of 
economic life are advanced land-marks in the coloured 
peoples' spontaneous and traditional march towards 
Socialism. I am convinced that the violent and unholy 

11 
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attempts made during the last century and more by the 
Western nations to impose their disruptive ideas of pri- 
vate property and private enterprise, their weapons of 
profit motive and inequalities of incomes, world markets 
and their attendant scourges of world economic crises 
and wars have all brought untold miseries to the coloured 
masses, disrupted their tribal socialistic and even com- 
munistic economies, destroyed their village and tribal 
economic self-sufficiency and their cottage industries. 
Therefore the very first thing to do is to put a stop to these 
destructive capitalistic enterprises and methods and to 
give every possible encouragement to their tribal, socia- 
listic institutions and trends, and to try to rebuild their 
social and economic structures on the granite founda- 
tions of their tribal, village and craft traditions and senti- 
ments, which are all genuinely socialistic. I do realize 
the need for democratizing the traditional institutions 
of the coloured peoples. It is urgent, especially, to 
replace the institution of tribal chiefs, which has been 
prostituted by imperialists, by a democratically chosen 
tribal council of chiefs. Certainly we shall have to pre- 
serve and improve upon the present system of law and 
order, so far as it does not erode or weaken the basic so- 
cialistic foundations and social structures of the coloured 
peoples, because, it is one of the very few good things 
that have been introduced by imperialism, though it 
was more for its own benefit than for that of the natives. 
But so far as the laws concerning property are con- 
cerned, they have to be carefully and completely over- 
hauled from the view-point of tribal collectivism. 
Therefore, while making an exception in the case of 
private holdings so far created by imperialism and 
granted to the local coloured peoples, in regard to the 
holding of all other lands, the earlier tribal conception 
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of collective ownership and exploitation must be upheld 
by law and every effort has to be made to dislodge 
the tribal chiefs and their lessees from their ill-gotten 
ownership or quasi-ownership of lands which rightfully 
belonged to the tribe as a whole I wish to suggest 
the reconstruction and development of the colonial 
economic structure especially in its agricultural and in- 
dustrial aspects on the lines of the Gandhian Plan and 
the Chinese New Life Movement and Indusco, as oppos- 
ed to the Bombay Plan, because the former are very 
much in line with the existing social and economic tra- 
ditions and institutions of the coloured masses, whereas 
the latter can only intensify the prevailing mischievous 
and degenerating influences of the West 

A constructive and determined effort has also to be 
made to encourage the existing co-operative and col- 
lective influences and elements in the social and eco- 
nomic fabric of these peoples. It is in the direction of 
co-operative organization of agriculture and cottage 
industries that the future progress and protection of 
these masses is to be sought and achieved. When 
viewed from this angle, we can see clearly how wrong 
it is to allow the white or brown or yellow planters to 
remain in possession of the vast lands which they are 
supposed to have acquired with the sanction of im- 
perialistic laws. We can now see that instead of the 
coloured masses being confined to the far too inade- 
quate reserves and the white minorities appropriating 
the largest slices of land in every colony, it is the latter 
whose rights must be delimited and it is the former 
whose expansion by way of land ownership and exploi- 
tation of all other natural resources that ought to be 
unbounded and untrammelled by ' open door ' com- 
petition. 
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As for the white minorities in coloured peoples' 
countries, we have to insist upon a ceiling being put to 
their rights and claims, m view of the fact that they are 
too strong already and they are always being streng- 
thened by the white peoples' governments of the West 
When we come to the coloured minorities in the white 
peoples' countries, we have to insist upon the satisfaction 
of a decent minimum standard of life — social, economic 
and political — , because they are quite unable to look 
after themselves and prevent the aggressive whites 
from exploiting and degrading them. This protection of 
the coloured peoples and delimitation of the whites' 
rights can be achieved only by international controls to 
be enforced by the new World Security Organization. 
That may necessitate a serious restriction of the nations' 
enjoyment of sovereignty and the so-called self-deter- 
mination. That is inevitable in the larger interests of 
humanity as a whole and the depressed and oppressed 
sections of it in particular. Therefore coloured masses 
cannot and ought not to accept the Western people's 
one-sided interpretations of their sovereignty. 


III. Helping the Coloured Peoples 

The more advanced peoples of the world have a 
special duty to perform towards these colonial peoples. 
They are always talking of world unity and world res- 
ponsibilities and so on. If really they are sincere in 
saying that no one part of the world shall enjoy extreme 
prosperity while another suffers from dreadful poverty 
and that the prosperous and powerful people must go 
to the aid of the less fortunate, then it is their duty to 
do all they can to help the coloured peoples. But such 
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help, if it is to be of real benefit to the natives, must not 
be associated with any political or economic claims for 
vested interests or special remuneration or even normal 
returns for their labours. For, the coloured masses can- 
not afford to assure them such normal returns for their 
labours, owing to the great disparity in their respective 
standards of living and economic levels Are the whites 
ready to render such service ? 

That the whites are as yet unwilling to render such 
altruistic or socialistic help to the coloured peoples 
becomes evident from their refusal to accept even the 
Chinese proposal to agree to train the colonial masses 
towards independence ; or to accept the Indian and 
Egyptian proposal to create a special claim for financial 
assistance on the World Bank, or even to abandon their 
claim to the ' open door # for the free and unfettered ex- 
ploitation of colonial resources. That they are not even 
prepared to give up their existing rights of exploiting 
and cheating the unfortunate colonial peoples is made 
clear by the British conscription of the dollar resour- 
ces of these peoples and their continuation of the Empire 
Dollar Pool. That they really owe a special duty towards 
the colonial peoples becomes clear when we realize how 
greatly they depress the prices of agricultural goods 
supplied by the colonial masses, prevent the develop- 
ment of their industries, charge or impose their indus- 
trial goods and services at inflated prices, and thus 
inflict unjust and unfair terms of trade on those helpless 
people. For a century and more they have been exploit- 
ing the colonies : at least m part restitution they ought 
to agree to place sufficient capital at no interest, or only 
nominal — at the disposal of the colonies for the advan- 
cement of the economic and social life of the colo- 
nial peoples. But they are not willing to render any 
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such restitution or even to abstain from looting the 
colonies. 

It is also manifest that the Western devices of majo- 
rity rule, party system, log-rolling, selection of the 
service-men by competitive examination alone, selection 
of men for political, defence and civil services from 
amongst the feudal lords and rich families who alone 
can afford the prescribed educational standards, are not 
suitable to the colonial tribal peoples. Therefore the 
Western people cannot be expected to react to the 
needs of these peoples as sympathetically and creatively 
as the Eastern peoples can. The dangers of the growing 
managerial counter-revolution also are attendant on 
the Western political and economic institutions and 
devices and so Western thinkers have to be doubly 
careful not to import their peculiar prejudices and fads 
into the life of the colonial peoples. On the other hand 
the oriental peoples, say of China and India, Egypt and 
Burma, can more easily react to and understand the 
tribal, caste, or clan structure of the social and economic 
life of the coloured masses, aid their efforts at re- 
construction, and generally make more constructive con- 
tributions to their well-being. There are greater possi- 
bilities for the transformation of the craft Panchayats into 
Guild Socialist ventures, and of the tribal collectivism 
into tribal co-operative democracy, than for the Western 
capitalistic or Soviet transformation of colonial life. 
Hence the need to turn to the East for guidance and 
leadership and fraternal co-operation. 

It is, therefore, the duty of all colonial and coloured 
masses to continue to make their demand for the recog- 
nition of their national independence, to refuse to be 
cowed down by any threats or be satisfied with any 
partial reforms or high-sounding promises, to launch 
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straightaway upon their revolutionary career. And when- 
ever any transitional measure of reform is offered, they 
have to judge it from their revolutionary stand-point that 
neither the whites nor other immigrants have any better 
right than themselves and theirs must always be the first 
and foremost interest that must be served and safe- 
guarded. 

The proposed World Conference of Colonial and 
Coloured Peoples has to examine contemporary world 
economic and social problems and their relation to the 
colonial conditions from these and such other points 
of view and indicate, for the guidance of the coloured 
masses of the world, their line of approach and their sug- 
gestions for tackling this world menace of imperialism. 


IV. Declare the Colonial Peoples Free 
from, all Domination 

When we maintain that the independence of these 
colonial peoples shall be recognized as the first step m 
the re-orientation of the world's attitude towards them, 
we do not, however, mean that they shall be left unaided 
to tackle their own problems and to find their own 
moorings in this baffling, too-complex, too-highly- 
mechanized world. We do mean, of course, that they 
shall forthwith he freed from every vestige of bondage 
or of dependence upon any other country or nation. 
This stand presupposes the abolition of all empires, and 
of imperialist domination. It is a flat denial of the right 
of one nation to impose upon another its own institu- 
tions or notions of government and economic or social 
development. It means that however poor the coloured 
or colonial peoples concerned might be, however much 
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they might lag behind the more advanced nations, 
they shall be enabled to start on the road towards pro- 
gress and prosperity, as free peoples, completely 
untrammelled by any feeling of direct or indirect 
dependence upon, or forced tutelage to, another nation ; 
and freed from that consciousness of inferiority and 
sense of despondency which the arrogance of a ruling 
nation stamps upon the minds of a subject people. 

One may wonder what advantages are to be derived 
from the conferment of a free status when these peoples 
are admittedly so backward in most respects as to need 
many years of special effort to come up to the standard 
of civilization in its broadest conception enjoyed by 
other more advanced nations The answer is : the mere 
consciousness of national independence and freedom 
from every kind of outside domination will rid them of 
the depressing load of slavery, intellectual stupor and 
moral degradation. It will release all their latent powers 
for the achievement of their hopes and aspirations, and 
encourage them to dream of and strive for a glory 
that now seems a mirage. It is indeed for this reason 
that Mahatma Gandhi, in 1942, demanded orderly 
British withdrawal from India. "The relation of the 
European to the Asiatic or African, wherever the former 
has found it possible and profitable to rule the latter, 
has easily and naturally become authoritarian. The 
psychology of an imperialist is based on a negation of 
democratic ideas of individual equality and freedom/' 
said Leonard Woolf m his book After the Deluge. 

Moreover, once their freedom and equality of status 
with other nations are recognized, the colonial people 
would readily welcome the assistance and co-operation 
of all social workers, philanthropists and genuine interna- 
tionalists in their efforts to improve them and raise their 
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cultural standards. Whoever is permitted to go to their 
aid would be conscious of the fact that he is working in 
the midst of and for a free people, equal in interna- 
tional status to his own and only deserving assistance 
as younger brethren. He would have to shed all sense 
of superiority and be content to remain with such 
people only as long as he enjoys their confidence freely 
given. Only m an atmosphere of freedom would these 
helpers be stimulated to give of their best. To anticipate 
a little of what is to follow, such helpers would be there, 
not as a matter of right but because of an invitation, not 
permanently but only for a prescribed period , not with 
the chance of prolonging their sojourn as well as war- 
denship of the people by sabotaging their progress, but 
only with the opportunity of competing one with another 
for the approval both of the people concerned and the 
rest of the world by adopting 'shock 7 methods of teach- 
ing, guiding and inspiring, and thus progressively 
shortening the period of their minority. 

Moreover, the recognition of their independence 
as the very first step necessarily presupposes that the 
industrial, agricultural and cultural resources of these 
peoples shall be developed only in their own interests 
and not as hitherto to the equal advantage of all other 
nations, irrespective of the special needs and disabili- 
ties of the people concerned. Article 4 of the Atlantic 
Charter, aiming at the 'open door' to colonial countries 
was opposed to the real and permanent interests of their 
inhabitants. 

For instance, if it is found that cottage industries 
are for the time being best suited for the people of any 
of the African or Asiatic countries under discussion, a 
tariff policy has to be followed that will prevent the 
import of such industrial goods as may do harm to these 
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cottage industries. Again, if it is found that producing 
commercial crops for world markets is not so beneficial 
to these peoples as increasing the production of food 
crops and fodder, a suitable agricultural policy must be 
pursued, whatever be the interests of other countries. 
In these and other directions, the claims of the colonial 
territories shall come first, their economic interests shall 
be placed before those of the rest of the world 

The immediate recognition of the independence of 
the colonial peoples shall be the very first act of justice 
and restitution by the Empires of the world. All those 
who wish well of the coloured races and other colonial 
peoples must place at the head of their demands, as the 
absolute minimum, the recognition and proclamation of 
their complete independence 


V. Form the International Social Service 

The recognition of their national independence is 
only the beginning. It only gives them, for the first 
time in their contacts with the conquering whites an 
opportunity to develop their productive resources, raise 
their standards of living, create suitable modern political 
institutions, and march along cultural avenues best 
suited to their genius and the modern age. But to exploit 
to the full the local resources, material and moral train- 
ing, scientific equipment and organization are essential. 
It is just these that the coloured people need so badly, 
especially in relation to the demands of the present 
times. They cannot be mechanically grafted on them. 
Much hard training, enthusiastic work and careful prac- 
tice are necessary to foster these to the requisite capacity. 
Thanks to the dwarfing effects of imperialism, the 
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colonial people, as they are today, stand badly m need 
of help and co-operation from more advanced peoples. 
How is this help to be rendered ? The late Woodrow 
Wilson evolved the Mandates System. Lord Cromer 
would solve it, as in Egypt, by the imposition of a pro- 
tectorate. Lord Passfield, the Fabian Socialist, accepted 
the much more civilized conception of trusteeship. All 
these systems are now discredited. None of them has 
been free of the taint of imperialist exploitation. The 
only solution that has so far been tried with success was 
the League's attempt to reorganize the civil life of 
Vienna and the financial structure of Austria after the 
last war. It worked well in that it neither violated the 
Austrian consciousness of independence nor perpetuat- 
ed their dependence upon the League for more than 
a few years. The only defects in the plan were that the 
U. S. A., Germany and Russia were not then represented 
and that the agents of the League despatched to Austria 
to undertake the work of reorganization did display 
arrogance, though not for long, unashamedly. The only 
organization that can be expected to train and help the 
colonial peoples must therefore be representative of all 
the countries of the world, at least as many countries as 
possible, including of course, the countries of the colour- 
ed peoples too. 

Such an organization, whether it be called the World 
State, League of Nations, or Federation of Nations, shall 
develop an international cadre of experts, recruited from 
all over the world and selected for their mastery of the 
requisite language or languages, their sympathies and 
affinities with the traditions and cultures of the different 
coloured peoples, their record of social work, political 
experience or expert knowledge of industrial matters. 
They shall not be called civil servants or mere experts, 
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for both these appellations have unhealthy associations 
of superiority or class prejudice. They must be called, 
instead, 'International Social Servants'. Thus we shall have 
our International League or Federation of Nations orga- 
nizing its service of 'International Social Servants' (I S.S ). 

What are the broad qualifications that these I S.S. 
shall possess in addition to those indicated above ? They 
will certainly be given a good grounding in sociology, 
particularly psychology of tribal peoples, rural culture, 
anthropology and the working of ancient collective insti- 
tutions, economic and social. They will study tribal laws 
regarding civil and criminal problems. They shall be on 
probation for a year among just those people whom they 
will be serving later on, so that they may get used to their 
ways, learn their language and habits and develop a 
genuine love for them Any one who does not give 
sufficient proof of real ability to adjust himself to the 
habits of the people concerned and fails to develop 
adequate faith in their future will not be entertained for 
permanent service. 

These I S S. will be engaged for not more than ten 
years in the first instance and they will be given definite 
instructions to see that they complete the work of train- 
ing, organizing and guiding the people in whose midst 
they work so that their own leaders and civil servants 
emerge, able to stand on their own feet. In no case will 
this period of training be prolonged beyond fifteen years 
If the Russian 'Group Competitions' and 'Shock Methods' 
of service are pursued, it must be possible in most coun- 
tries to achieve extremely satisfactory results m the first 
five-year period itself, and complete the process of train- 
ing in all of them before the second five-year period is 
complete. Each one of these I S.S. (men or women) must 
be enjoined to train every year a batch of at least twenty 
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native social workers and civil servants, in addition to 
discharging his other official duties, so that by the time 
his period of service is complete, there will be enough 
competent and well-trained natives to render the requi- 
site services to their own people. Norman Bentwich 
said : " There is general agreement on the desirability of 
introducing technical officers from different countries 
into the colonial administration. The exchange of ideas 
between officers of different nations should be an advan- 
tage in the task of the economic and political develop- 
ment of the colonies." 

The salaries and allowances to be paid to the I.S.S. 
need not be even half as high as those of the Indian 
Civil Service. But while they are given allowances suffi- 
cient to enable them to live in the same comfort as the 
cultured but hard working people of the race they are 
to serve, they may be assured of a pension to enable 
them to live in their own countries for another ten years 
in that degree of comfort and security essential for men 
of their culture and age. Thus the sum total of these 
allowances and pensions would be less burdensome than 
the present salaries paid to colonial civil servants Such 
economy is needed not only because the colonial and 
coloured people are poor, but also because persons 
ought not to be attracted to the I S.S. by any merely 
monetary inducements The fixed period of ten years 
for drawing pensions would be a stimulus to an I.S.S. to 
finish his work, in co-operation with his colleagues, as 
soon as possible. Scrupulous care has to be taken to 
see that these I.S.S are made to realize that they are 
primarily valued as social servants, and only secondarily 
for their expert knowledge and that, therefore, they 
must display the greatest possible zeal and earnestness 
in the work they undertake. 
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As far as possible, intellectuals from among the 
coloured peoples of Asia, Africa and America must be 
given first preference in the selection of these I.S.S. 
since they can be expected to be more sympathetic 
towards their fellow-peoples. Even among the whites, 
only those who have displayed a genuine love for the 
suffering peoples shall be selected 

It is, however, most necessary to see that these I.S.S. 
do not degenerate into the customary type of civil ser- 
vant To this end, it is essential to associate committees 
of the people with every department and its district 
branches and see that at every stage, the work and mind 
of the I.S.S are subject to the free criticism, constructive 
suggestions and voluntary approval and co-operation of 
the masses concerned. 

It is the duty of the International Government to pay 
for the services of these I S S for the first ten or fifteen 
years, as the case may be, as the contribution of the 
civilized world towards the regeneration and training 
of the coloured peoples. The industrialized countries 
can certainly afford this contribution 

They owe it also to the coloured peoples to make 
a return for all the benefits they have derived from them 
in the past. Moreover this would be an inducement to 
all nations of the world to hasten the training of the 
depressed nations and place them, at an early date, on 
their own feet 


VI. Programme For Development 

Once the necessary cadre of international social ser- 
vants is got together, it has to be distributed, in accor- 
dance with qualifications and special choice as well as 
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the order of need of the coloured peoples concerned, 
between the various divisions of work of national recon- 
struction. To venture a few suggestions, the very first 
task of national development must be the organization 
of both large-scale and small-scale industries and co- 
operative and collective agriculture. Of course, no 
private enterprise shall either be encouraged or created 
in any of these areas. Every industrial enterprise shall 
be carried on either co-operatively or collectively, so 
that it fits more easily into the traditions and inclinations 
of the people concerned and the vicious system of capi- 
talism, springing from private enterprise, is avoided. To 
achieve such industrial development, two preliminary 
tasks will have to be carried out — one, the provision of 
training m mechanical services like engineering, mining 
and metallurgy ; and the other, a survey of the agricul- 
tural, industrial and mineral potentialities of the country 
and the preparation of a 'five-year plan of development'. 
These responsibilities can best be discharged by an 
international delegation of experts deputed by the 
International Government. To avoid unnecessary delay 
and to achieve the greatest progress in the shortest time 
possible, training schools and colleges and agricultural 
experimental farms are needed and industrial planning 
and the initiation of certain preliminary industrial enter- 
prise have to be carried on simultaneously. 

Such rapid development of agriculture and indus- 
tries in vast areas of the world needs immense capital 
investment. Who is to supply it all ? We cannot allow 
the various private companies or Banks of different cre- 
ditor countries or even their governments to advance 
this capital, lest the evils generally associated with 
such investment should afflict these nascent countries 
also. 
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As for the existing investments of local and foreign 
capitalists the World State must fix a maximum period 
after which they would be liable to be repaid at their 
face value Similarly all the industrial and commercial 
concerns that are functioning today or may be allowed 
to be organized in the colonies will have to be given 
a maximum period of ten or twenty years, after which 
they would be taken over by the State on payment of 
reasonable compensation. Even during the transitional 
stage, the State shall fix the maximum limit for profits 
to be derived by capitalists, and nominate a prescribed 
number of directors on its behalf to see to their effi- 
ciency and public utility. The profits over and above 
the maximum limit shall be taken over by Government 
for social progress. 

International Economic help: The International 
Government shall develop a special Bank and Industrial 
Corporation and Agricultural Development Board. It 
shall invite deposits and investments from various com- 
panies, individuals and Governments of different coun- 
tries in the world at specially reduced rates of interest. 
Then these various Boards shall re-invest all the resources 
thus obtained in different industrial and agricultural en- 
terprises in the undeveloped countries according to the 
agreed national plan. If need be, the Boards may levy 
quotas of investment, as between different creditor coun- 
tries and expect them to offer the necessary investments, 
no matter whether the funds are contributed by their 
Governments, banks, or individuals, or all these in combi- 
nation. Since such investments are secure from the fear 
of internal revolutions or international warfare and also 
from the risk of any large-scale failures of the industrial 
or other ventures to be financed, one may be confident 
that the more prosperous peoples and their Governments 
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would be only too glad to make adequate offers of 
capital. Until such investments are repaid the Inter- 
national Government and its institutions will be given 
an effective voice in the initiation, development and 
governance of all such enterprises as are to be started 
by and financed from such funds, of course without in 
any way infringing the present and future rights of the 
coloured people concerned . 1 

The foreign trade of these countries shall be mono- 
polized by their States and regulated especially with 
a view to foster local industries and agriculture at 
record speed and to prevent world trade from having 
any deadening or depressing effect upon local enter- 
prise. Naturally, the imports of certain commodities 
may have to be completely banned for a time and 
those of other commodities seriously curtailed in order 
to stimulate the growth of local industries. The Arab, 
Indian and European merchants who have built up their 
interests in this trade may have to be liquidated after 
the payment of some suitable compensation, and their 
personnel absorbed to the maximum extent into the new 
services needed to administer the State enterprises. 

The inland trade, whether wholesale or retail, shall 
be carried on by co-operative societies and, when 
necessary, by State enterprise. This prevents the growth 
of that noxious weed, the private trader and his shop. 
It is only then that the extremely complicated problem 
of Indian, Arabian and European middlemen can be eli- 
minated. The displaced merchants may be given first 
choice of employment in these co-operative organizations 

1 Unfortunately, there are as yet no signs of any such inter 
national financial assistance forthcoming in the post-War years for 
our colonial peoples. For the World Monetary Conference turned 
down the Indian and Egyptian proposal for such assistance. 

12 
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after they have been given the requisite co-operative 
training. Thus and thus only can the enormous pro- 
fiteering that goes on be completely eliminated from 
the economy of these countries. None need fear that 
this collective or co-operative industrialization and agri- 
culture will introduce too much of regimentation, for the 
coloured peoples have been accustomed for ages to 
such a collective organization of life and need such a 
paternal organization to protect them from the disintegra- 
ting canker of capitalism. The proposed triangular con- 
trol over such collective organization will try to eliminate 
the natural evils associated with too much regimentation. 


VII. Agricultural Development 

MAWAB SALAR JUNG BAHACU&* 

When we come to agriculture, we have to be care- 
ful not to introduce peasant proprietorship where it has 
not already been adopted, but foster co-operative 
farming. Where it is more economical to organize 
large-scale plantation, collective or State farming will 
have to be developed. In the case of peasant pro- 
prietors where they have already established themselves, 
co-operative controlled credit as well as co-operative 
marketing for supplying the peasants' needs and also 
for selling their produce will have to be developed so 
as to embrace all peasants. The present private plan- 
tations must be taken over by the State and run on co- 
operative lines, of course with official guidance. Every 
river will have to be examined and its waters harnessed 
for the production of electricity. Reservoirs and aque- 
ducts have to be built and irrigation developed, tanks 
and wells will have to be dug, tube wells sunk, and the 
maximum advantage taken of sub-soil water. Protected 
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supplies of drinking water, the conservation of moisture, 
fuel and green manure will have to be provided for 
in every possible manner. The spread of the desert, 
erosion and disforestation must be checked, both irri- 
gation and drainage facilities carefully developed. 
All this can be achieved only by the expenditure of 
vast sums of money, which the International Govern- 
ment alone can raise. The kind of crops to be raised 
and the system of rotation to be followed must be 
settled by a national crop-planning body and every 
care must be taken to avoid over-production of certain 
crops. The manufacture of tractors, harvesters and 
other modern implements will have to be undertaken. 
Similarly, cattle breeding, dairy farming and other 
subsidiary industrial occupations shall as far as possible 
be planned, once a * year, in keepipg with the local 
agricultural economy, the tempo of its progress and the 
people's needs. In short, every means shall be adopted 
so as to secure the maximum returns from farming. Agri- 
cultural indebtedness will have to be liquidated, and 
peasants immediately relieved of the burden of interest 
charges. Peasant economy has to be encouraged to 
merge itself more and more into co-operative agricul- 
ture. A systematic effort will have to be made to raise 
the general standard of living of the masses. In all 
these matters the International Government would do 
well to see that its various delegations and I. S. S. are 
made to develop their plans of action after carefully 
studying the reconstruction methods adopted by Soviet 
Russia, methods of rationalization followed by America 
of the N R A period and the traditional institutions of the 
coloured peoples themselves. 

Side by side with these plans for industrialization 
and agricultural development, attention must be paid to 



180 COLONIAL AND COLOURED PEOPLES 

the draining of marshy tracts, development of forests, 
extermination of mosquitoes from malarial areas, provi- 
sion of protected supplies of drinking water, construc- 
tion of irrigation projects, digging of tanks and wells, 
the organization of famine protection works, provision 
of different kinds of communications including roads, 
canals, railways and airways, and the organization of 
public health and sanitation. The heavy incidence of 
disease and mortality has to be tackled without delay. 


VIII. Self-Defence 

Simultaneously with all this constructive activity, 
the coloured peoples must be trained for the defence of 
their territories and for the maintenance of internal law 
and order. Instead of creating costly standing armies 
recruited from among a few sections of these peoples, 
it is safer and more economical in the long run to 
provide for one or two years of scientific training in 
modern warfare to all able-bodied men Then it would 
be enough to maintain only a small standing army at a 
cost within the means of these people. 


IX. Education 

To achieve any or all of the reforms mentioned 
above, the most important pre-requisite is the develop- 
ment of education among these peoples. Merely literary 
education would be neither adequate nor economical. 
A literary education coupled with vocational training, 
organized on lines somewhat similar to those indicated 
by Mahatma Gandhi and practised with great success by 
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Soviet Russia, would be best suited to the needs of these 
countries The appalling ignorance and backwardness 
among the Africans and Malayans have to be fought, 
and the torch of education has to be carried into every 
home in order to drive away superstitions If the 
industrial and agricultural development of these colonies 
is to be carried on rapidly along scientific lines, then 
hundreds of thousands of educated mechanics, electri- 
cians, and other technicians are necessary. And only 
an educated community can supply this need. Therefore, 
a very large number of high schools, institutes for voca- 
tional training, engineering, and agricultural colleges 
and universities, besides free and compulsory elementary 
schools have to be established immediately. Such an 
education would help these people to gam at once 
literacy, vocational aptitudes and skill, and initiation into 
the rapidly growing world of modern civilization. 

The collection and editing of the various poetical 
and prose compositions of these peoples, the develop- 
ment of a progressive and self-reliant literature and 
the publication of books on all modern sciences and 
problems in a simple and popular style are other urgent 
educational tasks. The adoption of the Latin script and 
the popularization of a common African commercial 
language, based on the Bantu, would prove useful. 


X. Prevention of Mischief 

Certain negative tasks, which in effect would be 
just as constructive and helpful as the other schemes so 
far indicated, would also have to be carried out. For 
instance, the prohibition of alcoholic drinks and narcotics 
would have to be enforced, and the Africans, Malayans 
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and other coloured peoples rescued from their present 
suicidal mania for intoxicants. Head-hunting and 
wasteful and bloody ceremonial orgies must be banned. 
The inordinate expenditure on marriages and other 
ceremonies must be discouraged ; the cruel disfigure- 
ment of babies and adults must be prevented ; and the 
blind destruction of forests and wild life checked. 
Similarly the reckless and untimely exploitation of 
mineral resources, such as gold, copper, iron and coal, 
shall be stopped. Any further development of private 
enterprise m industries, of private ownership of lands 
and minerals, any further alienation of lands to white 
and other foreign settlers, must also be stopped. There 
shall be no more grants of privileges to foreigners, 
whether they are whites or coloured people. No more 
powers shall be given to the tribal chiefs. 


XI. Beware of the White Settlers 

We now come to the rights and privileges of white 
settlers. We strongly object to the imperialist theory 
that equal opportunities shall be given to both the whites 
and the coloured. Although it seems to sound rathei* 
impartial and liberal-minded, actually it gives a special 
advantage to the white settlers — and to a lesser degree 
to other immigrants who are coloured — since the natives 
are m a much weaker position. Even if all the existing 
invidious disabilities imposed upon the original peoples 
of the land are removed, they cannot achieve for some 
time to come equality of bargaining power. Therefore, it 
is most necessary to discriminate in favour of the natives. 

This means that the white settlers' existing rights and 
privileges will have to be re-examined from the stand- 
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point of the paramountcy of native interests and all 
those rights and privileges which are proved to have 
been gained by the whites and now retained by them to 
the detriment of the interests of the native coloured 
masses must be contested and sought to be abolished at 
the earliest opportunity. 

The entire taxation systems of colonial countries 
will have to be reconstructed in such a manner that 
those like the whites and the rich coloured immigrants 
who hold large properties and who derive huge incomes 
are made to pay progressive rates of taxes and bear their 
real and full share of tax burdens 

In settling the various directions and degrees of 
public expenditure on different departments, especially 
social services like education, public health, hygiene, and 
labour, special care will have to be taken to see that 
the present unjust and disproportionately large expen- 
diture for the benefit of the white and other settlers is 
stopped and a greater share of all such public expen- 
diture is devoted to the uplift and well-being of the 
poor native masses. 


XII. Immigrants 

So far as the existing immigrants are concerned, 
their properties and rights may be protected and ensur- 
ed by Government, provided they do not in any way 
impede the progress of the natives in the direction 
suggested by us ; that is, properties up to a certain 
maximum, and vested interests of particular types and 
for a definite number of years, may be safeguarded. 

White and other settlers can claim to live in these 
backward colonies by virtue of their services and utility 
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to the natives/ and not because of their might/ vested 
interests, or their colour. We do not at all want any 
unjust deprivation of their legitimate rights, which are 
also open to the rest of the population and which do 
not militate against the present and future fortunes of 
the less developed native masses. We are particularly 
opposed to any deprivation of citizenship rights, such 
as the franchise, to the settlers We may even come 
to allow them some weightage in the quotas of represen- 
tation they want in legislatures, ministries, services, etc , 
provided all their present undeserved special privileges 
and rights are cancelled. 

In every case, however, the ultimate touch-stone 
would be the essential interests of the peoples themselves, 
of whom these foreigners also form a part. But future 
immigration must be strictly regulated or restricted as 
the case may be, and immigrants must be fore-warned 
as to the conditions under which they would be allowed 
to settle down. So far as civic rights are concerned, all 
other coloured peoples who have already settled down 
or were born there must be treated as regular natives 
and accorded the same protection, privileges and rights 
as the natives and no special privileges shall be coun- 
tenanced and every existing discrimination shall be 
abolished This means, automatically, that the whites will 
have to forgo their present special and privileged posi- 
tions and Indians will have to reconcile themselves to an 
equality of status m politics, business and employment 
with other natives. I am sure India would be willing to 
accept such a status for her children. It augurs well 
that the Indians in the West Indies have shown the 
way to Negroes by their earlier constitutional and trade 
union activities, and also by their enthusiastic espousal 
of the cause of all colonials. The Indian National 
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Congress has already exhorted Indians to make common 
cause with all colonials Mahatma Gandhi has begun to 
champion the cause of all colonial peoples, especially 
the coloured masses of Africa 


XIII. Need for Leadership 

The greatest and most urgent need of the coloured 
masses of Africa, South America, and of many an Asiatic 
country is for trustworthy, competent and courageous 
leaders. The Christian Missionaries have failed mise- 
rably m nurturing local leadership The British imperia- 
lists discouraged the emergence of such a leadership 
by propping up the institution of native chiefs and by 
discouraging the leaders of co-operative societies The 
Communist parties insist upon training the few coloured 
intellectuals who are reached by them only m their own 
ideology and to serve only their own party ends It is 
high time that special steps were taken by all existing 
educational institutions and also by the political leader- 
ship to provide requisite training to the countrys' youth 
in the technique of national service. 

A far greater number of leaders can be recruited 
from amongst the youth and the adult population by 
inviting and urging them to take part in every public 
institution of a democratic character. Thus the educa- 
tive value of co-operative societies and local self-govern- 
ment institutions cannot be over-estimated, since by 
participating in the activities and governance of all 
such organizations, the coloured peoples can gain ex- 
perience of political work 



XIV. How are the Coloured People to select their 

Leaders ? 


Are they to follow the Western device of voting, 
majority rule and party organizations ? We have to 
remember that the Western party system of government 
and electioneering campaigns are not likely to be the 
best means of selecting leaders For, while in the Wast, 
especially m Englahd and the U.S A , party conflict 
does not degenerate into faction fights, among coloured 
peoples living in tropical areas and accustomed to fierce 
tribal feuds, party conflict is a very dangerous experi- 
ment. India's twenty years' experience of this system, 
with its elections to legislatures, municipalities, local 
boards, etc should make one nervous about any slavish 
introduction of the party system of politics and of the 
Western pattern of elections. There is need for caution 
about the steps we may take in helping coloured peoples 
along the lines of the Western democracies 

To avoid the evils of factions and feuds, the Indian 
Peasant Congress has devised a novel method, which 
incorporates the ancient Indian practice of the ' ballot ' 
and the present-day Western idea of 1 voting', for the 
election of popular representatives Suppose five mem- 
bers are to be elected to a workshop commune or com- 
mittee. According to our scheme, the workers are asked 
to elect 15 candidates from out of those fully qualified 
to be thus elected The five members are then selected 
by % ballot ' or 1 lot ' from out of this panel of 15 freely 
elected candidates. This method ensures freedom to 
the general body to exercise its choice in selecting a 
panel of persons considered to be good and reliable 
enough to protect its* interests. Every group or party or 
faction will have the chance of getting its man or men 
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in. Then the actual members are selected by lot, so that 
there is hardly room for any heart-burning Each elected 
member is warned that his term of office is not likely to 
be prolonged beyond the normal, since the lot may go 
against him at the next election, even if he should be 
sure of re-election on the strength of his conduct during 
his term. This will naturally induce a member during 
his term of office rather to win the general approval of 
the public than that of a section and to deserve well 
of all people. There is at least a chance of minimizing 
the growth as well as the virulence of factions. Such 
a precaution is especially needed among the coloured 
people. 


XV. National Service Society 

To guide them to a higher tempo of progress, a 
nobler culture, and a more robust social life, a central 
organization, which may be called the National Service 
Society, may be brought into existence. Its function will 
be not to dictate but to serve, its method not to intrigue 
against the people but to educate them in the democra- 
tic ways of life. The members of this Society will take 
the vow of national service and eschew all personal pro- 
perty and power. In short it will form the backbone of 
the people in their political, social and economic life. 
Its members will be recruited as far as possible from 
among the masses, and High Schools and Colleges must 
make a special effort to recruit and train such workers. 



XVI. Coloured Minorities 


So far we have treated coloured peoples as if they 
were all living in certain subject countries that have to 
be declared independent. But that does not approxi- 
mate to the true state of things. There are large numbers 
of Negroes in many independent countries who are sup- 
posed to be free, enjoying civic liberties, and also con- 
sidered equals to the whites before law and government. 
For instance, there are 12i million Negroes in the U S.A. 
and 7j million in S Africa , and there are 21 million 
Red Indians m the U S. A and Canada, Newfoundland 
and Alaska, and also in Spanish Mexico and other South 
American States All these countries are independent 
of foreign domination. They are supposed to have adult 
suffrage and the U.S A and Canada have also democra- 
tic constitutions. But everywhere, these coloured peo- 
ples suffer untold indignities owing to the racial preju- 
dices of the dominant whites 1 

Though the Negroes and Red Indians are also sup- 

1 Racial Wars in the United States 

1943 : , , 

There was a serious outburst of racial war between whites and 

blacks in Pittsburg in 1943. Military had to be called in to quell it. 
1944 : 

Another outbreak was witnessed in August 1944, in Philadel- 
phia. Reuter messages laid stress only on the Negro offensive. 
Who knows what role the whites played? What grave provocations 
there must have been to force the generally repressed Negroes 
to form gangs and beat up white men and women, smash windows 
and loot stores in the Negro residential and business sections of 
Philadelphia ! 

These outbreaks of the War years are only the overflow of 
the great stream of racial antagonism between the whites and 
blacks, and the unbearable oppression heaped continually upon 
the Negroes of the United States. 
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posed to be enfranchised in the U.S.A. it is significant 
that so far not even once has either a Negro or Red 
Indian been elected a Governor or President or appoint- 
ed a Judge of the Supreme Court. The constant blood- 
curdling reports of lynching, the unashamed savagery 
of the Ku-Klux-Klan 2 , the utter failure of courts to afford 
protection to coloured accused or convicts against 
frenzied and blood-thirsty white head-hunters — all this 
indicates the helplessness and the slave status (all but 
in name) of the coloured peoples in the so-called demo- 
cracies of America. 

The Conference of Missionary Societies in Great 
Britain and Ireland made a strong appeal for the removal 
of the colour bar in British colonies. They affirmed 
that "in Northern Rhodesia, the colour bar maintained 
by white trade unions prevented the employment of 
Africans on railways or in mines on other than low-paid 

work A similar colour bar, more extensive in scope, 

particularly in the municipal areas, is firmly established 
in Southern Rhodesia . . . . The exclusion of Africans in 
Southern Rhodesia and Kenya from large areas of their 
own country and the hardship occasioned by past laws 


Private Alice Young, a Negro member of the Women's Army 
Corps, charged with failure to obey orders, testified, before the 
Court-Martial that Walter M. Grandall, the Colonel of the corps, 
had told her that "they wanted no black W.A.C.'s working at the 
motor pool." She also testified to the prevalence of discrimina- 
tion against Negro W.A.C.'s, the white personnel not being forced 
to do the same tasks ; and she quoted Colonel Grandall as assert- 
ing that Negro W.A.C.'s were supposed to do all the dirty work. 

Mr Wendell Willkie, therefore, recognized the existence of 
internal imperialism and exhorted his countrymen to fight this 
racial imperialism also. 

2 It has taken on a new name since it was legally banned. 
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are further examples of discrimination which are bound 
to be attributed to racial prejudice." 


XVII. Fate of the Coloured Minorities 

In a memorandum drafted by the League of Colour- 
ed Peoples and other organizations in London for pre- 
sentation to the San Francisco Conference, the United 
Nations were asked to eliminate within their own borders 
these practices of racial discrimination against which 
they were fighting. What steps have to be taken without 
in any way expecting too much of generosity from the 
American States to afford them (that is, the coloured 
minorities in the American hemisphere) adequate protec- 
tion so as to place them on a footing of effective equaity 
with the whites ? I think that in this connexion, the insti- 
tution of a Secretariat of the International Government 
m every one of the countries concerned would be useful 
Such a Secretariat could be empowered to work through 
the local Government for the better protection and 
development of these peoples Complaints from any 
aggrieved coloured person or group of persons could 
be made to such a Secretariat against any constitutional, 
administrative, or social injustice done to them whether 
consciously or unconsciously by the whites or the State 
or Federal Government It shall be entitled to make 
detailed enquiries into such complaints, of course in 
co-operation with the Government concerned. It may, 
with the active assistance of the Government, work 
out, from time to time, such plans for the social and 
economic development of these peoples and raise the 
requisite funds, initiate various enterprises and aid 
every move calculated to improve their political status. 
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* 

A careful study has to be made of the efficacy and 
utility of the various devices such as reservation of seats 
in the legislatures, places in the civil services, provision 
for free places in high schools and universities, and any 
other special protection decided upon or granted , and 
the State and Federal Governments persuaded to adopt 
them as far as possible. 


XVIII. Protect the Suppressed Coloured 

Minorities 

I do recognize that to persuade the U. S. A , Canada, 
South Africa, the South American States and Australia 
to agree to these and many other protective reservations 
upon the exercise of their full-fledged national sove- 
reignty is no easy task But no true democrat and well- 
wisher of the coloured peoples could be content until 
these nations are persuaded to rid themselves of their 
vicious racial arrogance and learn to treat the coloured 
peoples as their equals and to give them a helping hand 
to reach the cultural levels of the whites. It may be a 
long-drawn-out struggle. But it must be fought out It 
may imply the infringement of national sovereignity. 
But such limitation of their * sovereignty is absolutely 
essential in the interests of the nationals concerned and 
also of the welfare of humanity as a whole. 

We have to recognize the fact that the World Secu- 
rity Organization that is being set up can become 
possible only if the old idea of sovereignty of states is 
suitably limited, by the super-imposition of the greater 
sovereignty of the world state, by whatever name it 
might come to be called The present San Francisco 
scheme envisages such a limitation of State sovereignty 
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except that of the five Big Powers. Therefore, it is 
futile to criticize my schemes for the protection of the 
coloured peoples in America and Australia only on the 
ground that they demand a serious limitation of national 
sovereignty. Let me state clearly, and once and for all' 
that the elementary needs of the 250 million Negroes, 
Red Indians, Mongols and Malayans who today suffer 
the indignities of the colonial systems, white men's con- 
ception of national sovereignty and the white men's 
burden and the Japanese dream of co-prosperity, as also 
of the 400 million Indians who are being kept in subjec- 
tion in the British Empire, not to speak of the Arabs, 
Egyptians and others, demand that the Western and 
Eastern Empires shall be dismembered, the sovereignty 
of nations suitably limited, and the prejudices and 
powers of the whites and the Japanese expressing them- 
selves in iniquitous immigration laws, shall be controlled 
energetically, that the various limitations imposed in 
practice upon the constitutional equality between the 
whites and the coloured peoples, the rulers and the 
ruled, Europeans and Asiatics, shall go. 



E P I L O G U E — World Revolution 

Short of a systematic re-organization of the world 
and recognition of all nations as independent, there is 
nothing that can guarantee either freedom or even a full 
life to the suppressed peoples of the world. The millions 
who died in World War I had given up their lives in the 
vain hope that their sacrifices would result in the aboli- 
tion of all wars. That was not to be, because the victors 
did not have the foresight and generosity to eschew all 
imperialist greed, nationalist insularity and patriotic 
jingoism ; on the contrary, they gave free expression to 
their racial prejudices and imperialistic ambitions. These 
same prejudices and ambitions brought about World 
War II. This will by no means be the last one of its kind 
if the statesmen of the Great Powers do not display 
greater wisdom, if the peoples of the free countries do 
not assert themselves, and if effective steps are not 
taken to destroy all imperialist exploitation of the toiling 
masses. A Nationalist and Socialist World Revolution is 
the best solution for the present-day ills. But a Socialist 
upheavel in the West alone cannot ensure future peace, 
for, British and Australian Sociahsts-have shown that one 
can reconcile Socialism at home v#th imperialism abroad 
Therefore the surest step towards a Socialist World 
Revolution, and the elimination of all future wars, is to 
free the colonies and place their peoples on a footing of 
equality with others and end all kinds of imperialist 
domination. 

One need not be disheartened by the staggering 
task that lies ahead, because the example of Russia, 
which has achieved such equality in the short period of 
twenty years, interspersed though they were with civil 
13 
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wars, sabotage, obstruction from impatient industrial 
workers, shows that one can confidently except these 
countries too to make rapid headway. Almost every one 
of these colonies of Africa and Asia is rich in mineral 
and other industrial wealth and agricultural resources. 
If only their natural resources are properly husbanded 
and the efficiency of their peoples raised and industrial 
and agricultural organization modernized, the economic 
strength of these countries and their peoples can be 
raised miraculously in a short time. Only, the Interna- 
tional Government as 'well as the official and non-official 
social servants all over the world must be prepared to 
invest their vast resources in men, money, service, and 
faith for the sake of these peoples. 

I have here indicated only a few of the many major 
lines of development and reconstruction along which 
work must be undertaken if the coloured peoples are to 
make rapid strides towards the achievement of equality 
of status with the more highly developed countries 
of today 



Postscript 


One war has ended, another is begun. The one was 
fought as between the ' haves ' and the other is being 
fought as between the ' haves ' and ' have-nots 

So far as ' have-nots ' were concerned, they saw little 
difference between the combatants on either side of the 
first as well as the second World War. The bold but 
painful effort made by India to help the United Nations 
to prove their anti-fascist and anti-imperialist bona fides 
only succeeded in exposing the hollowness of their 
democratic and socialistic pretensions. No sooner had 
the war with the Axis powers come to a successful end, 
than the United Nations began their shameless scramble 
for re-distribution of the world into their respective 
spheres of influence, domination, or exploitation. 

Some would like us to make a distinction between 
Great Britain and the other older imperialist powers on 
one side and the U S. A. and U. S. S R. on the other. 
But the masses of India, Indonesia, Turkey, Persia, who 
have not but are themselves ' spheres of influence ' do 
not care to make this distinction. The Congress Work- 
ing Committee "regrets that the United States of America 
has by its passive attitude encouraged these imperialist 
aggressions" in East Asia (11-12-1945). The Persian 
Ministry maintains : "There is no military or civil justi- 
fication for troops of the three Allied and friendly 
Governments remaining even one day longer in Persia." 
(12-12- , 45). Yet, Soviet Russia refuses to withdraw her 
troops or to give permission for Persian troops to enter 
into the occupied area to quell disturbances, — fomented 
by pro-Russian agents , and because of her refusal, 
Great Britain too refuses to accept the U.S.A.'s proposal 
to withdraw all foreign troops as from 1st January, 1946. 
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In fact, the Azerbaizan province of Persia has been 
encouraged by the Soviet agents to declare its indepen- 
dence and separate itself from Persia and it will not be 
long before the world is told that the so-called auto- 
nomous Azerbaijan has voted in favour of federation with 
the U. S. S. R. The second conference of Foreign 
Ministers of the three Powers which met m Moscow 
failed to agree upon this latest Russian experiment in 
post-War imperialism. We all know the evil results of 
America's pursuit of her ' Manifest Destiny especially 
from the days of the first Roosevelt. Even President 
Wilson offered incense to it by his aggressions on Latin 
America and the Caribbean Islands, even while prea- 
ching his 'Fourteen Points'. And today President Truman 
enunciates his sweet-sounding 'Twelve Principles' of 
international good conduct even as his many agents 
wrestle with Great Britain and Soviet Russia for more and 
more world hegemony, either m the name of Security 
Bases or in the name of World Bank or World Trade. 

As for Russia, let Bertrand Russel speak. In his 
latest pamphlet How Britain can avert World War III 
he says : 

"Russia has annexed eastern Poland and the Baltic 
Provinces ; has established subservient governments in 
Poland, Bulgaria and Rumania and is demanding Port 
Arthur and a half share of the Chinese Eastern Railway. 
If this is not imperialism, what is it ?" (10-12-'45) The Mos- 
cow Conference (Dec. 1945) has admitted Russia as 
one of the three Mandatory Powers to rule over Korea, 
thus beliemg the hopes of Koreans to be ever free. 
Russia, the much advertised champion of colonial people 
has thus thwarted the freedom movement of Koreans 
who struggled for 50 years against the Japanese and 
who have formed a National Government after Japan's. 
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Moreover India expected at least moral support 
from both USA and U.S S R. during her post-Augustian 
period of dire distress and she got none. Indonesia 
publicly appealed to M. Molotov for a word of support 
while her Sourabaya was being viciously bombed and 
she received no help. On the other hand, every day 
brings us the unhappy news that Soviet Russia's treat- 
ment of Turkey and Persia is growing vicious and 
imperialistic. No wonder the colonial people have 
lost their faith m her professed loyalty to Leninist 
preachings of anti-imperialism Hence the exclamation 
of Dr Sjahrir, the new Premier of Indonesian Republican 
Government, when he was asked whether he would also 
resist an Allied force, including American, Chinese, and 
Russian . "No matter who they are, we shall resist, as 
long as we can, anyone who tries to crush the freedom 
movement in an endeavour to help re-establish the 
Dutch rule." (ll-12-'45) 

To contradict what Mr Bevin, the British Socialist 
Foreign Minister has stated m Parliament in November 
1945 — that the British did not covet even an inch of 
land that did not belong to them before the beginning 
of the War — the New York Herald Tribune reports on 
very good authority that the British are " not only treat- 
ing Siam as a conquered country but also as a British 
Colony." (10-12-'45). 

The Indian National Congress advanced on the 8th 
August 1942, the significant and revolutionary demand 
of 'Quit India' and in answer to it, the British Govern- 
ment plunged India in a blood bath lasting for well 
over a year, and vowed not to release the Indian leaders 
until they offered to withdraw their demand and promis- 
ed to behave better. Yet, the country went from strength 
to strength in its anti-imperialist struggle and the leaders 
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stood firm by their demand and the British have had to 
pocket their imperialist pride, and release the leaders 
unconditionally. And today the Indian National Con- 
gress has further advanced in its political strength and 
confidence and has therefore presented its new demand 
of 'Quit Asia' to all the concerned imperialist powers 
Spontaneously and without any premeditated or con- 
certed move, this slogan is being shouted from one end 
of Asia to the other by the peoples of different countries. 
The Persian Government demanded that the three great 
Powers should withdraw their troops from their mother- 
land The Provisional Government of Korea demanded 
of the Russians the restoration of their land. The Egyp- 
tian Government advanced the claim that the British 
should abandon their rights over the sea-coast and for 
maintaining armed forces in Egypt The Lebonese and the 
Palestine Arabs are fighting for self-determination The 
Indonesians, the Indo-Chma people, the Siamese and 
the Burmese are struggling hard to wrest themselves 
free from the stranglehold of imperialism. 

African patriots too have not been sleeping. They 
have also realized the revolutionary significance of 
these post-War opportunities. Many of their representa- 
tives met at Manchester in October 1945, despite many 
obstacles put m their way by the imperialist repression, 
and formed their pan-African Congress They too 
decided to call upon the imperialist powers to liberate 
their peoples , they refused to walk into the trap 
of the Mandatory System, whether of one Power 
or more. They repudiated the Trusteeship idea. 
They advanced the paramountcy of African inte- 
rests in their respective countries vis-a-vis the rest of 
the world. They lustily declared the slogan 'Africa for 
Africans'. 



POSTSCRIPT 


199 


We have to travel only a little way in our ideologi- 
cal preparedness from these two great slogans of ' Quit 
Asia' and 'Quit Africa' to the all-embracing slogan of 
'Quit the Colonies 1 ' And that is the slogan that we 
advance in this thesis. The whole colonial world today 
is astir with new life. It is full of revolutionary fervour, 
nationalist passion and socialist momentum. The Indian 
National Congress is not the only national revolutionary 
movement which is moving along conscious socialist 
steps towards the Peasants-Workers-Praja (artisans, in- 
tellectuals, professionals) — Raj (Kisan Mazdoor Praja Raj) 
even during her national revolutionary struggle. The 
Indonesian Republicans also are trying to reorganize 
their country on socialist lines, as per the declarations 
of their premier Dr Sjahrir. The Africans too who met at 
Manchester m 1945 were keen on reorganizing and re- 
constructing their countries on socialist lines, so that they 
can get free from the machinations of world markets, 
Bretton Woods Monetary Conference resolutions and 
other aspects of capitalism. Both Dr Sun Yat-sen and 
Mahatma Gandhi realized the world significance of the 
need of colonial people to fight both imperialism and 
capitalism. And so, even as A. Creech Jones and H. N. 
Brailsford of the Fabian Socialists were realizing the 
need for colonial policies to "include the elements of 
socialist economic principles" ( — Fabian Colonial Essays 
published by Allen & Unwin), Mahatma Gandhi and 
Jawaharlal Nehru were evolving their programmes and 
policies of Socialistic National Revolution, (see Nehru's 
Whither India and the 1945 Congress Election Manifesto). 
Thus the colonial world's demand ' Quit the Colonies ' 
is socialistic m its content and nationalistic m its momen- 
tum ; and it is so explosively revolutionary that the 
present anti-imperialist War will not and cannot be ended 
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until the world evils of imperialism and capitalism are 
shed by their possessors and beneficiaries. 

Whoever had -hoped that the Indonesians and the 
peoples of Indo- China would be able so soon after the 
War to seize power over the administration of their 
countries, and then oppose with force of arms their 
former imperialist masters' attempt to enter their coun- 
tries again ? Yet the unexpected has happened. And 
today the world is witness to the heroic fight that these 
people are putting up against one of the greatest impe- 
rialist Powers, namely Great Britain They have so far 
acquitted themselves nobly Their republican govern- 
ments are able to inspire their peoples to extraordinary 
feats of sacrifice and heroism. Their leaders have shown 
themselves both far-sighted and revolutionary. For more 
than five months, they have kept imperialism at bay, 
despite the use of most of the modern powers of des- 
truction Thousands of them had sworn to die in this 
struggle for freedom Indeed, their passion for freedom, 
their fight for Swaraj, and their reckless bravery in the 
face of insuperable and overwhelming imperialist warfare 
have proved to be the best tonic to all the colonial 
peoples. The pan-African Congress, the Indian National 
Congress and the Ceylonese Parliament have paid en- 
thusiastic homage to their martyrs. There is no doubt 
that the colonial world is today surcharged with tremen- 
dous and explosive forces of progress and revolution 
During the first years after the cessation of the last War, 
it was Lenin and Trotsky and Soviet Russia who led the 
offensive against the victorious imperialist Powers. This 
time, it is Mahatma Gandhi and Nehru in India, President 
Soekarno and Premier Sjahrir in Indonesia and the Indian 
National Congress who are storming the citadels of the 
new victors. 
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Now that the Indian National Congress has made 
itself the spokesman of this post-War rebellious Asia, 
let us hear its demands : 

The A I.C.C at its meeting held on the 21st Sep- 
tember 1945, expressed its anxiety at " the attempts 
that are being made to maintain the political and 
economic subjection of Burma, Malaya, Indo-China 
and Indonesia To continue imperialist domination 
over these countries, under whatever name or guise, 
would be a denial and repudiation of the professions 
made by the United Nations during the War time 
and would sow the seeds of future wars " 

Coming to the charge again on ll-12-'45, the Work- 
ing Committee of the National Congress " emphatically 
condemns the wanton invasion of Java and other parts 
of Indonesia in order to impose Dutch imperialist 
domination on their inhabitants against their unanimous 
demand for a free State. Any support from any quarter 
to imperialist designs m Indonesia, Indo-China and 
elsewhere is resented throughout Asia as a culpable 
violation of the professed aims of the United Nations 
and the undeniable right of Asian nationals This will 
destroy the chances of international understanding and 
the very basis of any future world organization." Dr 
Soekarno, the Indonesian President says * " Indonesia is 
now free and would remain free for ever." (19-12-'45). 

Dr Sjahnr says that "the recognition of his Govern- 
ment is the best way for an equitable and fair settlement 
of all outstanding problems " 

The Burmese want to go back to the good old days 
of their independence. So do the Annamites. Yet, the 
socialist ministry of England, the French Cabinet consist- 
ing of Communist and Socialist ministers have so far 
pursued an unashamed imperialist policy. Why ? They 
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talk of their moral obligations To whom ? Not to the 
suffering colonial peoples. But to the Dutch imperialists. 
What a comment on their socialist professions 1 They 
wish to salvage their conscience by talking of readiness 
to grant self-government to these colonial peoples m 
right time, even while these peoples are actually enjoy- 
ing self-government What a mockery 1 A few enthu- 
siasts among them like Leonard Barnes may wish to fix a 
time-limit for ' the charter of African freedom ' But their 
Government cannot forgo imperialism because they 
cannot forget the dependence of the high standard of 
living of their working classes upon the exploitation of 
the colonial peoples So, they can only talk of partner- 
ship in their empires, renamed as commonwealths, 
with legislatures containing non- official elected native 
majorities and such other devices. For instance, Mr 
Noel Baker, British Minister of State, complained in 
Parliament on ll-12-'45 that the Indonesians would 
not come forward with any concrete proposals as their 
alternative to those of the Dutch. But the Indonesian 
masses and their leaders knew from their experience — 
what Mr J. S. Furmvall has so frankly admitted in his 
Oxford pamphlet The Tropical Far East that the "Wes- 
tern political institutions fostered division rather than 

i 

unity, serving to obstruct government rather than to 
promote self-government." So, they demand the re- 
cognition of their independent Government, as the first 
preliminary to further negotiations with the Dutch. 
They are perfectly right. 

Why do these British Socialists and French Com- 
munists strengthen this imperialist offensive against the 
East Asian peoples ? What has happened to their cen- 
tury-old internationalism and their faith in democracy 
and self-determination? Long ago Bertrand Russel 
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warned the world that a socialist England could find it 
possible to go to war with socialist Australia because 
the one would need cheaper raw materials and the 
other would refuse to part with them except for 100 
per cent quid pro quo And we see that possibility 
exemplified today m this new War that is raging bet- 
ween the lmpenalist-cum-capitalist nations on one side 
and the colonial and agricultural nations on the other. 
It is not the western socialists as desired by Leonard 
Barnes but* the colonial socialist revolutionaries who 
have realized that " colonial freedom is the second 
front which the democratic principle will have to open 
throughout the world/' (Soviet Light on the Colonies, 
p 225) and it is not the Soviet Communists or European 
Socialists who are fighting the last battles of democracy 
but the colonial revolutionaries ; it is not Stalin nor Attlee 
but Gandhiji and Nehru, Soekarno and Sjahnr who are 
leading the world in its latest revolutionary war against 
imperialism. # 

To cover up their nefarious machinations, the 
British imperialists, whether they be Conservatives 
or Socialists, are trying to raise the bogey of Japanese 
instigation for these East Asian freedom movements. But 
they do not realize that in the view of the colonial world, 
the role played by the dying Japanese imperialism is 
certainly much more conducive to colonial freedom than 
that played by the German and Italian imperialists or the 
French, the British and the Dutch imperialists When 
the British were driven out of East Asia, why did they 
not encourage the local peoples to form their own 
Governments and arm them and thus enable them to 
resist the Japanese invaders ? That would have been a 
progressive thing But would it not have prevented 
their eventual return as imperialist masters ? Not so was 
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the case with the Japanese. They at least had the fore- 
sight and sense to hand over the local civil administra- 
tion to the local people, to arm them and help them to 
achieve the necessary political self-confidence and ad- 
ministrative control over their countries. Is it the fault 
of the Indonesians or Indo-Chinese to have taken advan- 
tage of Japanese support, concessions and arms in 
order to fight these imperialists ? No self-respecting and 
freedom-loving colonial person can abstain from admir- 
ing this revolutionary technique of these ccdonials. 

The colonial masses have all along known the truth 
of what the West Indian Negro Leader Toussaint had 
expressed more than 140 years ago, fighting against 
the French — 

" You are combating enemies devoid of faith, law 
or religion. They promise you liberty but aim to 
enslave you. Have you forgotten the abject servi- 
tude, the' tortures, the cruelties inflicted upon you 
in the course of three centuries ? " 

So they refuse to allow the return of these Dutch 
and French imperialists 

They may fail now ; their struggle may have to be 
suspended, owing to the terrible power of armaments. 
But as Jawaharlal has said : " The fire of freedom is lit 
and it will not be extinguished." This colonial revolution 
will know no defeat. For, did not Citizen Toussaint warn 
imperialists in his prophetic manner that "in overthrow- 
ing me, they have only felled the tree of Negro liberty 
in St. Domingo. It will shoot up again, for it is deeply 
rooted and its roots are many." (p. 237). Why ? Because 
man can never rest content until he becomes fully free 
and until he achieves real Swaraj. And every one who 
suffers or dies in that effort will be hailed as a national 
hero and his achievements and sacrifices will become 
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the next stepping stones towards freedom and a 
challenge for further deeds of daring and heroism. Look 
at the Burmese as described by an Oxford Pamphlet — 
"People who carried on the Burmese resistance 
and were called dacoits by the British are looked 
upon as national heroes ; those who in recent years 
defied the British Government and were killed or 
died in jail —are regarded as leaders of Burmese 
nationalism." ( The Future of Burma, p. 23) 

While the British accused the officers of the Indian 
National Army of high treason the Indian National Con- 
gress has hailed them as national heroes 

The Dutch refused to deal with Dr Soekarno because 
he used his influence with the Japanese to organize the 
Republican Government of Independent Indonesia. But 
the next ministry that came into power insisted upon 
having him as the Republican President and leader. The 
British refused to deal with the Congress Working Com- 
mittee and Mahatma Gandhi as they dared to advance 
the ' Quit India 1 slogan but they had to climb down and 
plead with the ' forget and forgive ' formula of politics, 
because the Indian masses would not forsake their 
leaders. The French bombed the rebel villages, fired 
on Annamite patriots, jailed thousands of votaries 
of national independence and from 1920 till 1940 im- 
posed a most cruel repression on the Annamites. But it 
all culminated only in the armed uprising of all the An- 
namite masses against the return of French imperialists 
and in the establishment of the independent government 
of Annam. 

The time-tables of hopes of colonial revolutions with 
which so many have been flirting right up to 1945 July 
have all turned out-to be out of date The colonial revolu- 
tion refuses to be timed by any theoreticians. It is today 
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gathering momentum, almost m a magical and avalan* 
chic manner. The struggle in some remote country is no 
longer an isolated event as the Moroccan, Ashanti, Zulu, 
Arabic and other struggles of the last century and the 
pre-War days of this century used to be. It is now not 
even a part of a growing stream of colonial revolution. 
It is in itself an air-borne political bomb, extremely 
incendiary which at once sets ablaze the highly inflam- 
mable colonial masses all over the world The Indo-China 
revolt brought to a head the Indonesian republican 
struggle and both are firing the ambitions of Indian 
youths to excel the heroic examples of their masses and 
their martyrs. The exploits of the Indian National Army 
and the revolutionary ideals and endeavours of the 
Azad Hind Government of Netajee Subhas Chandra 
Bose are tempering the growing determination of the 
colonial youth to die like men, even in their enforced 
or voluntarily chosen Gandhian non-violent struggle, 
exemplified by the successful Calcutta students' Satya- 

graha m November 1945. 

• • 

Therefore we are perfectly within our colonial 
rights an*d aihbit of practical politics in calling on im- 
perialism to 'Quit the Colonies'. It is not to be a merely 
passive dfemand. Subhas Bose and Soekarno have 
shown us the dynamic side of it. The pan-African Con- 
gress and the pro]ected pan- Asiatic Congress will be 
providing the requisite programmes, with their Continen- 
tal variations. Already, Indian students have taken the 
initiative in calling the Colonial Students Conference. 

These are no longer days of colonial people wait- 
ing with deputations upon their imperial masters for 
grants of instalments of freedom and power These 
are days of seizure of power. This, is no longer the 
age when offers of membership in Imperial Common- 
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wealths will inspire a new loyalty in the hearts of the 
colonial masses towards their old masters. This is the 
age of national independence within the orbit of a 
voluntarily chosen World Federation. The time is gone by 
when shibboleths like the Atlantic Charter or Truman's 
Twelve Principles or empty promises like 1 progress 
towards self-government leading to ultimate colonial in- 
dependence/ or San Francisco's pious declarations, 
could deceive the colonial masses They will themselves 
set the time-table for the achievement of their freedom 
We trust that the statesmanship of the colonial masses 
will rise to the occasion— will with wisdom and thorough- 
ness carry through the dynamic constructive programme 
of national revolution and freedom 


1st January 1946 
Indian Peasants' Institute 
N1DUBROLU 


N G. RANGA 
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